


the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see
what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living
creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle,
and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the fieldi but for Adam
there was not found an help meet for him. And the Lord God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God
had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:
she shall be called Woman because she was taken out of Man. Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife:
and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed" (vss. 18-25).

Marriage, therefore, has its origin in creation. God created the man out
of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.
By this twofold creative act of God man became a living soul. Later God
created the woman out of the man. God took one of Adam's ribs and
from that rib God made (the Hebrew verb means: built) the woman.
Having built the woman from Adam's rib God brought her to Adam who
said: "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." The Lord adds:
"Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh." Thus having created Adam and
then Eve from his rib God brought them together in the first marriage.
For this reason too, God says a man must leave his father and mother and
cleave to his wife and they shall be one flesh. This is the origin of
marriage. It belongs to creation itself.

The Institution of Marriage
There are several truths revealed in the Genesis passages which have

direct bearing on the relationship between the husband and his wife. By
way of implication at least, these same truths have something to say con­
cerning the respective callings of the husband and wife.

1) The man and woman share a common nature. This is evident al­
ready from Genesis 1:26, 27. Both male and female were created in the
image of God and after God's likeness. Both male and female were blessed
by God and to both God commanded: "Be fruitful, and multiply, and re­
plenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth
upon the earth n (vs. 27). The narrative of the creation or "building" of
the woman (Gen. 2:18-25) also makes this clear. The woman was taken
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literally out of the man (cf. vss. 21, 22). Upon awaking from his deep
sleep Adam recognized this immediately for he exclaims: "This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: (emphasis mine, R.D.D.) she
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man" (vs. 23). Her
name in the Hebrew, ishshab, also indicates this essential oneness of
nature between the man and the woman. This name may be translated,
"female man."

Upon the basis of its very creation by God "in the beginning" the
marriage bond is without doubt the most intimate relationship that can
possibly exist among men. The relationship of parents and their children
is a very intimate one. Who can measure the love a godly father has for
his sons and daughters? He will do all within his power to provide for
them, to care for them, to instruct them in the fear of Jehovah. And those
children adore their father. They have an almost naive trust in father. In
father's presence they are not afraid no matter the circumstances. Who
can measure the love a godly mother has for her children? It is a love
which makes her forget the pain of childbirth the instant she holds her
newborn in her arms. She carries the unborn for nine months under her
heart. She nourishes the babes at her breasts. from early morning to the
quiet hours of night she labors for her children. She teaches them their
first words. With patience she nourishes them in God's fear. When they
are ill she will gladly spend the entire night at their bedsides. Any pastor
who has stood with parents at the grave of their child and witnessed their
profound grief over the loss of that child knows something of the deep
and profound lovc parents have for their children. But as intimate as the
relationship between parents and their children may be the relationship
between husband and wife is more intimate. That most intimate bond of
marriage is based upon the fact that husband and wife according to the
very origin of marriage share a common nature. The wife is bone of her
husband's bones and flesh of his flesh. While God created the man and the
woman by two very different and distinct creative acts God did not, as it
were, create the woman alongside of the man. God took the woman out
of the man. Out of the man's very nature, this means. The woman
possesses essentially the same nature as the man. They are one flesh.
Adam, upon awaking from that deep sleep during which the Lord made
the woman, recognizes this immediately for he says: " ...she shall be
called woman, isbshab, 'female man'." Husband and wife are of the same
nature. For this reason the marriage bond is the most intimate union
among men.

This first, fundamental principle must govern pastors who are called
upon to shepherd married persons. Spouses who sin against each other
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and the Lord violate the most intimate and sacred union God has created.
They tear apart what God has created as one. It is also true that because
they are one in nature a man and woman can live together as husband and
wife. This oneness of nature is the basis of the bond of marriage according
to God's creation. Apart from anything else the pastor must attempt to
lead married persons to the proper expression of their unity as husband
and wife.

2) Although they share a common nature by virtue of creation the
husband remains man and the wife remains woman. They are not identi­
cal. The wife is not a clone of her husband. This too, is clear from the
creation account in Genesis 1 and 2. The man was created first while the
woman was created second. The man was created out of the dust of the
ground while the woman was created from the rib of the man. Thus the
woman is always the woman and the man is always the man. All of this
is rather obvious though the unbelieving world of today attempts to blur
this divine distinction. The woman is different emotionally. Generally
the woman has a "sOfter" nature than the man. She is feminine while
he is masculine. The woman is more intuitive while the man tends to
"think things through." The man also differs physically from the woman.
The man is the stronger of the two and usually the larger. These differ­
ences could be multiplied. The point is that man is man and the woman
is woman.

It is precisely because of these two factors: their oneness of nature
and their personal distinction that man and woman arc able to live to­

gether in the sacred bond of marriage. It is only on the basis of their
essential oneness. their common nature that husband and wifc can live
together in the married statc. Their common nature is the basis of their
union. At the same time the fact that they arc personally distinct makes
it possible for them to fellowship together as husband and wife. If they
were identical all fellowship would be impossible. As two who arc one
husband and wife interact. love and arc loved. converse, aid and assist
one another.

This is why too. the marriage relation as creatcd by God is a natural
or creaturely reflection of God's covenant. Marriage is a reflection of the
covenant as it exists in God triune. God is a covenant God. God is Father.
Son, and Holy Spirit: three distinct persons. But the three persons of the
Godhead are one divine nature possessing the same divine attributes.
Within that one divine nature God the Father is always the Father. God
the Son is always the Son, and God the Holy Spirit is always the Iialy
Spirit. God is the covenant God. But God has also established His
covenant with His people in Christ. God fellowships with His pcople in

32



Christ. Of this most intimate union or covenant marriage is the earthly re­
flection. Marriage is an intimate union of one man and one woman, a
covenant union of body and soul. No one may interfere with or enter
into that exclusive union. Any violation of this intimate, covenant union
of marriage between one man and one woman is a gross violation of God's
creation ordinance and His holy law which states: "Thou shalt not
commit adultery."

3) Within this intimate union, marriage, there is a beautiful relationship
bet\veen the man and the woman. The fact that Adam was created first
means he is the head of his wife. This the Scriptures clearly teach in more
than one passage. One reason why a woman may not teach in the church
nor usurp authority over the man in the church is the fact that Adam was
created before Eve. The apostle writes to his spiritual son: "But I suffer
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in
silence. For Adam was first formed, thel1 Eve" (I Tim. 2: 12, 13). That
the man is the head of the woman is also evident from the fact that the
woman was created out of the man. The same apostle in his first letter
to the Corinthians makes this very point: "But I would have you know,
(notice how emphatic this is!) that the head of every man is Christ; and
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.... For
a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image
and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man
is not of the woman; bu t the woman of the man. Neither was the man
created for the woman i but the woman for the man It (I Cor. 11: 2, 7, 8,
9). The apostle's argument is this: because the woman was created of
the man and not the man of the woman, the man is the head of the
woman. In the Greek original this is put even more emphatically. Verse
eight reads: "For the man is not out of the woman (ou. . .ek gunaikos);
but the woman of the man (gunee ex andros). Still more, the apostle con­
tinues in verse 9: "Neither was the man created for the woman; but the
woman for the man." Literally the text reads: "Neither was the man
created for the sake of, or for the benefit of the woman i but the woman
for the sake of, or for the benefit of the man." In both clauses the Greek
has the preposition, dia, followed by the accusative case. The apostle
applies this truth to the marriage bond when he exhorts wives to submit
themselves to their own husbands: "For the husband is the head of the
wife..." (Eph. 5:23). The husband is the head of his wife, therefore,
because: a) The man was created before the woman and, b) the woman
was created out of the man and for the benefit of the man. Does this
imply some kind of tyranny of the man over the woman or some kind of
superiority of the man over the woman? By no means. The Holy Spirit,
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perhaps in anticipation of just such questions as these, wrote: "Neverthe­
less neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without
the man, in the Lord" (I Cor. 11: 11). In the Lord neither the man nor the
woman stand independently of the other. They belong together. Neither
can realize his or her God-given calling apart from the other. Why is this?
"For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman"
(vs. 12). After Adam every man has been born of a woman. The woman
was created out of and for the benefit of the man, but subsequently there
could be no man without the woman. Each in his or her God-given place
and calling and both before the face of God are equally the recipients of
the blessings of salvation in Christ. "For ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise" (Gal. 4:26-29).

These truths are apparent already from the narrative of the creation of
the woman out of the man recorded in Genesis 2. After Jehovah formed
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, He put him in the garden which He (God) had planted with the
command to dress and keep it (V55. 7-15). Next the Lord gave Adam
commandment concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
and the tree of life. At this point God declared: "It is not good that the
man should be alone: I will make him an help meet for him" (vs. 18).
The question is: what does the Lord mean? Why is it not good that the
man should be alone? Why does he need a help meet for him? Docs the
man need a woman merely to alleviate his loneliness? Was the woman
created merely as a companion for the man? It cannot be doubted that
the woman provides the man companionship so that without her he
suffers from loneliness. This is the experience of every widower and
widow. It is also true that the loneliness of a widower or widow can often
be an extremely painful form of emotional and mental suffering. Cer­
tainly the woman was created to be a companion to the man. But there is
something more and deeper involved. It was not good for the man to be
alone because he, in a very real sense, could not be alone. The man could
not alone fulfill his calling to dress and keep the garden as the image
bearer of God. The man alone could not: "Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth" (Gen. 1:28). Alom' the man could not: "sub­
due the earth" (Gen. 1:28). Adam could not all by himself function as
king of God's creation. Alone, he was not able to press the earthly
creation into the service of God. For this reason, especially, it was not
good for him to be alone.
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In an altogether marvelous way God taught Adam to realize this. God
brought the beasts of the field and the fowl of the air to Adam so that he
(Adam) could name them. After he named the animals we read this
significant statement: " ...but for Adam there was not found an help
meet for him lt (Gen. 2:20). The animals were male and female. Adam
saw this and realized that he was alone. There was no help meet for him.
Notice it is help meet and not helpmeet. There was no help meet, Le.,
fit for Adam. Adam lacked something. What Adam lacked was someone
to stand at his side and help him fulfill his calling as king over God's
creation. Thereupon God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, took
one of his ribs and from it "built" the woman and brought her to Adam.
God supplied Adam's lack by creating out of him the woman. The
woman, therefore, is the help fit for Adam. She is the perfect complement
to the man. She supplies what he lacks making it possible for him to sub­
due the earth and have dominion over every living thing. The woman is
precisely what the man needs to fulfill his place and calling as God's
friend-servant. She fulfills her calling as the help for her husband. The
man is the head who is served by the woman. Together they are one for
the woman is: "bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh ... It (Gen. 2:23).
For this reason, God said: '''shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh" (vs. 24).

4) Marriage is a communion of love. By love is meant the love of God.
True marriage is a communion of one man and one woman in the love of
God which is the bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14). This needs emphasis
especially in our times. This love is not the love of which the world of
sin and unbelief speaks. Nor is this love mere sexual attraction. No
marriage based merely upon physical sex can be a true marriage according
to the institution of God. The love of which the world speaks is no more
than carnal, wicked lust and passion. This is precisely why, according to
the latest statistics, one out of every two marriages in the United States
ends in divorce. Marriage is a most intimate communion between one man
and one woman in the love of God. Thus it was originally. Having created
the woman and brought her to the man God said: "Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh" (Gen. 2:24). How beautiful!

When our Lord Jesus was confronted (tempted) by the Pharisees with
their question concerning divorce He quoted this very passage: "And he
answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he (God, R.D.D.)
which made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said,
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more
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twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not
man pUt assunder" (Matt. 19:4-6: cf. Mark 10:2-12). The apostle Paul
writes the same: "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh" (Eph.
5: 31). Both Jesus and the inspired apostle alter the quotation by the
addition of one word. That word is, "twain" or "two." God made them
male and female for which reason a man must leave his father and mother
and cleave to his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. The two become
one! They who were two are now one flesh in the love of God. Even
though sexual union within the sacred bond of marriage in the Lord is
the highest expression of the unity of husband and wife, the most beauti­
ful and pure expression of the love of God between husband and wife,
more than mere physical, sexual union is meant by Uthey shall be one
flesh." Husband and wife who were formerly two become one flesh in
every sense of the word. They are of one mind, the mind of Christ. They
are one in purpose, to serve the Lord their God. They are one in their
faith, one in hope, one in the greatest of these, the love of God. The hus­
band is head of the wife, the wife is called to submit to him in the love of
God. Together they are one flesh. No more are they two. Just one. Let
men and women say what they will, this is marriage as instituted by God
"from the beginning," at the very dawn of history. Marriage is a most
intimate communion of the love of God in Christ between one man and
one woman.

This is why, too, marriage in the true sense can only exist in the church.
Only husbands and wives whose sins have been forgiven and who are
washed in the blood of Christ, in whose hearts has been shed abroad the
love of God by the Holy Spirit; only these can truly love each other in
God's love. Only these can be united in the sacred bond of marriage as
instituted by God. Marriage among the ungodly is a corruption, an
adulteration of the sacred bond of marriage. Marriage outside of Christ
can be based upon physical attraction and carnal lust and nothing more.
Marriage among the godly, marriage in the Lord and in His love is a sacred
communion, a most intimate union of one man and one woman. The
two become one flesh.

5) For this reason marriage is a heautiful picture of the union of Christ
and the church which is His body. Through the prophet Isaiah the Lord
tells His people to sing and not to fear (cf. Is. 54). The ground or reason
why the church can sing without fear is: "For thy Maker is thine hus­
band; the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of
Israel: the God of the whole earth shall he be called" (Is. 54:5). Here God,
the Lord of hosts, the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel, the God of the
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whole earth calls Himself the husband of His people, the church. The
church, therefore, is the bride. Tbe marriage is the covenant of friendship
and fellowship which God has established and which He forever maintains
between Himself and His elect church in Christ. Natural marriage, our
earthly marriages, are but a reflection of that marriage between God and
His people in Christ. Why does Scripture repeatedly call idolatry adultery?
Why does the Bible call God's people adulterous when they depart from
Jehovah and serve other gods? The answer is: because earthly marriage
as instituted by God "in the beginning" is a reflection of the marriage
between God and His saints in Christ. This is the teaching of Scripture in
Jeremiah 3: 1, 2: "They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from
him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not
that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many
lovers: yet return to me, saith the Lord. Lift up thine eyes unto the high
places, and see where thou hast not been .lien with. In the ways hast thou
sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the
land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness." When Israel turns
to idols she is playing the harlot. Her wickedness is called by God, "thy
whoredoms," with which she has polluted the land. In spite of her
adultery the Lord says: "return again to me." This means that Jehovah
never breaks His covenant. Although a husband would never remain with
an adulterous wife, God remains with His people. No matter how often
they sin against Him God forever and eternally remains faithful to His
people and stays with them. His Word of love and tender mercy is always:
"return again to me." This same, precious truth is taught in the prophecy
of Hosea. Jehovah admonishes His apostate people: " .. .let her therefore
put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between
her breasts" (2:2). Later in the same chapter God promises His people:
"And I will betroth thee unto me for everi yea, I will betroth thee unto
me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in
mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt
know the Lord. . .. And I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained
mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my
people; and they shall say, Thou art my God" (vss. 19-23). God promises
to betroth His people to Himself forever. God stands in relationship with
His people as a husband is related to his bride. The church is married to
God forever. Marriage is a reflection of that union.

In even clearer light does this truth appear in the New Testament Scrip­
tures where the church is repeatedly said to be the bride of Christ. We are
taught this in Ephesians 5: 22-33: "Wives submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife,
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even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present
it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to
love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth him­
self. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherish­
eth it, even as the Lord the church; for we are members of his body, of
his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as
himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband." One cannot
help but remark, and we shall have more to say about this in future art­
icles, that if God's people in the church lived in obedience to this Word
there would be no marriage problems.

Notice, the passage speaks in very practical terms about the marriage
bond and the respective callings of husbands and wives. Wives are called
by God to submit themselves to their own husbands. In doing so they are
submitting to God Himself. The reason wives must do this is the husband
is the head of the wife just as Christ is the Head of the church and the
Saviour of the body. The conclusion is that just as the church is subject
to Christ so wives must be subject to their husbands in everything. Hus­
bands are called to love their wives just as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it. So intimate a union is marriage that husbands are called
to love their wives as their own bodies. In the same way that the Lord
nourishes and cherishes His body, the church, husbands must nourish and
cherish their wives. It is for this reason (and here the apostle quotes from
Genesis 2) that a man must leave his father and mother and cleave to his
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is marriage and the duties of
husbands and wives within that intimate bond. At this point the Scrip­
ture says: "This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and
the church" (vs. 32). What docs this mean? What is implied in this state­
ment? It means that in this passage concerning the marriage relationship
the apostle is speaking of the great mystery of Christ and the church!
When the apostle speaks of the wives' calling to submit to their own hus­
bands and of the husbands' calling to love their wives, he is speaking of the
great mystery of Christ and the church. Why must wives love their hus­
bands and submit to them in the Lord? Why must husbands love their
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wives and nourish and cherish them? They must do this because marriage
as instituted by God in Paradise the first is a picture or reflection of the
relationship between Christ and the church! The church is the bride of
Christ. the blood bought. redeemed bride of Christ. Christ is the Head and
Saviour of that church. the Husband of the church. This means that the
real marriage. the marriage is the intimate and sacred union between Christ
and His bride, the church. Marriage among men, the natural, earthly
marriage bond as instituted by God "in the beginning" is not the real or
essential marriage, but only an earthly reflection of the heavenly reality:
the marriage of Christ and the church. This is the marriage bond as
instituted by God at the very dawn of history.

Pastors must understand and believe this teaching of the Word of God
concerning marriage. They must instruct the people of God entrusted to
their care in these truths both from the pulpit and privately. These
foundational or principle truths of Scripture must govern pastors in all
their dealings with people in their churches who are experiencing diffi­
culties in their marriages. Only where these truths are upheld and only
where husbands and wives live together in the holy bond of marriage in
obedience to these Biblical teachings will there be found true marriages in
the Lord. These truths cannot be lightly cast aside or ignored without one
reaping a very bitter fruit indeed. Witness the unhappy marriages, the
crowded divorce courts, the broken homes, the scarred children. the
anxiety and stress among those who refuse to believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and be saved! Husbands and wives must know that their marriages
are reflections of Christ and His bride the church. They must take their
callings in the marriage bond seriously and they must strive to live together
as God would have them live together. It is of these kinds of homes and
marriages that the inspired poet of Psalm 128 speaks: "Blessed is every
one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat
the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with
thee. Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy
children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall
the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord shall bless thee out
of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.
Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel."

(to be continued...)

• • • • • • • • • •
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