





the basis of his revival work.

What were these erroneous
views which Finney taught?

Some form of post-millenni-
alism has often been associated with
the whole idea of revivals. This
book is no exception. In the intro-
duction appears a quotation which is
from an article written during Fin-
ney’s life and which was written in
an effort to persuade Finney to write
his Memoirs. One paragraph reads:

Future generations will be eager

to know the whole history of a
man who was the means of the
conversion of so many thousands
of souls, both in this country and
in the father land, and who has
awakened so general an interest
in the whole subject of revivals.
That eagerness, as the world moves
toward the Millennium, will be
vastly greater than that manifested
in the history of a conqueror, though
he may have been the hero of a
hundred battles (p. xxii).

Finney rejected all the doc-
trines of the sovereign grace of God
in the work of salvation as held by
the church. In a paragraph in which
he describes the teachings of his
mentor, Mr. Gale (who was his pas-
tor, his teacher in theological in-
struction, and an “old school” Pres-
byterian), he rejects everything which
Mr. Gale taught him. He writes:

But my studies, so far as he

was concemed as my teacher, were
little else than controversy. He
held to the Presbyterian doctrine
of original sin, or that the human
constitution was morally depraved.
He held also, that men were ut-
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terly unable to comply with the

terms of the Gospel, to repent, to

believe, or to do anything that

God required them to do. That

while they were free to all evil, in

the sense of being able to commit
any amount of sin; yel they were
not free in regard to all that was
good. That God had condemned
men for their sinful nature; and
for this, as well as for their trans-
gressions, they deserved eternal
death, and were under condemna-
tion. He held also that the influ-
ences of the Spirit of God on the
minds of men were physical, act-
ing directly upon the substance of
the soul. That men were passive
in regeneration; and in short he
held all those doctrines that logi-
cally flow from the fact of a na-
ture sinful in itself. These doc-
trines I could not receive. 1could
not receive his views on the sub-
ject of atonement, regeneration,
faith, repentance, the slavery of
the Will, or any of their kindred
doctrines (p. 48).

Finney was convinced that to
hold these doctrines prevented re-
vival in the church and brought about
spiritual lethargy and death. In every
respect he held to contrary views.

Old School Presbyterianism
(and it must be remembered that at
Finney’s time, the early part of the
nineteenth century, Presbyterianism
was doctrinally strong in this coun-
try) is repeatedly characterized as
“hyper-Calvinism” (see p. 9 for an
example of this). The conversion
experience, in Finney’s judgment,
involved accepting Christ, special
mental states which were similar to

67



Book Reviews

visions, and new baptisms of the
Holy Spirit (p. 9). He rejected the
doctrine that Christ “literally paid
the debt of the elect and fully satis-
fied retributive justice”; and taught
instead that Christ “only satisfied
public justice” and that was all that
the government of God could re-
quire (p. 51).

Especially the doctrine of the
imputation of guilt is the object of
Finney’s disapproval — a doctrine
which lies at the very heart of Scrip-
ture and the truths of sovereign grace.
He even goes so far as to say that the
truth of imputation is a “theological
fiction” (pp. 59, 60).

In fact, the whole of the
Reformed faith is subjected to what
almost amounts to mockery (pp. 59,
60, 123, 152, 190, 265, 273, etc.).
Finney will have none of it. The
doctrines which he preached were
the only doctrines which, in his
judgment, would bring about genuine
revival and the blessed outpouring
of the Spirit which he so desperately
sought. When Dr. Charles Hodge
attacked him publicly for his views,
he wrote an answer, and confidently
boaststhathesucceededin defeating
Dr.Hodge, for this learned professor
and sound Calvinist from Princeton
never took up the pen against him
again.

One who knows the Canons of
Dordt is reminded, at almost every
point in the description of Finney’s
theological views, of the errors of
the Arminians which are condemned
by the fathers of Dordt and which are
described as being the old Pelagian
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errors resurrected out of hell. A
striking instance of this is Finney’s
assertion that the work of the Spirit
is nothing but moral suasion — al-
most the exact term used by the
fathers of Dordt to describe the pes-
tilential error of Arminianism.

In keeping with his totally
Arminian theology, Finney also taught
perfectionism, i.e., that the child of
God who possesses the baptism of
the Spirit is able to free himself from
all known sin. Interestingly, Finney
tells us in these Memoirs that he
developed this doctrine of perfec-
tionism because he was concerned
about the fact that so many converts
were returning to their old ways. It
was his judgment that perfectionism
would prevent this “backsliding” (pp.
350ff.).

Finney is also the one who
introduced into evangelistic work
the “altar call.” He gave a slightly
different name to it. When under his
preaching many were brought under
conviction of sin, he summoned them
forward to occupy what he called,
“the anxious seat”: open seats near
the front of the auditorium in which
people who came forward at his
invitation could sit. Here he would
speak to them and press home on
them the claims of Christ. It was im-
portant to Finney to elicit from these
people an immediate decision to
accept Christ and come to peace.
This need for an immediate decision
was important to Finney, and he
refers to it again and again.

Strangely, while Finney criti-
cizes the doctrines of sovereign grace
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as without biblical proof, he himself
never attempts any biblical proof for
his views. In fact, quite the contrary,
he repeatedly justifies his theologi-
cal position on the grounds that only
the preaching of these views resulted
in positive fruit and conversions for
Christ. The correctness of a theo-
logical position is judged by the results
in mass conversions, not by the stan-
dard of Scripture!

While oftentimes Finney tips
his hat towards the Holy Spirit in an
effort to give the Spirit proper credit,
the Memoirs place a lot of emphasis
on what he personally accomplished.
Sometimes this is done by direct
references to himself and his com-
pelling work; sometimes it is done
by holding up for criticism the fruit-
lessness of the preaching of those
who disagreed with him; and some-
times it is done by praising the ef-
forts of men who followed his ex-
ample and used his methods and
theology. I suppose it is in keeping
with his wrong views of the guid-
ance of the Spirit, but it comes across
as boasting when Finney repeatedly
reminds us that he never prepared
his sermons. Most of the time he
never even chose a text and only
spoke on a passage revealed to him
by the Spirit as he mounted the plat-
form. Apparently the Word of God
was not of sufficient importance to
him to spend time in careful sermon
preparation.

Finney was a traveling evan-
gelist. He was not a minister in a
fixed charge — although a minister
occupying a fixed charge is some-
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thing which the Church Order of the
Reformed churches considers to be
vital to the official preaching of the
gospel. He preached not only in
Presbyterian Churches, but in any
churches into which he could secure
entrance. He preached everywhere,
in the hopes that revival would erase
denominational differences and unite
true believers into one church. What
is disturbing is that the Presbyterian
Church, of which he was a member,
never took official ecclesiastical
action against him. As strong as it
was in the nineteenth century, it
seemed to lack the spiritual strength
necessary to expel heretics. It may
very well be that in this were sown
the seeds of apostasy which has
brought the mainline Presbyterian
Church to ecclesiastical ruin in our
day.

Finney was quite insistent on
the point that only his theology could
bring about revival. He is probably
correct in this assertion. But if he is,
it is a mystery how professing Cal-
vinists can promote, pray for, and
seek revival in our day. If the theo-
logical basis is wrong, the revivalis-
tic structure built on it is a tottering
house of cards which soon tumbles
into ruin. (]

Calvin, Geneva and the Reforma-
tion, by Ronald S. Wallace; Baker
Book House, 1988; pp. viii-310
(cloth), $12.95. [Reviewed by Prof.
H. Hanko.]

Ronald Wallace is Professor
Emeritus of Columbia Theological
Seminary in Georgia. He now lives
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in Edinburgh, Scotland where he
also earned a Ph.D. in Divinity. He
is a Calvin scholar of the first rank
and has put his massive learning into
an important, interesting, and excel-
lent book. His book gleans its mate-
rial from all of Calvin’s writings,
including Calvin’s Commentaries,
his Tracts and Treatises, his corre-
spondence, as well as Calvin's
magnum opus, “The Institutes of the
Christian Religion.” Anyone whois
interested in the work and theology
of Calvin will enjoy and profit from
this work.

Perhaps one of the most ap-
pealing features of the book is the
author’s ability to weave the life of
Calvin into discussions of Calvin’s
views and writings. Although espe-
cially the first part of the book is
biographical, the author intersperses
gems out of Calvin’s life throughout
his discussions. And he deals with
Calvin’s multi-faceted labors and
astounding genius in a fair and
compelling way. The three main
sections of the book are: 1) The
Reformer and his City, 2) Church-
man and Pastor, 3) The Theologian.
Under the first main heading, the
author deals with, “The Aim and the
Plan,” “Decisive Issues in a Mun-
dane Setting,” “The Struggle for
‘Spiritual Government’,” “Rumors,
Slanders, and Cases,” “Economics
in Geneva,” “Education and the
Humanities in Geneva,” “Towards a
Christian Society.”

There are many parts of the
book which particularly struck my
attention, of which we mention a
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few. The author includes important
information on the relation between
the Council in the city of Geneva
and the Consistory, in which he
demonstrates that Calvin was far
from being the dictator he is often
described as being (pp. 54-64). While
the Council in Geneva abolished feast
days, the author claims that Calvin
himself was in favor of them (p. 58).
Although Calvin held firmly to the
idea of private ownership of prop-
erty, he differed from modern capi-
talistictheory. On page 109 Calvin’s
condemnation of instrumental ac-
companiment of singing is docu-
mented; but the author demonstrates
how balanced Calvin really was in
his application of the regulative prin-
ciple. There is an excellent chapter
on Calvin’s thoughts on education
(pp. 102ff.) in which Calvin’s em-
phasis on its importance is set forth.
On Calvin’s views concerning the
relation between church and state
the author is correct in his analysis
of Calvin’s position. One of the
most moving and enlightening chap-
ters, in my opinion, was the chapter
which dealt with Calvin’s pastoral
work both in Geneva proper and
through his correspondence. Gener-
ally speaking, the author also does
justice to Calvin’s theology, although
it sometimes secemed to me that the
author occasionally fell into the
mistake of putting Calvin’s theol-
ogy intoamodern context andevalu-
ating it in the light of present-day
theological discussion and dispute.

An example of this latter is the
author’streatment of Calvin’s views
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of grace, which are discussed espe-
cially in the chapter on education.
The author maintains that Calvin
called the good in the wicked, grace,
and holds that Calvin even went so
far as to say that common grace is
redeeming grace which has its ori-
gin in the cross (p. 104). A certain
argument can surely be made in
support of the first proposition, but
the simple fact is that: 1) Calvin did
not write in the context of the mod-
ern controversy over the subject of
common grace, and, 2) Calvin’s
theology as a whole certainly mili-
tates against any kind of common
grace. As far as that element of
common grace is concerned which
is called “the free offer,” even Wil-
liam Cunningham is forced to the
conclusion that Calvin did not teach
it.

Calvin’s doctrine of the extent
of the atonement, a subject being
much debated these days, is rele-
gated to a footnote on page 251; and
the conclusion of the author is that
Calvin is not clear on it. Again, W.
Cunningham cites important evidence
from Calvin’s writings that Calvin
held to the doctrine of limited re-
demption, even though the specific
references are relatively scanty.

While Calvin’s views on pre-
destination are, for the most part, ac-
curately presented, the author does
find certain ambiguities on this sub-
jectin Calvin; but it appears as if the
author does not reckon sufficiently
with Calvin’s refusal to enter into
questions, especially concerning
reprobation, on which Scripture it-
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self is silent.

All those who are spiritual
children of Calvin will find this book
delightful and instructive reading,
and not many books can be as valu-
able an addition to one’s “Calvin
Library” as this one. Q

Colossians & Philemon (Exegeti-
cal Guide to the Greek New Testa-
ment), by Murray J. Harris; Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing, 1991. Pp. xxix-
310. $21.95 (paper). [Reviewed by
Prof H. Hanko.]

We are informed in the Pref-
ace that this book is the first volume
of a new series of twenty commen-
taries on the New Testament which
will be published over the next dec-
ade or so.

One may wonder why a new
series is being prepared when al-
ready a welter of new commentaries
have been written the last thirty or
forty years. But there is good reason
for this. The answer to this question
is provided in the Preface.

This ambitious new series seeks
to bring together classroom, study,
and pulpit by providing the stu-
dent or pastor with the informa-
tion needed to understand and
expound the Greek text of the
New Testament. The Exegetical
Guide to the Greek New Testa-
ment closes the gap between gram-
matical analysis and exegesis,
leading the reader into an in-depth
understanding of the New Testa-
ment Greek text by guiding him
or her through the processes of
thorough exegesis flowing into

71



Book Reviews

sermon construction.

It has been my experience in
Seminary that the student always
faces problems in translating Greek
(and Hebrew) grammar into exege-
sis, and in translating exegesis into a
sermon in good homiletical form.
This commentary is intended to be
of assistance in these problems. This
is why, in the quote above, the au-
thor speaks of bringing “together
classroom, study, and pulpit.”

To accomplish this goal, the
author of this work on Colossians
and Philemon has written a book
which cannot really be considered a
commentary by any traditional
meaning of that term. It is entirely
different. It concentrates on an
analysis of Greek grammar and
syntax. Toaccomplishthis, the book
contains:

(1) the Greek text; (2) a struc-
tural analysis; (3) a comprehen-
sive discussion of each phrase in
turn, treating significant textual
variants and vocabulary, giving
detailed grammatical analysis
(including parsing), exploring the
options in disputed points of exe-
gesis, and providing, in effect, an
index to the standard reference
works — grammars, word-study
books, and the BAGD lexicon;
(4) a translation and an expanded
paraphrase, both incorporating
the results of the exegetical dis-
cussion; (5) a list (for most para-
graphs of exegetical and bibli-
cal-theological topics arising in
the text and suggested for further
study, with detailed bibliography
given for each topic; and (6) hom-
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iletical suggestions, designed to
help the pastor move from the
Greek text to preaching that re-
flects careful exegesis of the text.

This commentary is indeed of
real help in these areas mentioned
above. Itidentifies all the forms and
gives the usage of noun case endings
and the tenses, moods, and voices of
the verbs. It shows the relationships
between words, clauses, and phrases
and explains these. It briefly ex-
plains difficult words and expres-
sions. Indealing with alternate read-
ings, it prefers the Nestles-Aland
edition of the Greek New Testament
and thus relies chiefly on the Wescott-
Hort text. It includes a literal trans-
lation of the Greek text and an ex-
panded paraphrase. The latter is, of
course, commentary, and the result
is that the expanded paraphrase is
not of that much value. Atthe end of
the discussionn of each book is a
literal translation of the entire book
and an expanded paraphrase of the
entire book. The glossary of gram-
matical and rhetorical terms at the
end is of considerable value.

In evaluating the work, the
following comments ought to be
made. It is my judgment that this
book (and those which follow, if
they are of the same quality) is an
excellent help especially to the new
preacher. It bridges well the gap
between grammar and exegesis and
will be of great assistance in this
aspect of sermon preparation. It is
unique among commentaries and will
be a valuable addition to any minis-
ter’s library. It is, of course, in its
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very nature, of use to Seminary stu-
dents and ministers only. Those
who have noknowledge of the Greek
text will not find this work of any
help in understanding the text.

It is not of such great help in
bridging the gap between exegesis
and homiletics. The homiletical
suggestions are uniformly of little
use to the Reformed preacher. Even
though he uses this book, he is going
to have to make his own sermons
without the homiletical assistance
of this work.

It is not, because of the nature
of the book, of a great deal of help in
penetrating the meaning of the text.
Its heavy emphasis on the relation
between grammar and exegesis does
not allow room for a detailed study
of the text as a whole. Other com-
mentaries will have to be used for
that purpose.

Book Notices

Its theological basis is not strong
and it shows a strong Arminian bias.
For example, on page 51, inits treat-
ment of the “all things” in Colos-
sians 1:20, the author writes:

Verses 21-23, especially the

conditional clause in v. 23a, make
it clear that while the whole uni-
verse has now been restored to its
God-ordained destiny, viz., its
proper relation to Christ, in an ob-
jectively real reconciliation, still
the benefits of this reconciliation
are not experienced by individual
human beings automatically, apart
from their faith.

Nevertheless, I strongly urge
our students and pastors to get these
works and study them. They are
alone in the world of commentaries
in emphasizing the grammatical
significance.of the New Testament
text of Scripture. Qa

Book Notices

The Doctrine of Scripture, by Homer
C. Hoeksema. Grand Rapids: Re-
formed Free Publishing Association,
1990. 93 pp. $6.95(paper) [Reviewed
by Prof. Decker.]

The contents of this little vol-
ume were prepared by Prof.
Hoeksema for an elective class in
the Protestant Reformed Seminary.
The class was intended to introduce
the students to “Contemporary Views
of Scripture.” The material found in
this book was really an introduction,
a positive statement of the doctrine
of Holy Scripture. Prof. Hoeksema
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was taken to glory before he had op-
portunity to complete the work.

Hoeksema answers this ques-
tion: “What has been historically,
and what is now, the Reformed and
confessional view of Scripture?” It
is Hoeksema’s contention that this
question must first be answered before
any critical analysis of contempo-
rary views of Scripture can be prop-
erly done.

The reader will find in this
book a treatment of the doctrine of
Scripture as taught in the Reformed
Creeds. He will also find detailed
treatment of “Scripture’s Self-Testi-
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mony.” Intwo very important chap-
ters (5 & 6) Hoeksema argues con-
vincingly that there is no “human
factor” or “element” in the produc-
tion of Holy Scripture. The book
concludes with a comprehensive state-
ment on the concept of “Organic In-
spiration.”

We are convinced that the key
doctrine under attack in our day is
the doctrine of Holy Scripture itself.
For this reason the book is must
reading for seminarians, officebear-
ers, Christian school teachers, and
all believers. It will provide the
Reformed believer with the neces-
sary, foundational understanding of
this crucial truth. Thus the believer
will be enabled to evaluate the false
views of Scripture so prevalent in
our day. Q

Justification, the Heart of the Gos-
pel, by Jimmy K. Barber; Veritas
Publications, 829 Angelina Place,
Memphis, TN 38122; 256 pp.,
(paper), $9.95. [Reviewed by Prof.
H. Hanko.]

Jimmy Barber is the pastor of
a Baptist church in Memphis, Ten-
nessee; and this book is, therefore,
written from a Baptist perspective.
Nevertheless, the author is a strong
defender of the doctrines of sover-
eign grace, and this book is a defense
of the truth of eternal justification.

In the “Preface” the author
gives us the reason for writing this
book.

This book was written for the
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purpose of leading the student of
the Bible to a richer and better
understanding of the doctrine of
justification. The modern cry
thatdoctrine is unimportant is not
true. The epistles in the New
Testament instruct the reader with
doctrine before giving the guide-
lines for practical holiness. Many
professors of Christianity do not
understand the doctrine of justifi-
cation nor the meaning of the
word. [ have tried to correct this
erroneous thinking in this book.
Further, I have introduced the
modem reader to some writers of
the past....

The author goes on to tell us
that in his research he has made use
of sources from many different de-
nominational backgrounds and from
many different centuries. The em-
phasis, however, falls upon Baptist
and Puritan works,

The book is important and ought
to be read by Reformed pastors. It
gives an idea of the thinking of Baptists
who are committed to the sovereign
work of God in salvation on this
important truth.

It is my judgment that the
author, in his treatment of the eter-
nal character of justification, does
not always make the careful distinc-
tions which ought to be made in
order to explain this doctrine which
has been the cause of much division
within the Reformed churches of
Dutch descent.

I was a bit surprised that the
author made no references to Her-
man Hoeksema in his book, although
he knows the position of Hoeksema

——
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on this subject and has read
Hoeksema’s works. Q

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The Fight
of Faith 1939-1981, by lain H.
Murray. Edinburgh: The Banner of
Truth Trust, 1990. pp. xxiv-831,
$36.95 (cloth). [Reviewed by R.
Decker.]

This massive work is volume
two of a biography of the late great
preacher of Westminster Chapel in
London. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones:
The First Forty Years 1899-1939,
the first volume of the biography,
was published in 1982, about a year
after Lloyd-Jones’ death. The Doc-
tor himself authorized his long-time
friend and former assistant pastor at
the Chapel (1956-1959), Iain H.
Murray, to write the biography.

The two volumes present a
detailed account of the life of this
great preacher. Both are enhanced
by a number of photographs. The
reader will find fascinating accounts
of details in the life of the Doctor.
For example, one finds the story of
how the Doctor first met his prede-
cessor, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, at
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the Chapel. Fascinating tco is the
story of how Morgan picked Lloyd-
Jones as his successor. The two
preachers were quite different doc-
trinally. Morgan was Arminian in
histheology, while Lloyd-Jones was
a Calvinist. If one wonders how the
one could succeed the other in the
same pulpit, he learns that after the
War an entirely different congrega-
tion emerged at Westminster.

These books, especially vol-
ume two, are more than a biography
of the Doctor. One gains insights
into the ecumenical movement and
its impact on the church in Great
Britain. One also learns of the influ-
ences of Crusade Evangelism which
Lloyd-Jones steadfastly opposed and
of the influences of the charismatic
movement.

While the cost of the two vol-
umes is rather high, the books are
worth having to anyone interested in
the evangelical church in England
during the first half of the twentieth
century. Lloyd-Jones was a great
preacher whose influence carried far
beyond the large Westminster Chapel,
through his travels, itinerant preach-
ing, and publications. Q
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