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fountain of all wisdom, yea, Triune, and One, and eternal Wisdom, shouldst have
willed, or been able, or even ought to have executed anything without Thy counsel
(which is impossible), even though all Thy elect, have regarded, do regard, and shall
always regard Thy council as good (according as they are helped by the gracious
assistance of Thy lovingkindness). Let them see, I say, that Thou dost not ap-
point the destiny (from the beginning of the human race to its end) of either the
souls of the dying reprobate or the same souls with their own bodies which they
receive in the day of judgment, or the devil and his angels, without the counsel
of predestination. But, as is necessary, let them be put to shame profitably
through vigorous inspection and wise understanding of these things, and let them
blush, that so at last they might humbly bow to the truth, and finally rest from
troubling me. And if certain prefer with impudent strength to continue in false-
hood, persisting without modesty rather than drawing back from all error as is
proper, then they shall see that very destruction to which they have turned them-
selves,

I pray Thee, Lord God, graciously guard Thy church, that they might not turn
her upside down any longer by their lies and destroy her to the uttermost by the
pestiferous perversity of their heresy, though mournfully they overthrow themselves
with their heresy. I, being graciously instructed from that same truth (which suc-
cessive, faithful, devoted, and renowned preachers, teachers, and ministers of
the truth have declared to Thy church) even I faithfully believe, strongly hold,
and truthfully and openly defend this truly Catholic article of faith concerning
Thy predestination, being by Thee graciously and piously inspired, inclined,
furnished and at the same time mercifully and marvelously helped and éreserved,
supported and sustained. And whoever I know who teaches' the opposite, him I
avoid like a pest, and reject as heretical (though with greatest grief, since with
respect to such a one, the principle of blessed Augustine holds), and whoever I
hear stubbornly contradicting the invincible truth and whom I observe teaching
against it, I denounce as heretical and hostile to the Christian faith, who on
account of this ought to be anathematized by all Catholics.

Moreover, if ever anyone of them, reading and understanding these things, re-
fuses to concede the battle and in the image of Pharaoh is hardened (clearly a
matter of will with respect to the heretic) yet manifestly disdaining to acquiesce
to the truth; I (accoxding to the advice, yea precept of the Apostle Paul) express
an opinion of- him, by shunning him, because I see such a man, overthrown and con-

demned by his own judgment (Titus 3:11).
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And yet on account of those who are unread in these things and thus less
skilled and who, unless they reform shall perish; on account of them I would be
choosing to conform to the common agreement (if that was acceptable to Thee, Lord):
but seeing that the foundations are publicly built up by the truth and destroyed
by falsehood, we are together driven unto Thee, who daily hast seen fit to give us
a favorable increase for which we yearned, yet above what we ask or think. Be-
cause I suffer often great grief and bear day and night to the end much sorrow,
that on account of the vileness of my name, I see that among men the truth is
vile: and that towards Thee they do not observe as they ought genuine charity;
who, so that they might appeal as the victors against me, have esteemed and do
esteem Thee little or nothing; nor have they fled from denying Thee, nor do they
flee on account of me.

And I would that it should seem good to Thee, Who art at the same time omni-
potent and most merciful God, that as I believe and hope in Thee, so it might be
conceded to me, if they will not receive this truth of the Catholic faith con-
cerning Thy predestination, that by that which I am about to say; that I might
demonstrate (through the ability Thou hast graciously deigned to give and dost
deign to be willing to give every day) that truth in the sight of all by examina-
tion: that is, that soon in the presence of a chosen multitude of people from
all quarters who fear Thee, as well as in the presence of the rightful and vener-
able authority of those who rule; both pontiffs and priests, and kings and Canons;
that four barrels being placed one after another and heated one by one, smeared
with oil and pitch, and finally heated with a roaring fire, that then it might be
allowed me (invoking thy most glorious name) for the proving of my faith, yea, the
catholic faith, to enter each and so to pass through each until (with Thee going
ahead of, with, and after me, offering me Thy right hand and so bringing me forth)
I should prevail to go forth unhurt, so that at last this light of the Catholic
faith might clearly shine and falsehood vanish, faith be made firm and perfidy
be shunned. '

Would that by this, Lord, by the reading and understanding of such (as this
work), Thou wouldst deign to inspire good will, so that they might entreat Thee
humbly, through which Thou wouldst bring speedily through to execution this desire
of my soul, even as Thy church needs. And when I assisted by Thee, have come forth
unharmed, let them embrace the truth and curse falsehood. If, however, I should
dread to begin or fear to finish that which (out of Thee, through Thee, and in
Thee believing{ confessing and hoping, secu¥® in Thee alone and certain only of

Thy grace) I promise, let them throw me in the fire and so let me perish deservedly.

Nevertheless, I humbly ask Thee, Lord, in Thine own sweet name, that no one of Thy
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Catholics should in his soul charge me with temerity (which is impossible) be-
cause I presume to desire this daring deed through my own extraordinary rashness,
but let him see that from Thee or rather by Thy lovingkindness I take it upon
myself.

Yea, whoever, truly fearing Thee, and attending carefully deigns to read
this, or in hearing to comprehend it, asks Thy gracious mercy in brotherly com-
passion, together with a twofold love, that Thou, who alone art a helper in time
of trouble (Ps. 9:9), shouldest deign immediately to help me in tribulation who
believe and hope in Thy gracious mercy, and that Thou wouldest at the same time
strengthen me for both the beginning it and finishing of this task through a per-
fect faith, and also confirm me in firm hope, and give me sincere love, and
graciously adorn me with truest humility in Thy presence. And drive far away
from Thy orthodox church the yet lethal falsehood of doctrine and make me to-
gether with Thy elect to rejoice at the uncovering of the truth of the Catholic
faith to those of Thine who are faithful. And let true and sincere joy, high and
solemn dancing, and common glorying be to us, that at last Thy plebians and people
art proclaimed innocent of the awful treachery of heresy by Thee, who art merciful.
Because truly, no one of Thy elect, has ever been, is, or shall be able to be
acceptable to Thee in himself, but rather all who are thine have been, are, and
always shall be acceptable to Thee by gratuitous favor: from Thee.

Therefore, O God, by Thee being graciously emboldened through faith, made
firm in hope, and likewise enflamed by love I humbly implore that while giving to
me true humility, Thou wouldst make me always to joy with real joy of life.
Finally, to Thee and to Thy name be due glory forever; yea, both on account of
justice, because justly Thou dost humiliate, bend, and shape the proud; and on
account of grace, because Thou dost exalt, raise up, and set on high the humble:
and because of both I pray to Thee, all powerful and merciful Trinity and Unity
that to all Thine enemies (since they who are haters of Thy name, if ignorantly or
even knowingly they have injured or have wished to injure me, have instead without
doubt injured themselves) that Thou wouldst dismiss all their debts, and it would
be forgiven, and wholly remit all their crimes along with their evil deeds and
spare them. Amen. Much thanks I ascribe to Thee, triune and one Lordly Lord God,
that with respect to my believing and confessing the catholic faith concerning
predestination Thou hast deigned, and also dost deign to be and (as I believe and

hope more and more by day and night) wilt deign to be my enlightener, inspirer
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and preserver. Amen.

I ask (in measure as divine humility is given to me) before the most present
majesty of triune Unity and united Trinity, that whoever thou art who readest this,
that not with raven-black envy but rather with dovelike love thou wouldst remember
the sins of Gotteschalk before God and with paternal or fraternal affection
honestly implore most abundant mercy of Him, that He might see fit to lavish to
me always and everywhere in His own presence by gratuitous piety the excellency
of true humility and the eminence of sincere love, and so He shall continually
protect me in His pavilion from the strife of tongues (Ps. 31:20), that is, in the
true faith of the catholic church from the calumny of heresy: that incomparably
rather I might choose presently to suffer all the adversities of their persecu-
tion for the name of the Lord our God and for love of the truth, than for a moment
by wavering to deviate (be that far from me) from the love and confession of the
truth or from the prescribed faith of catholics, which is also declared by the
mouth of that same truth, and also by the invincible authority of her ministers.
Because truly I owe as much charity to my neighbor as he to me; but all to God,
since whatever good is ours, either is His own or is from Him.

Truly, whoever Thou dost see fit to make a pious reader and skillful inter-
preter of this truth and my confession (something missing here), wisely Thou dost
permit (just as I reverently beseech a Father, or faithfully exhort a brother) if
Thou dost will it, that he should eternally see the truth with both holy angels,
and elect men, and faithful witnesses of that same truth, and thai he should con-
tinually rejoice concerning that truth, Thou shouldest hasten to dishonor wholly
that most pernicious and ruinous kind of lie that is despicably committed in the
doctrine of religion before the death of the body; even as it has been admirably
said in harmony with that by blessed Augustine; most beautiful and most modest
charity, being gradually diffused in our hearts, should receive one with the kiss
of peace, even as circumspect humility shuns or solid truth blunts the teeth of
dogs. Undoubtedly he means here by a peaceful kiss the inspection of a just and
truthful heart with respect to someone and his speech. But by the teeth of dogs

he indicates the malignant and scornful censure of perversity and falsehood. There-

fore beseeching and praying I entreat our Lord God and His majesty that against
the barking of heretics we might have truest, simplest and kindest charity, and
also that finally we might blunt their teeth and biting falsehood with invincible
and solid truth (they willing or unwilling). If any one has been angry at my
saying these things, apart from me let him admit the truth, or another author cite.
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Therefore whoever of that sort and by such means still presumes, fearing the
truth and its judgment little or not at all, and denies boldly (against it) that
the reprobate are predestinated to perennial torment, that one who does not fear
that that same truth should say to him in the last day in the hearing of all:

Lo I now justly deny thee because in times past thou hast injustly denied me.

Such (I say) if he wills and dares, denies the truth, who is not afraid to offend

against it, of which he together with us stands in need day and night. We, hearing
from that same truth: ''the day of vengeance is in my heart" (Is. 63:4); and, ''Behold,

our God shall come with a recompensing vengeance' (Is. 35:4); should tread down
this noxious falsehood and preach the truth, by which my God and the Son of God
will show us mercy both now and then at His coming in the day of vengeance; if
namely we have feared the fury of treachery (something missing here) so that we
are able to please Him who rules and defends us, and secures us forever against
the rabid fury of our assailants.

Lord God (blessed and almighty Trinity and Unity) impart, I pray through
reading of this the faith to believe, and through believing lavish the grace to
confess it. For to those believing '"with the heart unto righteousness,'" and to
those "confessing with the mouth unto salvation' (Rom. 10:10), Thou wilt restore

the excellence of an abundant reward, and the blessedness of Thy eternal light.
Amen.
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Extant Fragments

Article I - Of Double Predestination ﬂ}
(Hincmar, de Praedest., chap. 5, p. 25). Let us lay out those things, which
we have extracted from the first chapter of Gotteschalk's book of foul writings =

which he offered to Archbishop Rabanus in study of the question at hand. There ‘
Gotteschalk, author and promulgator, as well as reviver of this perverse doctrine,
has written saying: "I have at length read a book, venerated bishop, in which your
position is found that the ungodly, whether reprobate or not, are not divinely
predestinated to damnation.' And after some space: ''He has foreknown, I say,
those who shall have an evil rising, for an eviler setting; moreover He has pre-
destinated them in order that they might suffer lasting torment and everlasting
perdition." And again after a space: 'Who in truth even as He has predestinated
all the elect to life solely through the gracious favor of His grace, as the pages =
of the 0ld and New Testaments sharply and soberly testify with most clear evidence

to us; so also He has certainly predestinated everyone who is reprobate to the :
punishment of eternal death, through the most just judgment of His unchangeable ”]
justice." ‘T

Article II - Concerning Free Will ,
(Hincmar, ibid., Chap. 21, p. 118). Whence also Gotteschalk, modern predesti-
narian, has said in a certain place in a little book to Rabanus, Archbishop of =1
Moguntinum: "What the Catholic Church ought to be holding and believing concerning
the freedom of the will is clear. Since that doctrine has been discussed by certainej
Catholic fathers with respect to the grace of God, and especially is known to be
included fully and richly in various works of the blessed Augustine against "7
Pelagius and Colestius, and especially in His Hypomnesticon, whence thou and thus ‘
also I ought much rather prefer to depend on the fruitful assertions of those same =j

Catholic doctors, than on the erroneous opinions of Massilius Genadius who generally '

seeks to oppose a trust in the unanswerable authority of those blessed Catholic -

fathers by following the ruinous doctrines of that miserable Cassianus."

Article III - Concerning the Will of God. =
Gotteschalk, modern predestinarian, in his book to Rabanus, Archbishop of
Moguntinum, also says: "All whom God wills to be saved, without doubt are saved: _,

neither are any able to be saved, except those whom God wills to be saved: nor ‘
is there anyone whom God wishes to save and who is not saved, because our God has

done whatsoever He has willed."
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Gotteschalk, foremost of the Neo-Predestinarians, writes in the preface of
his book to Rabanus: '"All ought clearly to be distinguished from all, that is,
all who are saved; concerning whom the Apostle says: who wills all men to be
saved, and all who are not saved, who are those whom God does not will to be

saved."

Article IV - Concerning the Death of Christ

Gotteschalk, standard bearer of the Neo-Predestinarians, in a book to Rabanus,
Archbishop of Moguntinum, speaks thus in a certain place: '"God in omnipotent good-
ness has willed that only those be saved who are predestinated to life; that is,
those ungodly and sinners whom the Son of God has come to redeem by His own shed
blood." And again: '"All those wicked and sinners for whom the same Son of God
did not assume either body or language, and for whom He did not shed His blood;
neither has He been crucified for them in any sense. And certainly thos of whom He
has foreknown that they would be most wicked and to whom He has justly and by
right prescribed that they should be cast headlong into eternal torments, He has
not at any time willed that those should be saved."

Gotteschalk, in his often foolish book to Rabanus the Archbishop, has also
written this: "Therefore, what I believe most firmly, speak most confidently and
confess most certainly and fruitfully, I also now most truly avow: that our omni-
potent God, Creator and Preserver of all cfeatures, may be considered as the gra-
cious renewef and restorer of the elect only; He has never willed at any time to be
Savior of any of the reprobate; nor Redeemer; nor crowner."

So also, in a little paper to the same Archbishop Rabanus, he has written
this profession: "I, Gotteschalk, believe and confess, profess and testify, from
God the Father, through God the Son, and in God the Holy Spirit, and affirm and
assert before God and His holiness that predestination is double whether of election
to peace or of reprobation to death. Because just as God, by free grace, has un-
changeably predestinated all His elect to life eternal, so likewise (similiter) the
same unchangeable God by a just judgment has unchangeably predestinated all the
reprobate, who in the day of judgment are damned on account of their evil merits,
to merited eternal death."”
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