




of the new dispensation up to this
point are the times of the Gentiles
when the church is gathered. This
time of the Gentiles will be brought
to an end by the rapture which can
occur at any point. Those who
have been faithful from the church,
both living and dead, will be caught
up into the air. Immediately
following this, the nation of Israel
will establish a covenant with the
nations and live in peace for three­
an'd-a-half years during which a
kingdom in Israel \vill be firmly
established (something which is
already taking place with the
establishment of that nation in
Palestine). After three-and-a-half
years, Russia, the revived Roman
Empire of Europe (developing now
in the common market), and the
nations of the East, will march
against Israel and a time of great
persecution and suffering will begin
for the]ews and for those Gentiles
who, during this period, turn to
God. Th is also will last three-and­
a-half years after which Christ will
come again with those who have
been taken in the rapture. This
coming of Christ will usher in the
millennium. Christ will reign on
Mt. Zion. The temple and the
sacrifices will be restored. The
faithful Jews throughout history
will be raised, including David, to
live in the millennial period. The
nation of Israel will enjoy a millen­
nium of unparalleled prosperity.
All the Gentiles will also live with
the Jews in that kingdom. This
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millennium will be brought to an
end by the gathering of the nations
against Israel and the great battle
of Armageddon will be fought.
All the enemies of Israel will be
defeated by Christ and the eternal
joy of heaven will be ushered in.

We cannot, in a book review,
evaluate the position of premilIen­
nialism. We call attention to three
areas which, in our judgment, are
basic to a criticism of this position.

The first area is that of Her­
meneutics. This is, to us, most
crucial. It involves the whole
question of the "literal" interpre­
tation of Scripture. While
Walvoord is ready to grant that
Scripture must be interpreted sym­
bolically in some places, he calls
the amillennial interpretation of
prophecy a "spiritualizing" of
prophecy. Especially when amil­
lennialists refer prophecies of the
Old Testament to the church when
Israel is mentioned, he demurs and
castigates amillennialists for re­
fusing to take Scripture literally.
He refuses to recognize that the
New Testament itself refers such
passages to the church. I have in
mind, e.g., such passages as Amos
9:11-15 and Acts 15:15-18, Hosea
2:28 and Romans 9:25, 26, and
others. In fact, although the
passage in Amos 9 is briefly treated,
he does not even mention these
other passages.

In connection with this, he,
along with all premillennialists,
does not understand the typical
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character of the Old Testament.
This is a serious error and leads to
many wrong interpretations.

The second area is the whole
area of the forced division between
the nation of Israel and the church.
He admits that the Scriptures speak
of the eh~ct Gentiles as the seed of
Abraham as well as the Jews, but
the very nature of premillennial
thought makes an identification of
the two impossible. He does not
reckon with the fact that Stephen,
in his speech before the Sanhedrin,
literally refers to the nation of
Israel in the wilderness as the
"church." He claims, wrongly,
that the word "Israel" never means
"church" in Scripture. And so he
denies that the church in all ages is
one, that Christ is both the Head of
this one church and the King of the
kingdom in which all the people of
God are citizens, that this one
universal church, gathered from the
beginning to the end of time from
both Jews and Gentiles has its great
unity in Christ Jesus the Head and
Lord of all. This too is a funda­
mental error.

The third area is his obviously
wrong exegesis of texts which are
twisted to fit his premillennial con­
ceptions. I can give only a few
examples. Both John 14:1-4 and
I Corinthians 15:51-57 are said to
be descriptions of the rapture, an
obvious impossibility. Psalm 2:6, 7
is said to refer to the resurrection
of David and his reign with Christ
in the millennial kingdom, an ob-
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vious contradiction of Acts 13: 33
where Paul explains that Psalm 2
was fulfilled in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

The whole premillennial concep­
tion also brings to the fore various
serious doctrinal questions which
the premillennialists seem incapable
of answering. I refer to such ques­
tions as: Why, if the one sacrifice
of Christ is complete and perfect,
will the sacrifices have to be
restored in the millennial kingdom?
Walvoord answers that they will be
merely sym boIs of the perfect
sacrifice of Christ. But this stands
in conflict with Hebrews which tells
us that the symbolic and typical
sacrifices of the Old Testament,
which could not take away sin, are
forever removed by the perfect
sacrifice of Christ. Another
problem is the question of how it is
possible that the glorified bodies
of the people of God taken up into
the air at the time of the rapture
can live with the earthly bodies of
the people who live in the millen­
nial kingdom of Israel. Walvoord
brushes this question aside as being
unimportant. Still another ques­
tion is how the sounding trumpet
of I Corinthians 15: 52 can be called
the "last" trumpet when it only
ushers in the millennium and when
another trumpet will have to be
sounded at the end of the age.

The clearly written book of
Walvoord not only describes in a
very understandable way the posi­
tion of premillennialism, but sharp-
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ly defines its many weaknesses. D

The Text of the New Testament, by
Kurt and Barbara Aland; tr. by
Erroll F. Rhodes; Wm. B. Eerd­
mans Publishing Company, 1989;
366pp. (Reviewed by Prof. H.
Hanko.)

Kurt Aland has served for nearly
half a century as co-editor of one of
the more widely used editions of
the Greek New Testament, the
Nestle-Aland edition. Barbara
Aland has worked in a similar
position since 1979. It is not sur­
prising, therefore, that this book is
a defense of and a companion
volume to that edition of the Greek
New Testament Scriptures. This
book is the second edition, ex­
tensively revised and enlarged.

The book has in it a vast amount
of material which is extremely
helpful to the student who works
with the Greek and who needs to
know something about the textual
apparatus so that he may come to
his own conclusions on the proper
reading of a given text. The book
contains a lengthy discussion of the
many editions of the New Testa­
ment; it devotes a chapter to the
transmission of the text; it dis­
cusses at some length the manu­
scripts which have been discovered
(5400 in all, although some have
been lost or destroyed); it contains
a lot of material on the early ver­
sions of the New Testament, not
only the Greek, but also the trans-
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lations; and it devotes a large
section to the use of the Nestle­
Aland edition especially and the
principles which underlie the estab­
lishment of a text. It is, therefore,
of great help to the student who is
beginning his study of the Greek
text of Holy Writ.

While, on the whole, the Nestle­
Aland edition follows the text of
Westcott and Hort (and, therefore,
also the principles which Westcott
and Hort used in determining the
text), the theory of Westcott and
Hort has been somewhat modified.
It is not surprising that the authors
of this book should, therefore, de­
fend the Nestle-Aland edition, but
it is somewhat surprising that they
take almost no notice of those who
violently disagree with this edition
and defend vigorously the Textus
Receptus, which text lies at the
basis of the King James Version of
the Bible. Hence, anyone who be­
gins his study of the Greek text by
reading this book will hardly know
that there are others who criticize
the text of Westcott and Hart, who
find serious flaws in the edition of
Westcott and Hort, and who
challenge the whole theory under­
lying this work. This is a serious
lack. Important work has been
done in this area by such men as
John Burgon,' Wilbur Pickering, and
Jakob VanBruggen - to name but a
few. Whether the authors agree
finally with the work of these men
or not, fairness would require, one
would think, an analysis of this
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alternate position.
One gets the impression from

the Alands' book that they dismiss
the work of other scholars with
whom they do not agree with some­
thing approaching a sneer. Almost
from, the outset the authors' strong
antipathy against the Textus Re­
ceptus (which is based on the
much-maligned Byzantine Text)
comes through. Writing about
Codex Bezae, the authors say that
if this text "had prevailed in the
early period it would have proved
far more difficult than the Textus
Receptus for scholarship to over­
come, and even this took a full
three hundred years" (p. 4). The
point is, of course, that the Textus
Receptus has nothing to do with
"scholarship," and that it was only
after a long and bitter struggle
that "scholarship" overcame what
can hardly be a t~xt worth talking
about (which would include our
King James Version). Speaking in
another place of beautifully decor­
ated MSS, the authors say, "Thus
from the sixth century there have
been preserved several manuscripts
of consummate artistry (parchment
stained purple, inscribed with silver
letters, and illuminated with gold),
and yet since they offer nothing
more than a Byzantine text... they
are in consequence quite irrelevant
for textual criticism" (p. 104). On
page 106, the authors baldly
state: "It was tempting to limit
the list to uncials of particular
interest for textual criticism,
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omitting not only a large number of
fragments but also the uncials
which have a purely or pre­
dominantly Byzantine Majority
text - groups of very little impor­
tance for the student."

This failure of the book to
address i~self to the arguments
raised against the Westcott and
Hort text almost makes one so
suspicious that he is inclined to
view the Textus Receptus with a
great deal of favor, on the basis of
the principle.- that a scholar of "uch
renown probably dismisses with a
wave of the hand arguments raised
against his position because he
cannot answer them.

Along the same lines, the book,
while so casually dismissing the
work of others, never once gives
any firm justification for its com­
mitment to the Westcott and Hort
text. Wirh something more than a
touch of arrogance, the authors
seem simply to take the position:
"Scholarship" has proved the
superiority of the Westcott and
Hort text; the Textus Receptus is
valueless; anyone who does not
agree is not a scholar.

What is clear from the book is
that the Westcott and Hort text
(the one basically followed by the
Nestle-Aland edition) is determined
in large measure by "internal
evidence." While we cannot here
go into a discussion of internal
evidence as opposed to external
evidence, I know from experience
that internal evidence is a highly
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subjective criterion that is finally
useless in determining the text of
the New Testament.

Yet the authors confidently
affirm that in the latest edition of
the Nestle-Aland New Testament
we have the exact text of the
Autographa. That kind of con­
fidence is a bit overwhelming if
one is at "all acquainted with the
difficulties involved in the problem.

It is not wise to read this book
as the only book on textual
criticism, for one will be left with
an extremely prejudiced and un­
balanced view of the pro blems
which arc involved.

What is of value in the book is
the large collection of plates from
all different kinds of old 1\1SS;
interesting and helpful tables which
sort out the many MSS and give
information on what parts of the
New Testament each contains; and
valuable information about many
of the most important MSS.

While, therefore. the book can
certainly be useful for college and
Seminary students who must learn
to use the critical apparatus of the
Greek New Testament, it is perilous
to say the least to limit on'eself
to this volume as if it contains the
whole truth. 0

Thoughts on Preaching, by j.\V.
Alexander. Edinburgh: The
Banner of Truth Trust, 1988,
pp. xiii-318, $14.95 (cloth). (Re­
viewed by Prof. Robert D. Decker.)

Once again we are debtors to
The Banner of Truth Trust for
giving us this attractively bound
reprint of Alexander's Thoughts on
Preaching, a work originally pub­
lished in 1864. Every preacher
ought to make every attempt to
make every sermon expository, and
every preacher who is committed
to this method ought to read this
book. Ruling elders in God's
church are responsible for the
pulpit, and everyone of them too
ought to read this book. Th<Jugh
written in the mid-19th century,
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Alexander's style is lucid, easy to
read, and in not a few instances
simply delightful.

james W. Alexander (1804­
1859) was the eldest son of Archi­
bald Alexander who served as the
first professor of Princeton Theo­
logical Seminary. During his
relatively brief career he pastored
several large Presbyterian churches
in New York and also taught at
Princeton from 1849-1851.

Here are two quotations to whet
the reader's appetite. To avoid
being dull and repetitious in his
preaching Alexander argued that
the preacher ought to read widely
and especially meditate upon Holy
Scripture. Wrote he: "It must be
the habit of the preacher to be
continually opening new veins, and
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deeply considering su bjects allied to
those on which he is to preach.
This habit is greatly aided by
judicious reading on theological
topics. A man \vill be as his books.
But of all means, none is so
effectual as the perpetual study of
the Scriptures. Let a man be in­
terested in them day and night,
continually laboring in this mine...
and he will be effectually secured
against self-repetition" (p. 12).
One of his arguments for exposi­
tory preaching runs as follows:
"There are some important and
precious doctrines of revelation
which are exceedingly unwelcome
to the minds of many hearers;
such for instance, are the doctrines
of predestination and uncondition­
al election. These, the preacher is
tempted to avoid, and by some
they are never unfolded during a
whole lifetime. . .. Moreov.er, it is
unquestionable that many doctrines
are abhorrent to the uninstructed
mind, when they are set forth in
their naked theological form, which
are by no means so when presented
in their scriptural connection. Here
again, is a marked superiority on
the side of exposition" (p. 241). D

New Testament Commentary: Ex­
position of the Epistles of Peter
and of the Epistle of Jude, by
Sinion J. Kistemaker. Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1987,
443pp. (cloth), $19.95. (Reviewed
by Prof. Robert D. Decker.)
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Dr. Kistemaker, professor of
New Testament at Reformed Theo­
logical Seminary in Jacks9,n, Missis­
sippi, is completing the series be­
gun by the late William Hendriksen.

Kistemaker writes clearly and is
easy to follow. In addition, the
format makes this commentary a
useful tool for both the lay person
and the preacher. The body of the
commentary contains no Greek and
little technical language. The
author treats important grammati­
cal and syntactical points in a
separate section called: "Greek
Words, Phrases, and Construc­
tions...."

Kistemaker provides a detailed
introduction to e;;lch of the three
epistles and an ou tline of each. The
Select Bibliography, Index of
Authors, and Index of Scripture
are helpful additions especially for
pastors and others who might wish
to do a more in-depth study of
these epistles either for preaching
or teaching.

The exposition of the classic
text (II Peter 1:20, 21; pp. 271­
274) on the Divine origin and
trustworthiness of Holy Scripture is
good. Not so the exposition of
I Peter 2:8 where it appears that
Kistemaker interprets the text to
teach reprobation conditioned on
the wicked's persistent unbelief
and rejection of Christ. This
text clearly teaches that, in con­
trast to the chosen generation
(vs. 9), unbelievers are appointed
(titheemi is the Greek verb) by
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God to stumble over Christ. This,
however, ought not deter anyone
from using this otherwise fine
commentary. D

Biblical Doctrines, B.B. Warfield,
Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth
Trust, 1988, 665pp., $24.95
(cloth). (Reviewed by Rev.
Kenneth Koole.)

There are books that require a
review in order to assist the Re­
formed reader in making a decision
whether a book is worth purchasing
or not, and there are books that
require only a notice that they
have been pu blished to insure
themselves of a purchasing and a
reading public. This book belongs
to that latter category. It contains
sixteen chapters (or articles) on
various biblical doctrines from the
pen of Dr. B. B. Warfield, which
is to say, over 650 pages of solid
gold. This is not surface gold,
however, to be picked up by the
mere "skimmer," but is of a deeper,
richer vein, rewarding the diligent
laborer willing to delve into the
deeper things of God.

To whet the taste for this
volume we list a few of the sub­
jects treated: "Predestination,"
"The Foresight of Jesus," "The
Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity,"
"The Person of Christ," "The
Christ That Paul Preached," as well
as "The Prophecies of Paul," and
"The Millennium and the Apoca­
lypse." These are but seven sub-
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jects of the sixteen dealt wi th.
This is a volume every serious

student of Theology \vill want. The
only item giving pause to the
purchaser is the rather "handsome"
price - $24.95. But when has
gold ever come cheaply! The
Banner of Truth Trust has once
again left us their debtors. D

Commentary on Jude, by Thomas
Manton; Kregel Publications, 1988;
384pp., (paper). (Reviewed by
Prof. H. Hanko.)

This book is a reprint by Kregel
Publications of a commentary pub­
lished over 300 years ago. Thomas
Manton (1620-1677) was a Puritan
minister in the Presbyterian
Church. He was a very popular
preacher who preached before the
Parliament in the days when the
Puritans ruled the land. He was
present at the Westminster
Assembly and functioned as one of
three clerks. He was a prolific
writer, and this commentary is not
the only book of Manton which
has been preserved for us.

Many Puritan divines have given
us commentaries on various books
in the form of sermons which they
preached in their churches. This is
not that sort of commentary, but
is a verse by verse exposition of
the letter of Jude. It is an excellent
piece of work, shows the deep
devotion of the Presbyterian divines
to Scripture, and gives many
interesting and helpful insights
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into the text.
It deals with the Greek text

and, therefore, sometimes contains
material which cannot be used by
those who do not know Greek. But
these times arc few and far be­
tween and no single. person in­
terested in a good commentary on
Jude ought to pass it by.

It is, however, a typical Puritan
work. That is, it is extremely
verbose and wanders off into many

paths which are only very indirectly
suggested by the text. Peter
Masters, who writes the Foreword,
points out that Manton has three
solid pages on the first six words of
the epistle, eleven pages on the
meaning of the \vord "called,"
and twenty-four pages on the
result of the call. This is not,

however. all bad. The commentary 0

may be what \ve call long-\vinded,
and its Jl1any side-tracks may make
it somewhat more difficult to use
as a commentary; but the very
diversity of the material makes it
wonderfully rich devotional
material; and Manton possessed
par excellence the gift of applying
the tru ths of Scripture to the life
and calling of the people of God
and to their own su bjective ex­
perience of the riches of God's
grace inCh rist.

For ministers, especially those
who preach on Jude, it is a must.
For any of (;od's people who like
to read material of a devotional
kind, this will give many hours
of spiritual pleasure and much
blessing. D
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