














Books Reviewed

Donald J. Bruggink is the general
editor, and especially some of the
books have been extremely valu-
able. I refer, e.g., to Gerald F.
DeJong's book, The Dutch Re-
formed Church in the American
Colonies. The series is entitled,
The Historical Series of the Re-
Jormed Church in America, this
volume is number 27.

The book contains two short
biographies of Howard Hageman,
the first one written by Dr.
Hageman’s wife. From the second
biography we learn that Hageman
was deeply influenced by the
Mercersburg theology, which he
also admired. J.W. Nevin and
Philip Schaff are probably the best
known proponents of this theol-
ogy, and there can be no question
about it that Hageman was deeply
influenced by it.

The Mercersburg Theology
was developed in the seminary of
the German Reformed Church in
Mercersburg, PA. It actively en-
gaged in ecumenical activities and
was in some respects heretical.
Hageman was especially influ-
enced by the ideas of worship pro-
moted in the Mercersburg Semi-
nary.

Howard Hageman was a
graduate of New Brunswick Semi-
nary, served as minister for 28
years in an RCA congregation in
Newark, NJ, and spent the rest of
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his active life as professor of the
seminary from which he gradu-
ated.

The book is a kind of
“Festschrift.” It contains chapters
on such subjects as Hageman’s
high view of preaching and the
ministry, and his own power as a
minister; his view on the Lord’s
Supper, particularly from a litur-
gical viewpoint; his lifelong pre-
occupation with the subject of
worship, an interest sparked by the
Mercersburg theologians and car-
ried over into an emphasis on the
ecumenicity of worship, which was
so influential in Presbyterian and
Reformed churches: his great gifts
as a musician, gifts which he em-
ployed in writing about and teach-
ing proper church music; and his
work and influences in missions.

Appropriately, because
Hageman’s primary interest was
in the area of liturgy, three of his
lectures on this subjectare included
in the book. H

The Reformed Family Worldwide:
A Survey of Reformed Churches,
Theological schools, and Inter-
national Organizations. Edited by
Jean-Jacques Bauswein and Lukas
Vischer. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1999.
xii + 740 pages. $35.00 (paper).
[Reviewed by Russell Dykstra.]
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Have you ever wanted to
know what Reformed churches are
in Hungary? Or Russia? Or what is
the size of the Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church? Have you ever heard
the name of a Reformed denomi-

- nation for the first time and won-

dered about its background and
history? Or perhaps you wanted to
get the connections straight be-
tween the Reformed churches in
the Netherlands and those in the
United States. Or which seminary
is in Apeldorn and which in
Kampen (the Netheriands). Then
you will find The Reformed Fam-
ilv Worldwide both interesting and
useful.

This new work is the fruit of
an ambitious and monumental ef-
fort of the editors to compile infor-
mation on all the Reformed
churches and seminaries in the
world. The initial search for the
various Reformed churches was
itself a large undertaking resulting
in a list of 750 “communities,” as
they put it, and over 500 theologi-
cal schools worldwide. Then it was
necessary to gather the informa-
tion on each of these, check for
accuracy, and get it into print be-
fore the statistics became too old
and outdated. Quite a project!

The result is well worth the
effort, however. The book isa veri-
table gold mine of information on
the “Reformed family worldwide.”
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The book opens with thirty-
three pages of introductory mate-
rial by Editor Vischer on “The
Reformed Tradition and its Mul-
tiple Facets.” The first question
that requires answer is “*What is
included in the term ‘Reformed’?”
Obviously there have been many
divisions among the Protestants
that came out of the Reformation
of Calvin, and they have adopted a
variety of names, not merely “Re-
formed.” In the narrowest sense,
Reformed describes the Protestant
Reformation in the line of Calvin
(in distinction from that of Luther)
as it developéd on the continent of
Europe. It would comprise espe-
cially those who call themselves
Reformed and hold to the three
Reformed creeds — the Heidelberg
Catechism, the (Belgic) Confes-
sion of Faith, and the Canons of
Dordrecht. This would distinguish
the Reformed from the Presbyte-
rian churches which developed in.
Scotland and England.

A broader definition of Re-
formed would include all the Re-
formed and the Presbyterian
churches. The editors take an even
broader view and include all the
“streams of the Reformed tradi-
tion (Reformed, Presbyterian, Con-
gregational, Evangelical, and
United)” (p. vii). While this de-
tracts from the work in that many
of the churches included in the
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survey have departed far from the
historic Reformed faith and tradi-
tion, it is also of interest to see how
the various branches have devel-
oped.

The introductory section is a
succinct history of the Reformed
tradition, particularly how it came
into focus and then divided many-
fold. The editors rightly identify
the distinguishing doctrines of the
Reformed tradition — predestina-
tion and the covenant (p. 9). They
correctly identify the Presbyterian
form of church government as the
one that Reformed churches main-
tained was the biblical form (p. 9).
The introduction proceeds to dem-
onstrate the sharpening of the Re-
formed faith by the Canons of
Dordrechtin 1618-19, and the con-
firming of the Reformed tradition
in the adoption of the Westminster
Confession of Faith in England.

However, thereafter the his-
tory is a sad account of fragmenta-
tion on the continent and in Great
Britain. All too often the cause
was a departure from the Reformed
faith, Sometimes the offshoot is a
true reformation — a forming again
ofthe church according to the Word
of God. But just as frequently, the
new shoot was itself either a for-
saking of the Reformed faith, or a
split over non-essential matters.
These splinter groups continued
their separate existences in the New
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World of the Americas, and wher-
ever mission work was done by the
respective churches.

The last section of the intro-
ductory chapter is the least help-
ful, and a bit disappointing. En-
titled “The Reformed Heritage,” it
attempts to set forth what charac-
terizes Reformed churches today.
It is disappointing that the editors
have so dreadfully watered down
the Reformed heritage. It is dis-
heartening to think that some who
call themselves Reformed would
have such a vitiated confession.
Some of what is specified is on
target — that Christ is the only
Savior, and that all glory belongs
to God, for instance. But absent is
the emphasis on the covenant
(though it is mentioned at least)
and predestination (it is not). What
remains is a list of beliefs to which
nearly any church in the world
could give assent. The Reformed
believer who knows the Belgic
Confession of Faith on “*the Marks
of the True Church, and wherein
she differs from the false Church”
(Art. 29) will cringe at this alleg-
edly Reformed view of the church:
“Now, the church is the place
where God’s liberating word is
announced and can be responded
to. There is no way to determine
the borderlines of the true church”
(p- 28). Or consider the conclud-
ing description of the current state
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of Christian discipline in the Re-
formed churches, in the editors’
view: “For the majority, especially
in the secularized countries of the
West, discipline is left to the inter-
action of members of the congre-
gation” (p. 29).

Instead of the doctrines of
sovereign grace that one would
rightly expect in the list of Re-
formed distinctives, what is now
part of the Reformed heritage, or
pushing to become part of it, are
such causes as human rights, soli-
darity with the Jews, women’s
rights, and ecology — quite un-
known to Calvin and the historic
Reformed faith.

This description of the Re-
formed heritage indicates the
breadth of the churches included
in the survey.

In spite of this extremely
wide application of the term “Re-
formed,” the book is a rich source
of information. The information is
easy to find. The 749 churches
surveyed are listed according to
the country, first of all. Within
each country, the individual
churches (denominations) are nor-
mally listed according to the date
of formation. When this is not the
case, the churches are listed alpha-
t stically, and it is so noted.

Where the countries have
many interrelated churches with
numerous splits, the editors often
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include helpful charts showing the
historical development. It may
surprise many from the (Dutch)
Reformed tradition to know that
these charts are normally of Pres-
byterian churches — their history is
far more complicated and, sad to
say, contains more divisions, than
even the Reformed churches.
Most churches listed have a
brief description and/or history,
then the statistics are listed, in-
cluding total membership and the
number of communicant members,
congregations, missionaries (home
and foreign), and ordained minis-
ters, elders, and deacons. Also re-
corded is whether women are or-
dained to office; the church orga-
nization; creeds; the language spo-
ken; type of baptism practiced;
relations with other churches and
membership in other organiza-
tions. Even the periodicals associ-
ated with the churches are listed.
Another large section of the
book lists the theological schools
with Reformed training (529) ac-
cording to the country and the city.
To top it off, the book in-
cludes information on eight in-
ternational Reformed organiza-
tions, a chapter on “Unions, Union
Negotiations, and Dialogues with
Churches of Different Confes-
sional Background,” and a set of
nineteen maps covering the globe.
Some of the information can
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become quickly outdated. Misin-
formation is another real possibil-
ity. The book includes a form in
the back which can be filled out
and mailed to the editors, so that
both of these can be corrected for
the next edition.

In my opinion, domestic and
foreign mission committees, and
committees which have or seek to
have contact with other Reformed
churches, must obtain this survey.
For anyone else, perhaps not a
must, but it certainly is fascinat-
ing. Let's see. A Waldensian
Church in Italy!?! Established in

]

Far From Rome, Near to God:
Testimonies of Fifty Converted
Roman Catholic Priests. Edited
by Richard Bennett and Martin
Buckingham. Edinburgh: The Ban-
ner of Truth Trust, 1997, xvi + 362
pages. $11.95 (paper). [Reviewed
by Russell Dykstra.]

Countless books that expose
the errors of Rome have been writ-
ten over the centuries, but the most
devastating criticisms come from
those who were once Roman
Catholic. Men who themselves
served as priests in the Roman
Catholic Church know firsthand
the real character of that false
church. Such is the case with Far
From Rome, Near to God. In it
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fifty converted Roman Catholic
priests give a brief history of their
lives as priests and tell how God
led them out of the bondage of
Rome.

This is not the first time that
former Roman Catholic priests
have exposed the evils of Rome.
Luther and many of his contempo-
raries described the life of the
monks and priests in the Romish
church and condemned her false
doctrine. Subsequently, Rome
claimed that she had reformed,
and many of the evils had been
removed. This assertion was dis-
proved by other converted priests
such as Charles Chiniquy, who
wrote Fifiy Years in the Church of
Rome in 1885.

However, today the claim is
trumpeted that Rome really has
changed, especially since Vatican
II, which met in 1962-5. Some of
the evidence for this supposed
change includes the fact that the
mass is spoken in the vernacular,
that Rome encourages her people
to read and study the Bible, and
that there are obvious attempts by
Rome to show herself friendly to
some Protestant churches. This
book is particularly valuable there-
fore, since the great majority of
these former priests are twentieth
century men, a number of whom
left the Roman Catholic Church
after Vatican Il
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Both of the editors who com-
- piled these accounts are active in
organizations that help converted
Roman Catholics. One is himself a
converted priest, if the Richard
Peter Bennett of chapter 50 is the
same as the editor.

Fifty men write of their ex-
periences. Herein lies its strength
and its weakness. It presents a mul-
titude of witnesses against Rome
who testify from a great variety of
experiences. That is its strength.
On the other hand, the accounts, of
necessity brief, tend to be quite
light, rarely plunging into deep
theological waters. This is also a
book that one does not read forany
great length of time, both because
the chapters contain some repeti-
tion and because the accounts tend
to blur after an extended period of
reading.

The chapters (each one writ-
ten by a different converted priest)
vary in character and value. Some
have the flavor of an evangelistic
tract intended to assure the reader
that the converted priest has no
regrets and is far better off spiritu-
ally for having left the Roman
Catholic Church. This has value in
itself because of the Roman Catho-
lic propaganda that follows a con-
verted priest to discredit him and
portray him as a man in misery
consequent to his defection.

Other chapters are more in-
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formative and instructive on the
true character of the Roman Catho-
lic Church and her errors. Stiill
others reveal the pain and the deep
spiritual struggle endured by those
who managed to escape the bond-
age of Rome.

The men come from a wide
variety of countries, including
Canada, the USA, Mexico, Spain,
Ireland, and even the heart of Ro-
man Catholicism, Italy. Their rea-
sons for entering the priesthood
were varied. Many came from very
devout Catholic families where
parents encouraged it. Some de-
sired a more spiritual life and
sought it in the monastery. Others
desired to be missionaries. Prob-
ably the most common reason cited
was the longing for the assurance
of salvation, coupled with the con-
viction that a priest’s salvation is
certain.

Nearly all the men explained
what led them to leave the Roman
Catholic Church. For most it was a
gradual process of coming to the
conviction that they had to leave,
although often God used a striking
eventto stir them into action. There
is an evident longing in these men
to help other Roman Catholics see
the light and come out of Rome.
Some tried to maintain their mem-
bership to that end, preaching,
holding Bible studies, witnessing
to the members. This is ultimately
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impossible. As one man reflected,
“to remain Roman Catholic, I now
see, is to be living a compromised
life” (p. 69).

Some of these priests came
out as a result of meeting a con-
verted priest. Others met Protes-
tant preachers and began to debate
them. This led to two important
discoveries. First, these preachers
were not the demons that the
Romish church had portrayed them
to be, and second, the priests could
not prove the doctrines of Rome.

However, for all the men,
the Bible played a significant part
in their conversion. By one means
or another, they were brought into
circumstances that allowed (or
forced) them to read and study the
Bible. They soon discovered that
theteachings of the church of Rome
not only could not be supported by
Scripture, they were contrary to
Scripture.

One of the few disappoint-
ing elements of the book was that
so few of the converted priests
seemed to arrive at the complete,
i.e., Reformed knowledge and un-
derstanding of the truth. A goodly
number became Baptist ministers.
Of most, their final theological
resting place is not known. One of
the men in the book I have met
personally, and have a good ap-
preciation for his grasp of the doc-
trines of grace.
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The value of the book is that
it sets forth the current teaching
and practice of Rome, not as Rome
tries to portray them to the world,
but as they really are. The burning
question this book answers is, has
Rome changed? Is twentieth cen-
tury Rome different from the me-
dieval Rome with all its corrup-
tions which Luther and the other
Reformers repudiated? Let the
book inform us.

One of the main institutions
of the pre-Reformation church was
the monastery. A number of the
men describe the life of the mon-
astery as they experienced it. Read-
ing their accounts almost trans-
ports one back to the Middle Ages.
One converted monk describes the
long hours devoted to reciting
prayers and constant repetition of
Psalms, eating meals in total si-
lence, and doing penance. “These
penances consist of standing with
the arms outstretched to form a
cross, kissing the sandalled feet of
the monks, receiving a blow to the
face from the monks, and, at the
end of the meal, lying prostrate
before the entrance to the refec-
tory so that the departing monks
must step over one’s body. These
and other penances, are supposed
to gain one merit in heaven and
increase one’s ‘spiritual bank ac-
count’ (p. 36.)

Twentieth century monks
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still scourge themselves with whips
and chains. And one man writes
from experience that “the worst
humiliation inciuded licking an
area of the floor clean with our
tongues” (p.297). Displaying acute
discernment, he points out the in-
evitable failure of the monastery
to accomplish the goal of making
the monks more holy. Why? “Be-
cause the priest or monk takes his
sinful human nature with him into
the cell” (p. 297).

A key ingredient to the whole
system of Rome is authority. The
authority of the pope is supreme
and unquestioned. It is a mortal sin
to doubt the teaching of the church.
In the words of one these men
(Herman Hegger), “the pronounce-
ments of the Roman Catholic
Church are the highest and ulti-
mate source of the knowledge of
God’s revelation™ (p. 300).

That doctrine of the Romish
church has a withering effect on
the study of the Bible among its
members, because, as Hegger
points out, it

reduces the Bible to a second-
rate book in Roman Catholic
eyes. No papal admonitions to
believers to read their Bibles
often can alter that fact. A Ro-
man Catholic, therefox;g, can
never devote himself fully to
meditating upon the Bible. The
deeper meanings of the divine
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Word, which he is convinced
he must infer from it, are al-
ways surrounded by a multi-
tude of questions. If the Church
has made some pronouncement
on the matter, the Roman Catho-
lic must relinquish his own con-
viction as to what the Scrip-
tures say and conform to the
view of the Church (p. 300,
emphasis mine, RJD).

This doctrine of Rome has
eternal consequences for her mem-
bers, as he points out. “Protestants
wonder how it is possible for Ro-
man Catholic scholars to study the
Scriptures without discovering the
pure gospel. The answer lies in the
simple fact that the mind of the
Roman Catholic is not free; it is
ever under the threat of fire un-
quenchable should it deviate from
Rome™ (p. 301). Another man con-
fessed that when he left the mon-
astery, of three important books he
owned — The Glories of Mary by
Alphonse de Liguori, The Imita-
tion of Christ, by Thomas a
Kempis, and the Roman Catholic
New Testament — the first two
were worn out from use, while the
New Testament was like new (pp.
30-31). Even the papal promise of
a three-year indulgence to the
Catholic who would read the Bible
at least a quarter of an hour was
not sufficient to induce serious
study, since Roman Catholics can
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obtain indulgences in other, easier
ways (seven years, for example,
for making the sign of the cross
with holy water).

The accounts of these men
convict the Romish church of
idolatry, and of deception. One
man reports his surprise when he
first discovered a Roman Catholic
catechism that had dropped the
second commandment from the
ten. Since then he has found this to
be common in Roman Catholic
catechisms (p. 70). Another con-
fronted a pagan in Cuba with the
question of how the pagan could
believe that a plaster idol could
help him. “He replied that the idol
was not expected to help him; it
only represented the power in
heaven which could. What horri-
fied me about the reply was that it
was almost word-for-word the ex-
planation Roman Catholics give
for rendering honor to the statues
of saints” (p. 59).

Many of the men decried
Rome’s false doctrine of transub-
stantiation. Former priest Lehmann
exposes Rome's teaching about
sacraments being the conveyers of
grace. “The grace of salvation is
taught as something that can be
‘poured’ into one’s soul through
the specially devised channels of
the seven sacraments. Thesein turn
are supposed to act as conduits
from the great reservoir of grace
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over which the Pope in Rome has
sole monopoly” (p. 332). The utter
futility of this he describes from
his own experience — he brought
the mass to a condemned criminal
on the day of his execution — the
best he could do, and never brought
the gospel. Inanguish he confesses,
“I had nothing of any real worth to
give him, it all seemed empty and
pathetic.”

Has Rome changed? Not on
any of the doctrines discussed
above, nor, as the accounts of these
men demonstrate, on Mary, on
meriting salvation (and thus on
justification by faith only), on the
infallibility of the Pope, on the
depravity of natural man, or on
any of her central doctrines. But
do not take my word for it. Listen
to the answer of converted priest
S. Gargiulo:

Some evangelicals think that
times have changed and that it
is now possible to hold a dia-
logue and to collaborate with
the Roman Catholic Church to
achieve Christian unity. This is
a deception of Satan. The doc-
trines of this ecclesiastical or-
ganization have in no way
changed. In fact they are now
adding new errors to the old
ones, and in particular they are
working towards bringing in all
the other religions [a claim he
then proves from a Vatican [l
document] (p. 275).
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More than one of these con-
verts from Rome are convinced
that Rome cannot change. Her
doctrines are too deeply ingrained.
Changing the central doctrines
would result in the destruction of
the sacerdotal system and the hier-
archy of the church.

If the book accomplishes
nothing more than to debunk the
notion that Rome has changed, it
has substantial value. But it does
more. For example, it shows why
Rome allows charismatics in her
midst (seeking to draw this move-
ment within her camp). From this
book one can learn the striking
difference between how Romish
churches present themselves in
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countries like the USA (friendly
and enlightened), as compared to
the way Roman Catholic Churches
appear in countries like Italy where
Rome has dominated for centuries
(superstitious, vengeful,and down-
right ungodly). In addition, the
stories demonstrate the cruel ven-
geance of Rome against converted
priests when Rome is able to mani-
fest it.

All this and more are revealed
in these accounts. In this age of
false ecumenism between the so-
called evangelicals and Rome, the
Banner of Truth does the Protes-
tant world a favor by printing this
book. W
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