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Father and mother were
estranged, and the mother moved
with her children back to Ger­
many, where she lived with her
children for two years. The fa­
ther followed after two years
and was reunited with his wife
and family, but the family rarely
saw him, for he traveled about
Europe doing research on
Anabaptism. The family re­
turned to the States in 1869, but
the estrangement remained.

Walter, in his youth and
under the influence of the ten­
sion in his home, was a rebel­
lious son. Yet, in his second
year in high school, he was bap­
tized. After his graduation in
1879, his father took him to
Germany, where he studied four
years. Upon his return, he stud­
ied in Rochester Theological
Seminary, where his father
taught. While the influences in
the Seminary were predomi­
nantly conservative and even
mildly Calvinistic, Walter was
deeply impressed with the writ­
ings of. liberal theologians,
whom he read with growing in­
terest. The teachings that God
loved the whole of humanity,
that God was very sad at man's
misery, and that God's love
opened a new way to enter a
new and spiritual life appealed
to him.

]02

It is worthy ofthe notice of
today's preachers who promote
a social gospel from once con­
servative pulpits that Rausch­
enbusch, even while in Semi­
nary, saw that a universal love
of God and a desire of God to
save necessarily implied a de­
nial ofthe substitutionary atone­
ment of Christ. Walter wrote a
paper in which he rejected the
idea of Christ's sacrifice as a
penal substitute, a paper that
caused some concern in the
Seminary.

Upon graduation, Walter
took a pulpit in New York City
alongside ofa teeming tenement
section of New York known as
"Hell's Kitchen."

By the time Walter was
ordained, liberalism was already
gaining some adherents, though
chiefly among the intelligentsia.
This liberalism had social over­
tones. It taught that capitalism
was the cause of social, eco­
nomic, and cultural problems
and that the solution to the so­
cial problems of the age was a
change in the system, along with
intense social work, especially
among the poor. The gospel
became a proclamation of "do­
goodism," and salvation was
interpreted as economic deliv­
erance from the crushing heel of
a capitalistic system in which
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the rich became richer at the
expense of the poor.

Rauschenbusch devoted
much of his work in New York
to easing the burden of the poor
in Hell's Kitchen and to preach­
ing a "gospel" intended to move
his congregation to concentrate
on such a task as he defined. He
formed an association with two
or three other pastors in the area
to summon other churches in
the crusade against poverty. It
is of considerable interest that
his thinking was heavily influ­
enced during his ministry by
such men as John Wesley,
Dwight L. Moody, and 1.
Hudson Taylor. He worked with
Ira Sankey on a hymn book in
the German language to be used
in Gennan-speaking churches.

By the late 1880s Walter
had lost most ofhis hearing, and
seriously considered resigning
from his pastorate. But by this
time his fame was growing and
his congregation was completely
under his sway. He was per­
suaded to continue his ministry,
which he did until he finally
accepted an appointment to be­
come professor of German in
Rochester Theological Semi­
nary. He died in 1918 from
colon cancer.

Walter increasingly de­
spised the church, speaking of
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"the institutional church [as] a
necessary evil" (123). He had
very little use for the Reforma­
tion and particularly for Calvin­
ism. He became enmeshed in
social thinking and saw Chris­
tianity in social terms only.

But in his book Christian­
ity and the Social Crisis,
Rauschenbusch showed that
such a social gospel as he pro­
claimed included an entire the­
ology. The theology was based
on the brotherhood of all men
and a universal love of God for
all men. It was a denial not only
of the reality of sin and the sub­
stitutionary atonement ofChrist,
but also ofChrist's divinity, His
resurrection from the dead, and
His sovereign rule from God's
right hand.

Because Christ's suffering
had no atoning value, Rausch­
enbusch identified the suffering
of the poor as the same as
Christ's suffering. Christ Him­
self was primarily a social re­
fonner who suffered for His in­
sistence on attempting to change
culture by love. Walter believed
that America, if it became so­
cialist, could become the center
of God's plan to redeem the
world.

But most interesting of all
is Rauschenbusch's view of the
kingdom of Christ. He lost in-
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terest completely in a heavenly
kingdom and increasingly inter­
preted the kingdom as earthly.
He had great optimism for the
future and was convinced that
the power oflove would one day
win the battle against all social
ills, and a very pleasant king­
dom of peace and prosperity
would be ushered in here in this
world. That optimism received
a blow that sent liberals reeling
when World War I broke out
and threw the world into tur­
moil. It was especially crushing
to Rauschenbusch because the
chief cause of the tragedy of
World War I was Germany.
Walter's deep admiration for
German culture disappeared in
the smoke of the artillery of the
war.

The book is well worth
reading if one wants to learn of
the spiritual and theological
poverty of the social gospel. It
is a denial of all God's truth,
including the power ofthe cross

Doctrine according to Godli­
ness: A Primer of Reformed
Doctrine. Ronald Hanko. Grand
Rapids: Reformed Free Publish­
ing Association. 2004. xiii +
338 pages. $28.95 (Hard cover).
[Reviewed by Russell Dykstra.]
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to save, sovereign and eternal
election and reprobation, the
horror on man's fall into sin
(which the social gospel claims
can be fixed with the band-aid
ofsocial betterment, rather than
the power ofthe cross ofthe Son
of God), and the basic truths
that God's people hold dear.

The idea ofan earthly king­
dom is rampant in our day.
Abraham's Kuyper's view of
common grace has been carried
out by many into such heretical
visions of the future as the ones
Rauschenbusch held. Post­
millennialism, while disavow­
ing in word liberal theology, is
only an inch or two away from
the outright liberalism of
Rauschenbusch and his follow­
ers, for they all share the same
view ofthe kingdom: it is ofthis
earth, earthy.

God's people look for a
new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness shall dwell.

•
Doctrine according to

Godliness is a significant publi­
cation by the Reformed Free
Publishing Association. I would
describe it as a Reformed Dog­
matics for the common man. As
such it complements the other
solid doctrinal and biblical stud-
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ies published by the RFPA. It is
a valuable book, with the poten­
tial for benefiting the broader
Reformed church world and be­
yond. Doctrine according to
Godliness sets forth the truth of
Scripture, that is to say, the Re­
formed doctrine, in a clear and
logical form, and it does so in a
manner that is not intimidating.
This is doctrine in a form that
every believer can grasp, can
understand and embrace.

The book consists of a se­
ries of nearly 240 different top­
ics, from "General Revelation"
to "The Covenant of Grace" to
"Heavenly Glory." The topics
are divided under six headings,
roughly corresponding to the six
divisions commonly used in
Reformed theology: 1. God and
His Word; 2. Man and His
World; 3. Christ and His Work;
4. The Covenant and Salvation;
5. The Church and the Sacra­
ments; 6. The Return of Christ
and the Last Things.

Each section is, for the
most part, a sel f-contained dis­
cussion ofa particular doctrine.
The sections are brief - under
a page and a half. To place
together in one book that many
brief selections is difficult to
do. This effort succeeds very
well, producing an interesting,
united whole. It is that because
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of the many commendable fea­
tures of the book.

First ofall, the book is well
written. Hanko's evident abili­
ties as a writer enabled him to
avoid the danger of"sameness,"
that is, producing numerous
brief articles that follow the
same pattern, and soon all begin
to read the same. He has a knack
for drawing the reader into the
topic immediately so that,
though one may have intended
to stop "after this one," a glance
at the next section leads to read­
ing another, and then a few more.
In addition, the author uses a
variety of methods to explain
the various doctrines, and he
writes a conclusion appropriate
to the doctrine treated.

The genuine earnestness in
the message, together with a
winsome spirit, add to the plea­
sure of reading this book. Rev.
Ron Hanko is a pastor with
twenty-five years ofexperience,
who also served as a missionary
for many of those years. He
writes to the people. He asks
the reader, also those who may
disagree, to consider carefully
what he writes. He obviously
has the heartfelt desire that oth­
ers will have the same convic­
tions about the truth.

A second notable feature
of the book is the capable and
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copious use of Scripture. Rev.
Hanko is unashamedly commit­
ted to the infallibly inspired
Scriptures. Each and every sec­
tion is based on Scripture.
Hanko weaves Scripture into the
discussion naturally. One never
has the feeling that he is simply
"proof-texting." Hanko con­
sciously employs the Reforma­
tion principle that Scripture in­
terprets Scripture. As one ex­
ample, consider his use of the
words of Jesus to demonstrate
that evolution is incompatible
with Scripture (86).

If you believe that man
"evolved," then consider what
Jesus says in Matthew 19:4,
5: "Have you not read [in Gen.
I :27 and Gen. 2:24] that he
which made them in the be­
ginning made them male and
female, And said, For this
cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh?" Jesus
obviously believed the first
two chapters ofGenesis to be
true. Should not we believe
them also?

But all those commendable
features ofthe book would be of
no account if the doctrinal con­
tent ofthe book were poor. It is,
after all, a book of doctrine. In
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fact, the doctrinal substance is
the best feature ofthe book- it
is of the highest quality oftheo­
logical, Reformed writings.
Hanko is an able and knowl­
edgeable theologian with a thor­
ough understanding of Re­
formed theology. He not only
knows the doctrines, he knows
the topics that are debated, and
he addresses controversy,
though, again, not in a manner
that intimidates the reader.

The doctrines are clearly
and concisely expressed. Terms
are defined, or carefully de­
scribed. Notice how the diffi­
cult term "God's simplicity" is
introduced (56).

In books oftheology, you will
sometimes.readofan attribute
called God's "simplicity."
The word is confusing, and
since it is not found in Scrip­
ture, it might be better to use
a di fferent word-perhaps
"perfection." In any case,
what we are talking about
when we speak ofGod's sim­
plicity is part ofhis oneness­
that he is one in all his at­
tributes and works. There is
no disharmony, no conflict,
no contradiction among his
works or attributes. They are
all one. God is perfect and
without weakness or flaw in
any way.
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As the above quotation also in­
dicates, the treatment ofthe doc­
trines is fresh. This freshness is
partly due to the fact that the
application of the doctrine is so
apt. Consider how Hanko dem­
onstrates the importance of the
doctrine of the Trinity in a sec­
tion entitled "The Trinity and
the Family" (pp. 59-60). It be­
gins, "Nothing shows the im­
portance ofthe biblical doctrine
of the Trinity so much as its
connection to family life. It is
the foundation ofthe family and
of our various callings in the
family." After supporting that
assertion from Scripture, he con­
tinues:

This has many practical
implications. For one thing,
it explains the deterioration
of the family and of family
values today. Created to be a
reflection of God's own
trinitarian family life, the fam­
ily cannot prosper apart from
him.

Moreover, the Trinity is
where we learn to live as fami­
lies. That we go to God to
learn about family life does
not only mean that we go to
his Word in the Bible. It also
means that we go to him as
Father to learn about being
fathers (and mothers) to our
children. It means that we

April 2005

Book Reviews

bring our children to his holy
child Jesus to learn about their
calling as children. It means
that we go to him as Holy
Spirit to learn about peace,
unity, love, fellowship, and
all the other blessings offam­
ily life. Only the Spirit can
teach us these things. He is
the source ofthese blessings.

Hanko is at pains to dem­
onstrate the interrelatedness of
various Reformed dogmas. He
does this in the various discus­
sions as he shows how the one
doctrine affects others. He also
does this in the combinations of
doctrines. For instance, there
are six related discussions on
the doctrine ofjustification (pp.
197-204). They are entitled:
"Justification"; "Justification by
Faith"; "Justification and Elec­
tion"; "Justification and the
At0 nernent" ; " Adoption"
[which Hanko regards as "the
first and greatest of the benefits
of justification, (p. 202)]; and
"Peace." This is most benefi­
cial for the believer, for it helps
him to know not only the given
doctrine, but also how it fits
together with other cardinal
truths.

Since the book contains
much application of the truth to
practical matters, Hanko takes
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clear stands on some concrete
issues. This will mean that not
everyone will agree with every
implication that he brings out.
My own disagreements were few
and far between. However, I
did have a few. At least twice
Hanko asserts that Isaac was told
that Esau was a reprobate (pp.
70, 271). Although Isaac was
told that the elder would serve
the younger, and that two man­
ner ofpeoples were represented
in the womb ofRebekah, I doubt
that these covenant parents had
such a burden laid upon them,
namely, that their firstborn son
was explicitly labeled a repro­
bate. That does not take away
from the statement ofRomans 9
that God (always) hated Esau.
But the Old Testament narra­
tive (Genesis 25) does not record
that those words were spoken to
Isaac and Rebekah.

In addition, can we know
with such certainty that Ham
was reprobate (p. 271)? Not he
directly, but his son Canaan was
cursed, though granted, Ham is
presented in a most unfavorable
light in Genesis 9. Yet Ham was
one of the eight souls of whom
the Bible records that they were
saved by water (I Pet. 3:30).

And finally, Hanko main­
tains, on the basis of I Timothy
2:11-14, that Eve's fall was the
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reason that she must be in sub­
mission in the church (p. 110).
I'll have to think about that some
more. I Timothy 2:11-14 cer­
tainly teaches that the woman is
to be in subjection in the church.
Actually, two reasons are given
for that subjection, and one has
nothing to do with the fall, but
rather with her creation. It seems
to me that the reference to Eve's
fall might serve a somewhat dif­
ferent purpose. It demonstrates
that exactly when Eve usurped
the authority of her husband in
answering the serpent, she fell
into sin.

Three other criticisms I
have of the book as published.
First, the index is too limited to
be ofany real value, being only
an index to words in the head­
ings, and not of the body of the
work. I hope that a more com­
plete reference will be made for
the next printing. Second, and
this is admittedly picky, but what
is the point of the odd numera­
tion of the page numbers in the
table ofcontents (007,008,024,
etc.)? It makes the book re­
semble a sort ofhome computer
publishing endeavor and serves
no useful purpose that I can see.
Third, there is some overlap of
treatment in the doctrine of the
covenant. Fourteen sections are
devoted to the doctrine of the
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covenant. However, the doc­
trine is treated in three different
sections. It is unavoidable, then,
that some repetition of material
is found in these various sec­
tions.

However, these are rela­
tively minor matters, and this
book is highly recommended to
all our readers. I know person­
ally that it is already being read
with enjoyment and profit by
readers young and old, and by
some who are not so quick to
pick up a book, let alone a book
on doctrine. Doctrine accord­
ing to Godliness is an excellent

Reformed Dogmatics. Herman
Hoeksema. Second Edition.
Grand Rapids: Reformed Free
Publishing Association, Volume
1,2004. xxi +621 pages. $55.00
(Cloth). [Reviewed by Russell
J. Dykstra.]

In Reformed circles,
Herman Hoeksema is well
known as a clear, exegetical,
Reformed theologian. His Re-
formed Dogmatics is the most
concise expression ofhis theol­
ogy. The original work was
published in 1966, a year after
Hoeksema died. The original
preface, written by the author's
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resource for the ministers and
elders who teach catechism.
They can gain ideas and insights
as to how to introduce specific
truths, and how to apply them
concretely to the youths. Soci­
eties could profitably use it for
study. Evangelism committees
could be guided by the content
and style of the book in their
promotion of the truth. And,
above all, any and all believers
who take it up to read will be
edified, encouraged, and com­
forted by the precious knowl­
edge of the truth. •

son HomerC. Hoeksema, points
out that the Dogmatics is the
fruit ofmore than thirty years of
teaching and writing in the area
of dogmatics.

Reprinted several times,
the first edition has been out of
print for some time. This new­
est printing is a second edition,
having gone through no little
revision. The publishers divided
the lengthy work into two vol­
umes, of which the second is
due to come out early in 2005.

The publishers explain
some of the changes made in
this second edition.
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In this second edition, a con­
certed effort has been ex­
pended to improve the read­
ability without changing the
meaning and substance of
Hoeksema's work.... Edito­
rial changes and improve­
ments have been made only
to the form ofthe book, leav­
ing its essence and unique
perspective identical with that
of the first edition.

Specific changes include:
the addition of many Scripture
references; movement of all
Scripture references from foot­
notes into the body of the text;
more complete footnoting of
works cited; and English trans­
lations ofall the words and para­
graphs in foreign languages (not
only Greek and Hebrew terms,
but the lengthy quotations from
Dutch, German, and Latin writ­
ings).

Not everyone will agree
that it was necessary to make
ReformedDogmatics more read­
able. Nonetheless, the majority
of readers will find some of the
changes most welcome, espe­
cially the excellent translations
of the quotations of the Dutch,
Greek, and Latin, to say nothing
ofthe Hebrew and Greek terms.

Herman Hoeksema's Re­
formed Dogmatics is a solid
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work of theology. This
theologian's strengths are evi­
dent especially in three areas.
First, Herman Hoeksema is ex­
egetical in his development of
the doctrine. In this work,
Hoeksema is at pains to demon­
strate that the doctrine is
squarely based on exegesis of
Scripture. Secondly, Hoeksema
is faithful to the Reformed con­
fessions. Consciously and de­
liberately he takes his stance
within the bounds of the Re­
formed confessions with which
he agrees, and seeks to Iift these
Reformed doctrines to a higher
state of development and clar­
ity. Thirdly, Herman Hoeksema
is nothing if not clear. He has a
gift for making plain for the .
reader the difficult doctrines.
These three qualities make Re­
formed Dogmatics a tremen-
dously valuable work, for theo­
logians as well as for all Re­
formed believers.

The republication of
Hoeksema's ReformedDogmat­
ics is long overdue. It is good
that this significant work is once
again readily available. •
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We and Our Children: The
Reformed Doctrine of Infant
Baptism. Herman Hanko. Sec­
ond Edition. Grand Rapids: Re­
formed Free Publishing Asso­
ciation. 2004. xviii + 165 pages.
$15.95 (Paper). [Reviewed by
Russell J. Dykstra.]

We and Our Children, first
published by the RFPA in 1981,
was a compilation ofa series of
articles in the Protestant Re­
formed Theological Journal. In
those articles, Professor Herman
Hanko answered a book entitled
Children ofAbraham ? by David
Kingdon. Kingdon rejected in­
fant baptism from the standpoint
ofa Reformed Baptist. Thus We
and Our Children analyzed and
refuted the arguments of
Kingdon's book, and then set
forth the Reformed position.

This second edition of We
and Our Children is an exten­
sive revision of the first. As the
author informs us, entire sec­
tions of the book have been re­
written. In my judgment, the
first edition was a powerful de­
fense of the Reformed doctrine
of infant baptism. The revision
is even better.

Although this second edi­
tion does not focus exclusively
on Kingdon's book, the main
focus is still the position of the

April 2005

Book Reviews

Reformed Baptist. A major
strength of the book, therefore,
is that it refutes the strongest
case that can be made for the
Baptist position. The strongest
position is not the premil-dis­
pensational view that posits that
the old and new covenants are
two entirely different covenants,
established with two different
peoples, and thus having two
different signs. That children
of Abraham are included in the
old covenant as indicated by the
circumcision of babies, means
nothing for the new covenant,
according to them, because the
new covenant is radically dif­
ferent from the old.

The Reformed Baptists
agree with the Reformed that
the covenants of the old and
new dispensation are essentially
the same covenant. In some
ways this position is, therefore,
much more credible, because it
embraces the unity of God's
covenant of grace. Nonethe­
less, Hanko's purpose is to dem­
onstrate that this position of the
Reformed Baptist is inconsis­
tent, and ultimately untenable.

The major revisions came
in the first two chapters of the
first edition C'An Implicit
Dispensationalism," and, "The
Unity of Dispensations"). In
the new edition, these were ex-
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panded to five chapters ("The
Intermediate Position of the
Reformed Baptist," "Two Dis­
pensations?," "One Church,"
"One Covenant," and, "One
Sign"). This distinct treatment
of the various elements in the
argument is an improvement
over the first edition. The pre­
sentation is clear and the argu­
ments well grounded in Scrip­
ture.

A major part of the argu­
ment concerns the place ofchil­
dren in the covenant. This book
is crystal clear on that issue. It
is exceedingly helpful in dis­
cussing the idea ofthe organism

112

of the covenant. With this bib­
lical presentation of the cov­
enant as eternal, as uncondi­
tional, and as established by God
only with those who are in Christ
(the elect), it lays to rest the
arguments of the Baptists. It is
Hanko's position that any other
view of the covenant will not
consistently and effectively de­
fend the Reformed doctrine of
infant baptism. In myjudgment,
he has made his case.

The book is clear and well
written, and thus profitable for
theologian and layman alike. •
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