




decisions ("decrees," according to
the Greek) were delivered by Paul
and Silas to the churches and re­
ceived by them with joy!

Both editors are convinced that
the biblical principles ofchurch gov­
ernment as enunciated by the apostles
and early post-apostolic church, and
as restored by the Reformers of the
sixteenth century (notably Calvin)
are the principles ofReformedlPres­
byterian church polity. This re­
viewer agrees! What is missing,
however, is a recognition and an
explanation of the important and
fundamental principle of the au­
tonomy of the local church as so
beautifully woven into the Church
Order of Dordt. In addition to this,
David Hall's position that "All gov­
ernment is necessitated by human
depravity and the Fall and, as such,
is necessarily a mechanism of re­
sponse to that fallen condition" sim­
ply is not true. Government finds its
origin in the will of the sovereign
God who created the heavens and
the earth. Adam had dominion,
rule, in paradise. Christ is God's
King and will certainly rule in the
New Creation.

Both introductory essays, but
especially is this true of the second
by David Hall, are characterized by
highly technical, unfamiliar, and
obscure terminology which makes
them difficult for anyone lacking a
college or seminary education.
Among these are terms like
"repristinator of presbyterianism,"
"recrudescence of the presbyterian
system," "praxis, ItI'harmartiology,"
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and "heuristic value. " But if one has
a dictionary at his elbow he should
be able to make his way through the
essays.

Joseph Hall was formerly pro­
fessor of church history and librar­
ian at Knox Theological Seminary,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and cur­
rently teaches at Mid-America Semi­
nary. His son, David Hall, is pastor
of Covenant Presbyterian Church
(PCA) in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

The book is greatly enhanced
by a "Bibliographical Essay" by
David Hall and an index. •

DivineSovereignty andHulIUlnRe­
sponsibility: Biblical Perspectives
in Tension, by D.A. Carson. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, Publishers,
1994. Pp. xii-271. $19.99 (paper)
[Reviewedby Prof. Herman Hanko.]

Dr. Carson, Research Profes­
sor of New Testament at Trinity
Evangelical School, Deerfield, IL,
has written extensively in New Tes­
tament studies, including a lengthy
commentary on the Gospel Accord­
ing to John. This present work is a
popularization, if I may put it that
way, of his doctoral thesis at Cam­
bridge Univ.ersity submitted in 1975.
This edition is a reprint, the original
book being published in Great Brit­
ain and the US in 1981.

The topic is an interesting one
for it has been an issue in the church
and a subject for discussion since the
time of Augustine when the great
bishop of Hippo did battle with the
Pelagians and semi-Pelagians. Any-
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one with an interest in Reformed
doctrine tends to be eager to read
what such a notable scholar as D.A.
Carson has to say on the subject.
Undoubtedly Protestant Reformed
people would be especially inter­
ested in a discussion of this subject,
for they would eagerly devour a book
devoted to a defense of the absolute
sovereignty of God. It is with some
disappointment, therefore, that al­
ready in chapter 2 one reads:

On the one hand the words, "so it
was not you who sent me here,
but God" (Gen. 45:8) are hyper­
bolic: Joseph does not minimize
the ugly fact that the brothers
with evil intent (50:20) did in­
deed sell him (45:5). The text
will not allow the brothers to be
classed as puppets and thus to
escape their guilt. On the other
hand, neither does it picture God
~s post eventu deflecting the evil
action of the brothers and trans­
forming it into something good
(p. 10).

It is the footnote here that is
interesting. Apart now from the fact
that Carson calls Joseph's confes­
sion of God's sovereignty an exag­
geration, the footnote makes it very
clear where the author intends to
stand on the issue. The footnote reads
in part: "On the one side, cf. H.
Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics
(Grand Rapids, 1966), and, less rigid,
G.H. Clark, BiblicalPredestination
(Nutley, 1969)." So at the outset
Hoeksema's position, the traditional
Reformed position of the Reformed
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and Presbyterian creeds, is laid aside
as too rigid. This does not bode well
for the contents. (We might note
here in passing that one great weak­
ness of the book is its failure to refer
in any respect to the historic creeds
of the church - although this is
characteristic of modern evan­
gelicalism.)

It is in the very last chapter
that Carson deals in detail with the
problem that confronts anyone think­
ing about these matters: How can
God be absolutely sovereign while
man remains responsible for his
wicked deeds? In some respects
Carson is on target. While recogniz­
ing that the final understanding of
this problem lies beyond us, he ac­
knowledges also that God is sover­
eign and man is responsible because
man's sins are committed voluntar­
ily (cf. pp. 207ff.).

Nevertheless, in the material
leading to his final analysis of the
problem, one finds serious short­
comings. In his interpretation of
John 3:16, he rejects those who in­
terpret the passage 1) as teaching
universal salvation; 2) as teaching
that God's purposes in saving all
men are frustrated; and 3) as teach­
ing that "world" refers to the elect
(174). The conclusion is: "The
passages in John which deal with the
'cosmic' sweep ofGod's purposes ...
function in such away as to increase
human responsibility in the light of
God's gracious and available salva­
tion" (175).

The author deals with John 12
and the clear statement concerning
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reprobation in the chapter, but de­
fines reprobation as "realized
eschatology ofcondemnation" (196;
see also the summary on pages 197,
198).

But, when one examines the
whole matter a bit more closely, one
begins to have serious doubts about
Carson's exegetical methodology.
These doubts first begin to surface
when one discovers that in just over
200 pages of text, no fewer than 80
pages are devoted to a careful analy­
sis of extra-canonical writings: the
Septuagint, the Apocrypha, the Dead
Sea Scrolls, and other Jewish writ­
ings. Why ought these writings to be
considered in the matter, one won­
ders?

This uneasiness is increased
when one discovers that, while in
the early part of the book various
New Testament passages are briefly
referred to, and while the Gospel
According to John is extensively
treated, almost no attention is paid
to other New Testament passages
which are crucial to an understand­
ing of the matter. One need only
think of Acts 2:23; 4:28; Ephesians
1:3ff.; Romans 9; I Peter 2:8; and
many such-like passages with which
the New Testament abounds.

But the reason comes out on
pages 201ff. After summarizing the
teachings of all these extra-canoni­
cal writings, and after saying some
things about John's Gospel, the au­
thor writes: "There are points of
contact between John and the DSS
(Dead Sea Scrolls). Both share a
pessimistic view of man. Both em-
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phasize election and both hark back
to the Old Testament and claim to
interpret it" (204). After reading
this section one is left with the ines­
capable conclusion that Carson's
work with John to the exclusion of
the rest of the New Testament is due
to a higher critical approach which,
if not placing the extra-canonical
writings on a par with John, give to
them some authority in matters of
doctrine nonetheless. John becomes,
it seems, important because John
alone (or, perhaps, especially) puts
the Old Testament writings in their
proper perspective and gives proper
direction to the extra-canonical writ­
ings which are also important in
one's consideration of these prob­
lems.

The fact of the matter is that I
do not care a snap what the Targum
and the rabbinical writings have to
say about God's sovereignty and
man's responsibility. I desperately
care about what all Scripture says on
this matter. And I find that Scrip­
ture tells us in clear and unmistak­
able language that, while man is
indeed accountable for all his sins
and is justly punished for them, God
is absolutely sovereign: sovereign
over all things, sovereign over sin,
sovereign in election and reproba­
tion, sovereign in the work of salva­
tion in Christ. And He is sovereign
that to Him may be all glory forever
and ever, world without end.

If that is "rigid," so let it be.
God's sovereignty is too important
to worry about such caricatures. •
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Book Notices

Grace and Glory: Sermons
Preached in the Chapel of
Princeton Theological Seminary,
by Geerhardus Vas. Edinburgh: The
Banner of Truth Trust, 1994. Pp.
xii-296. $15.95 (cloth). [Reviewed
by Prof. Robert D. Decker.]

Geerhard us Vas (1862-1949),
best known for his Biblical Theol­
ogy, emigrated to the United States
in 1881. After intensive theological
training Vas declined an invitation
to teach Old Testament Theology at
the Free University of Amsterdam.
Instead he taught at Calvin Theo­
logical Seminary (Systematic and
Exegetical Theology) from 1888­
1893. From 1894 until he retired in
1932 Vas taught at Princeton Theo­
logical Seminary. He was ordained
as a nlinister in the Presbyterian
Church in the United States in 1894.
His wife, Catherine, is the author of
the well-known and loved, Child's
Story Bible.

Grace and Glory is a collec­
tion ofsermons preached by Dr. Vos
in the chapel ofPrinceton Seminary.
Vos, as these sermons indicate, was
akeen exegete of the Scriptures. His
insights are profound. The sermon
titled "Rabboni!" based on John
20:16 (the appearance of the risen
Christ to Mary Magdalene) is itself
worth the price of the book.

April, 1995

Ministers, Christian School
teachers, Bible study leaders, and
lay members of the church will find
a veritable spiritual feast in this book.
It is not easy going, but if one takes
the time to read it through at his own
pace, he will be edified.

The late John Murray de­
scribed Vos in these terms, "Dr. Vas
is, in my judgment, the most pen­
etrating exegete it has been my privi­
lege to know, and, I believe, the most
incisive exegete that has appeared in
the English-speaking world in this
century." Those of us who were
privileged to know Herman Hoek­
sema and hear his preaching and
teaching would no doubt disagree
with Murray. Nevertheless, Geer­
hardus Vos was a gifted, erudite
theologian and certainly ranks
among the best preachers in the Re­
formed tradition. •

Leadership Handbooks of Practi­
cal Theology: Outreach and Care,
James D. Berkley. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House Gompany, 1994.
Pp. xvii-480. $19.99 (cloth). [Re­
viewed by Prof. R. D. Decker.]

This book is a "handbook,"
i.e., it is intended to provide the
pastors and elders of the church a
quick, brief reference to a wide vari­
ety .of practical concerns in the
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church. This volume has seven main
sections dealing in order with the
following areas: Evangelism, Mis­
sions, Social Involvement, Pastoral
Care, Pastoral Counseling, Chris­
tian Education, and Chaplaincies.
Part V which deals with mental ill­
ness is particularly helpful. The
volume is enhanced by helpful, al­
though in most instances very brief,
bibliographies for further study at
the end of each main section.

The contributors are too many
to list. All are, as best this reviewer
could determine, in the evangelical
tradition.

The book will prove helpful
for pastors. Because it lacks a Re­
formed perspective the bookmust be
used with discretion. •

Historiography Secular and Reli­
gious, by Gordon H. Clark. Jefferson,
Maryland: Trinity Foundation, Pub­
lishers, 1994. Pp. xii-379. $13.95
(paper). [Reviewed by Prof. Herman
Hanko.]

Gordon Clark has written with
learning in many different fields,
jncluding history and philosophy. In
this volume he examines and ana­
lyzes all the major philosophers and
writers who have incorporated into
their writings or concentrated on
theories of history. The book is di­
vided into two parts, the first part
dealing with secular writers and the
second with "religious" writers.
Among the secular writers are Kant
and Marx; among the religious writ­
ers are Barth and Bultmann.
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The point of the book, how­
ever, is not merely to describe vari­
ous philosophiesofhistory, but rather
to demonstrate the emptinessofmost
secular and religious historiogra­
phers who refuse to be governed by
an objective starting point and who
refuse to allow their philosophy of
history to be directed by divine rev­
elation.

Clark argues, beginning with
Augustine's well-known De
Civitatis Dei, that there is no such
thing as "objective, value-free" his­
tory, but that true history begins
with God's revelation. As such it
has meaning, significance, and pur­
pose. Standing out in Clark's analy­
sis is his commitment to God's sov­
ereignty. Holding firmly to that
great truth, history is no longer "a
tale told by an idiot, full ofsound and
fury, signifying nothing." From the
perspective of God's sovereignty,
history becomes an important part of
the revelation of God, of abiding
significance for God's people.

The book is not for the faint­
_ hearted, but is important reading for

all Christian historians. •

The Serpent and the Cross: Reli­
gious Con:uption in an EvilAge, by
Alan Morrison. K & M Books,
Publishers. Pp. 638. (paper). [Re­
viewed by Prof. Herman Hanko.]

Mr. Morrison is intent on dem­
onstrating that the New Age Move­
ment, which so completely domi­
nates our present age, is nothing but
a revived Gnosticism. He himself
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describes the main contents of the
book in these words:

As we progress through this
book, we will see the numerous
twists and turns of historical de­
velopment which have made pos­
sible the prevailing conditions of
the present day. We will come to
see that the influence of the New
Age Movement is sweeping
through the formative institutions
of Western culture - especially
the intelligentsia, the "caring"
professions (social work, nurs­
ing, etc.), medicine, psychology,
psychotherapy, nlulti-national in­
dustry, the major re ligious faith,
global agencies and world gov­
ernment organizations (61, (2).

The author has his eschatology
pretty straight (e.g., he has no time
for post-millennial ideas of the king­
dom) and proceeds from the basic
viewpoint of the great battle which
Satan wages to destroy the cause of
God in the world. He traces the
history of the reappearance of Gnos­
ticism (an ancient 2nd and 3rd cen­
tury heresy) to the present, and ex­
amines many different movements
to demonstrate that they are all cut of
the same fabric. He describes in
detail the New Age Movement and
shows how all-pervasive it is, the
countless organizations promoting
it in one form or another, and the
theories and ideas which go to make
it up. He demonstrates how theo­
logical liberalism, the "New World
Order," various esoteric and
theosophic movements, occult prac­
tices, parapsychology, feminism, the
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Charismatic Movement (of which
he is scathing in his denunciation),
etc. all manifest the same basic evil
intent.

Each step of the way the au­
thor provides his analysis on the
basis of Scripture and is especially
concerned that the Christian, armed
with this knowledge of the New
Gnosticism, may better engage in
his evangelical calling.

The book includes an exten­
sive Bibliography and Index.

It can be ordered from:
Michael Kimmitt, 47 Elvetham
Road, Birmingham B15 2LY, En­
gland. Mr. Kimmitt informs me
that, while the book costs £15, he is
willing to ship it to anyone who will
send $20.00 to cover the cost of the
book and shipping and mailing. •

The Impact of the Reformation,
Heiko A. Oberman. Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Publishers, 1994. Pp.xi-263. $19.99
(paper). [Reviewed by Prof. Herman
Hanko.]

Heiko 0 berman is an acknowl­
edged scholar in the field of medi­
eval and Reformational studies. This
book, intended to be a companion
volume to an earlier book, TheDawn
o/the Reformation, is also a collec­
tion of essays written over the years
on different aspects of Reformation
history. It therefore lacks coherence
and unity.

On the foreground of these
essays are such subjects as the agree­
ment or lack thereofbetween Martin
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Luther and Johann von Staupitz, the
Modern Devotion, the antiSemitism
ofReformation times, and in how far
Luther himselfwas opposed to Jews.

The book is not for the faint­
hearted; it is highly technical and
deals with abstruse subjects. In fact,
its value is limited pretty much to
scholars, for it is filled with Latin
and German, most of which is
untranslated.

Although it deals with some
interesting subjects, one wonders
SOIlletimes about all this "scholar­
ship." The book is written by a
scholar for a scholar. That would
not be so bad ifit contributed signifi­
cantly to important aspects of the
Reformation. But as often as not, the
book deals with extremely periph­
eral subjects and seems to lose sight
of the forest because of the minute
plants on the forest floor. When
scholars can write books and essays
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and engage in long debates about
what Staupitz meant by the expres­
sion "the Babylonian Captivity" in
his statement in a letter to Luther: "I
was the one who became the fore­
runner of the holy gospel and still, as
always, hate the Babylonian Captiv­
ity," one wonders whether matters
concerning the Reformation are not
a bit out of perspective. Is it possible
that in some sense modern scholar­
ship strains at the gnat .cof a minor
historical detail) and swallows the
camel (of losing sight of God's great
work of salvation in the history of
the church)?

With all due respect for the
scholars and their painstaking work,
give me the great themes of God's
faithfulness in preserving the church.

At any rate, the book is of
value to those who are interested in
such minutiae. •
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