











Because Scripture in all of its parts is God-breathed and infallible it is the
only and absolute authority. Our doctrine must be gleaned from it. Our lives in
every detail must be ordered by Scripture. Scripture speaks with absolute
authority to every circumstance of life. Whatever is in harmony with the Word
of God must be received obediently, and whatever is in conflict with the Word
of God must be rejected.

By virtue of the fact that the entire Scripture in all of its parts is God-
breathed it is useful or profitable for teaching, correction, reproof, and instruc-
tion in righteousness. Indeed! Of what use are the words of mere men? If Scrip-
ture were not the infallible Word of God and contained only the words of the
human writers, it would be of no profit whatsoever. But God’s Word is different.
The Scripture is a mighty power which instructs, corrects, reproves, and ad-
monishes.

Specifically, the text informs us that the God-breathed Scripture is useful
with a view to (literally, “facing toward”) doctrine (literally, ‘““teaching”). It is
noteworthy that what is last in the estimation of many is first according to
Scripture. Doctrine! This Biblical emphasis is not the emphasis of the contem-
porary church. The task of the church today is conceived of in terms of the
social, political, and even economic spheres. The church, it is said, must work to
eradicate poverty and hunger in the world. The church must influence the world
for good by striving to rid the world of injustice. The church must strive for
world peace, ete. Scripture, however, says in this passage that the Word of God
is useful first of all and primarily for doctrine. Timothy and every pastor-teacher
who would be faithful to his calling must use the Scriptures for teaching. The
God-breathed Scripture is profitable for that.

Let it be understood, this is primary. Without sound doctrine the people
of God are carried away by the winds of many false doctrines which blow.
Without being taught the sound doctrine of Scripture, the church is unable to
discern the truth from the lie, the right from wrong. Apart from sound doctrine
there can be no life of godliness. The point is, sound doctrine is the foundation

of the Christian life of obedience to the will of God. One cannot be a godly
husband or wife or parent without knowing the teaching of the Word of God
concerning marriage as the picture of Christ and the Church and concerning the
covenant child and home. One cannot be a godly farmer or business man or
mechanic or whatever without knowing what the Word of God teaches con-
ceriiing His creation, ethics, stewardship, ete. For this reason alone no preacher
ought to yield to today’s clamor for less doctrinal and more practical preaching,
Apart from anything else the teachings or doctrine of Scripture are emminently
practical. The doctrines of the Word of God radically (at the roots) affect the
life of the church and the child of God at every turn.
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The whole of Scripture in all of its parts is God-breathed and, for that
reason, useful for doctrine. The whole of Scripture reveals God in the face of
Jesus Christ as the Creator and Sustainer and Ruler of the whole universe.
Scripture reveals God in Christ as the God who condemns the reprobate in the
way of their own sin and rebellion and saves the elect through the cross of
Jesus Christ and causes all things to work together for their good. In one word,
Scripture reveals the Sovereign God in Christ.

The God-breathed Scripture is useful as well for reproof or correction or
censure. This term is used in the New Testament in the sense of showing the
sinner his sin and summoning him to repentance. This has reference both to
errors in doctrine (faith) and in life. There are always those in the church who
are led away by false teachings and there are always those who fall into sin in
their daily life and walk. These sinners must be censured. They must be warned
from the Scriptures and they must be called to forsake their sinful ways and
walk in sanctification before God. This is the negative aspect.

How necessary! The children of God are weak because of the old nature
— that which the Scripture calls “the flesh,” or, “the old man of sin.” They have
what the Heidelberg Catechism calls, “‘a small beginning of the new obedience.”
The result is that there is a constant tension within the children of God, that
never-ending battle, that fierce struggle between the flesh and the spirit. (Cf.
the Apostle Paul’s description of that battle within his own life in Romans 7.)
God’s children sin daily and are always prone to wander, Indeed, if left to them-
selves, they would surely perish. But God Who is rich in mercy gives them His
inspired Word, and that Word is useful for reproof. It exposes the children of
God in their sins and weaknesses and it causes them to see those sins. The God-
breathed Scripture calls them again and again to repentance.

The God-breathed Scripture is also useful for correction. This term means:
“restoration to an upright or right state; correction, improvement.” If reproof
be the negative aspect, correction is the positive. Not only must the sinner be
warned to leave the path of sin, he must be directed positively to the right path.
This too the Word of God does; for this correction Seripture is useful. It not
only warns and reproves the sinner, but it also restores him and guides him along
the right way, the way of obedience to God’s will.

Finally the Scriptures are said to be profitable, “with a view to instruction
in righteousness.” The word “instruction” has the basic mea.ning of “training,”
and is used in the New Testament with reference to the training or education of
children. The term: includes the connotations of both commands and admoni-
tions. According to R.C. Trench this word includes the notion of discipline.
(Cf. Synonyms of the New Testament.) Applied to believers it means the curbing
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of sinful passions and, therefore, it is instruction which aims at the increase of
godly virtue, Again, that instruction includes chastisement.

Righteousness refers to the state of being in harmony with the standard of
the will of God as expressed in His Word and summed in His law. God declares
His people righteous in Christ — that is, on the basis of the atonement Christ
brought on the cross. That righteousness is sealed unto the people of God by
the resurrection of Christ from the dead. (Cf. Romans 4:23 - 25.) That right-
eousness the child of God appropriates by the gift of faith and thereby has
peace with God. (Cf. Romans 5:1.) Righteousness is worked in the hearts of
God’s children by the Holy Spirit by means of the Word of God. The God-
breathed and therefore infallible Scriptures are useful for training in the sphere
of that righteousness, that is, in the sphere of the will of God. For that, one
needs guidance, instruction, admonition, chastisement (for on account of our
sinful natures we are always inclined to wander and transgress). That training
or-instruction in righteousness is to be found only in the God-breathed holy
Scripture.

In verse seventeen the inspired Apostle continues by speaking of the
purpose of this: ‘“That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” The connection here is obvious. Scripture in its entirety
is God-breathed and it is, therefore, useful for doctrine, reproof, correction,
instruction in righteousness in order that (for the purpose that) the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

The name “man of God” is used only twice in the New Testament. It is
used here and by the same Apostle in I Timothy 6:11: “But thou, O man of
God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness.” In this verse the use is obviously personal. The Apostle is
addressing Timothy, his spiritual son, as “man of God.” In the Old Testament
this was a designation of a person who had been entrusted by God with special
office. Thus we find the following saints called “man of God’: Moses, Deuter-
onomy 33:1, Psalm 90:1; David, II Chronicles 8:14; Elijah, II Kings 1:9; and
“the prophets,” I Samuel 2:27. In the new dispensation every believer is a par-
taker of the anointing of the Holy Spirit (I Peter 2:9) and is therefore prophet,
priest, and king in Christ. Hence every believer may be designated a man of God.
In this sense. we must understand the name in this verse. The believer as the man
of God belongs to God. God has chosen Him in Christ before the foundations of
the world (Ephesians 1:3ff.). God has set him apart for Himself. God has sent
His only begotten Son into the world to redeem him from sin and death. God
has filled him with His Spirit so that he shares in every spiritual blessing in
Christ. The believer is God’s precious possession. As such he stands in direct
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antithesis to the man of the world. That man of God must be perfeet, throughly
furnished unto every good work.

The term ‘“perfect’’ comes from a verb which means “to fit.” Hence the
noun means, “fitted, complete, perfect.”” R.C. Trench has the following com-
ments concerning this word:

If we ask ourselves under what special aspects complete-
ness is contemplated in artios, it would be safe to answer
that it is not as the presence only of all the parts which
are necessary for that completeness, but involves further
the adaptation and aptitude of these parts for the ends
which they were designed Lo serve. The man of God
St. Paul would say (II Tim. 3:17), should be furnished
and accomplished with all which is necessary for the
carrying out of the work to which he is appointed.
(Synonyms of the New Testament, p. 77)

William Hendricksen translates the word, “equipped.” (Cf. New Testament
Commentary, II Timothy, p. 303.) The idea is that the man of God must be
equipped or fitted for his office as prophet, priest, and king. He must have all
that is necessary for the accomplishing of the task to which he is appointed as
a man of God. : _

The idea is strengthened by the next phrase: “throughly furnished unto
every good work.” “Throughly furnished’” simply means, ‘“furnished com-
pletely.” The man of God must be equipped and furnished completely for or,
more correctly, with a view to every good work. Good works are those works
which flow out of a true and living faith. They are the fruit of faith. (Cf. James
2.) Those works are in harmony with the law of God and they are performed to
the glory of God. The man of God is: “God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that he should watk in
them” (Ephesians 2:10). In order that he may be fitted or equipped for those
good works and completely furnished for them the Scriptures are God-breathed
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and instruction or
training in righteousness.

This brings us to chapter four, verses one through five, which read:

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom ; Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come
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when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

The Authorized Version has “I charge thee therefore....” The word
“therefore’ is omitted by most major manuscripts, and in all likelihood does
not belong in the text. The relationship between chapter four and the previous,
however, is quite evident. First, the underlying thought of verses one through
five of chapter four is the “perilous times” of departure from the faith so
graphically described in chapter three. These “perilous times” are viewed as
future. They shall come ‘“‘in the last days” (3:1). “The time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine . . .” (4:3). Nevertheless, in the light of the
fact that the inspired Apostle exhorts Timothy to continue in the doctrine of
the holy and inspired Scriptures (3:14 - 17) and to herald the word with reproof
and rebuke (4:1, 2), it is clear that those grievous departures from the faith had
already made their appearance. Hence, the background and context of the two
chapters are the same. Second, Timothy is exhorted to continue in the doctrine
of the Scriptures. Those Scriptures are God-breathed and profitable (useful) for
doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction (training) in righteousness. Those
Scriptures are given for the purpose that the man of God may be fitted, that is,
completely equipped unto every good work. Thus those Scriptures are the man
of God’s only sure defense and refuge against the “perilous times” of departure
from the truth.

Precisely because the Scriptures are that (God-breathed and profitable) the
inspired Apostle proceeds to exhort Timothy and every preacher of the Word
to herald the Word. Those God-breathed Scriptures must be preached! Hence,
while the background and context of the two chapters are the same, there is a
discernable shift of emphasis from chapter three to chapter four. In chapter
three Timothy is exhorted to continue in the doctrine of the Word of God. He
must do this in the face of mounting opposition to the Scriptures. In chapter
four Timothy’s duty to herald (preach) the God-breathed Word is emphasized.

Thus the Apostle charges Timothy before God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The term ‘“charge” means to testify earnestly, to charge religiously or to witness.
This is a very serious and solemn charge which the Apostle witnesses to Tim-
othy. It is made before God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Literally it is made
“before the eyes of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Timothy must know that
this charge or testimony is made before the face of God and of His Christ. God
Himself is witness to the charge. This means the apostle comes with divine
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authority. This is tantamount to saying that God Himself and the Lord Jesus
Christ charge Timothy: “Preach the Word.” Jesus Christ is described as: “the
one about to judge those living and those dead even (upon) his appearance and
his kingdom.” This charge, therefore, is issued by the inspired Apostle and re-
ceived by Timothy in the presence of both God and the Lord Jesus Christ. In
effect Timothy is placed under oath to preach the God-breathed, profitable
Word. It is to God that Timothy and every preacher of the Word must give an
account. Timothy and all preachers are under solemn and divine obligation to
preach the Word. It is an obligation laid upon them in the very presence of God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the crucified, risen, exalted Lord Christ Who is
about to judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom. The
reference here is to the final appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ at the end of
the ages, the appearance which will mark the destruction of the present heavens
and earth with fire and the establishing of God’s Kingdom of glory. (Cf. II
Peter 3:12, 13.) Then the Lord Jesus Christ will judge the living (that is, those
living at the time of His final appearance) and the dead (that is, those who have
died prior to His appearance). All must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ to receive according to the deeds done in the body. (Cf. Matthew 25:
31-46; John 5:27-29; I Thessalonians 4:13 - 18; Revelation 20:11-15;
et.al.) That judgment, the text emphasizes, is imminent. The Lord Jesus Christ
is about to judge (tou mellontos kringi). There is, therefore, a definite urgency
about this charge! Timothy is charged to preach the Word, for Christ is about
to come!

There is, as well, divine necessity to this charge. Timothy and all preachers
(the church in every age and place, today’s church!) must preach the Word.
They are charged to do so in the presence of God and the Lord Jesus Christ Who
is the One about to judge the living and the dead at His appearance and
kingdom. This solemn charge is evidence sufficient to establish the fact that
preaching is the church’s chief task. Preaching lies at the heart of the church’s
task. Whatever the church does or is called to do it must herald the God-
breathed Word. Of course, the task of the church is varied and immense. It is
true the church does more than preach from its pulpits or send preachers to its
mission fields, The church has the solemn obligation and privilege to administer
and celebrate the holy sacraments. But those sacraments, visible signs and seals
of the grace of God, have no meaning and no significance and no efficacy apart
from the preaching of the Word. The church must care for the widows and
orphans, visit the sick, comfort the sorrowing, care for the troubled and dis-
tressed, the anxious and the fearful. And if anyone wishes to speak of the
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church’s social responsiblity or of the social implications of the gospel (and
many do in our day, also in evangelical and Reformed circles), he must do so in
these terms! But again, all these tasks and responsibilities have no significance
apart from the preaching of the Word. All flow from the preaching and all
receive their impetus from the preaching. Scripture does not say here: “Tim-
othy, things are pretty bad in the world; these are perilous times; there’s greed,
poverty, injustice, etc. I charge thee in the presence of God and the Lord Jesus
Christ to get out of the sanctuary and abandon your formal, preaching-oriented
liturgy and work for social justice, the eradication of racism, the alleviation of
poverty and hunger, etc.” Scripture simply says: “PREACH the Word!”

In verse two Scripture, by means of five brisk imperatives (all of them
aorist, the first being primary and governing the last four), gives the content of
this divine charge to Timothy. Timothy must “preach the Word.”” The term
“preach” means to be a herald, to officiate as a herald; to proclaim after the
manner of a herald. The herald is authorized by the king to speak the king’s
word. He heralds the official message of the king. There is with this term always
the suggestion of formality, gravity, and an authority which must be obeyed.
Applied to preaching this means that the preacher is charged before the face of
God to herald or proclaim God’s Word in Jesus Christ. He comes with divine
authority. The word which he brings must therefore be obeyed. Simply because
he is the official herald of the Word of God he must be received.

The preacher must herald the Word, The Word can only be the God-
breathed Word of the holy Scriptures. The preacher is charged to bring that
Word only. He may not herald his own word but may herald only the Word of
his divine Sender, That Word and only that Word is useful for doctrine, reproof,
correction, and instruction in righteousness. The Scriptures alone contain the
official message of God which the herald must bring.

The fact that Timothy and every preacher of the church must herald the
Word says something very crucial about the character and style of preaching.
There is only one kind of preaching which is acceptable to God, and that is
this: exegetical or expository preaching. The God-breathed Word must be
exegeted from the original languages of the Scriptures, and on that exegetical
basis the sermon must be constructed. Only that kind of preaching explains the
Word of God and brings it to bear upon the needs and calling of the people of
God. Only that kind of preaching truly heralds the Word which is powerful to
call sinners out of darkness into the light of God’s fellowship. To that Word
everyone everywhere is obligated to listen, and that Word everyone everywhere
must obey. The disobedient perish. This is, indeed, the chief task of the church,
to herald the God-breathed Word from its pulpits and on its mission fields
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promiscuously, wherever God out of His good pleasure sends the gospel.

Now the apostle circumscribes this task of preaching with four more
imperatives. The preacher must “be instant in season and out of season.” He
must be on hand always. Whether he is welcome or not, whether there be
opposition or the Word be gladly received, it makes no difference, the preacher
must ever be present, heralding the God-breathed Word. The preacher must
also reprove or convict, call to account, or show the hearers their faults. This
verb does not mean to convict in the sense of finding one guilty of a crime.
Rather the idea is that the preacher must call the hearers to account for their
sins. The preacher shows them their sins and calls them to the confession of
those sins in order that they may repent and find assurance of forgiveness in
the blood of Jesus Christ. The preacher must rebuke too. This term means to
censure severely. It is closely related to the previous verb but a bit stronger. In
no uncertain terms, in straight forward, frank language must the sinner be told
of his sins and the need for repentance. At this point there may be no compro-
mise. Sin is sin and as such it is terribly offensive to God Whose Word is being
preached. Always the sinner must be sharply reprimanded.

Finally, true preaching involves exhortation. This term is a little broader in
scope than the two previous. It takes on a variety of meanings in the New
Testament, It sometimes means to admonish or exhort. Thus the elders are ad-
monished to feed the flock of God (I Peter 5:1ff.). Sometimes it means be-
seech or entreat. Thus the centurion came to Jesus beseeching Him concerning
his servant who lay sick of the palsy (Matthew 8:5ff.). It may also mean to con-
sole, encourage, and strengthen by consolation, to comfort. (Cf. in this con-
nection, II Corinthians 1:6; 2:7.) It may also mean to instruct, exhort (Titus
1:9). Finally, the term combines the ideas of encouraging, comforting, and
exhorting (I Thessalonians 3:2). There is nothing in the verse or context which
would indicate any one of the specific meanings. Hence, the term must be taken
in its broad sense. Admonition of the wayward, beseeching sinners to be recon-
ciled to God, encouraging the troubled, strengthening the weak, comforting the
sorrowing, exhorting and instructing one and all: all this is included in the term
“exhort.” In all his preaching this is what the preacher must do.

These imperatives, especially the last three, tell us something very signifi-
cant concerning the content of all proper preaching. The preacher who faith-
fully heralds the Word, who is at hand in season and out of season, who re-
proves, rebukes, and exhorts will preach one fundamental motif of the Scrip-
tures, viz., sin and grace. Sin and grace belong to the content of all true
preaching. Sin must be preached with all that that implies: the fall of mankind
into sin, the resultant depravity of man so that he is incapable of doing any good
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and inclined to all evil, man’s evil nature according to which he is prone to hate
God and his neighbor. And grace must be preached, the sovereign grace of God
with all that that tremendous concept implies, By grace God has chosen a people
in Jesus Christ before the foundations of the world, by grace He has redeemed
that people through the cross of Christ, by grace God regenerates, calls, converts,
gives faith, justifies, sanctifies, preserves, and glorifies that people. All this must
be and is preached by the one who faithfully heralds the Word. This is the
church’s task, to herald the God-breathed Word, the gospel which always speaks
of sin and grace.

This must be done with “all longsuffering and doctrine.” That longsuf-
fering includes: patience, endurance, constancy, steadfastness, perseverance,
slowness in avenging wrongs. It is especially manifest in bearing troubles and
ills. The preacher must, as we have seen, sharply reprove, rebuke, and exhort.
He must point out the sins of God’s people in the clearest of terms. He must
call them to repentance and daily conversion. But he must do all of that with
all longsuffering, with a great deal of longsuffering. He must patiently bear with
their weaknesses. The preacher must suffer long with them in their troubles and
trials. He always seeks the welfare, the eternal salvation of the people of God.
The faithful preacher never seeks to offend or hurt the people of God.

Moreover the preacher must herald the God-breathed Word with doctrine.
That accompanies the longsuffering. The preacher must have patience to teach
the wayward the right way, the way of obedience to God. And that teaching or
doctrine is so very necessary. Doctrine is thought of today in terms of dry,
sterile dogmas articulated by the church of the past. It has little if any signifi-
cance at all for the life of the church today, or so we are told. Scripture makes
abundantly clear in this passage that preaching involves doctrine. And with good
reason! Without doctrine there can be no godly life. Unless one is grounded in
the teaching of the Word of God he cannot walk in obedience to that Word.
One must know the will of God, after all, if he is going to obey it in all of his
life. The teachings of the Scriptures, the doctrine of the God-breathed Word is
fundamentally the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ. All the various teachings
of the Scriptures comprise the knowledge of God, the living knowledge of God.
That must be preached for one good reason: “This is life eternal, that they
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”
(John 17:3).

Verses three through five underscore the urgency of the task of the
preacher. The time is coming when they will not endure sound (pure, unadulter-
ated) doctrine. According to their own lusts they will heap to themselves
teachers having itching (desiring to hear something pleasant) ears. Turning away
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from the truth they shall be turned to fables. It is time for every faithful
preacher to be watchful in all circumstances, to suffer afflictions, to do the
work of an evangelist, and to fulfill his ministry.

Indeed! This time above described is upon us, Who cares to deny it? Let
the church go forward heralding the Word, the God-breathed Word, in order
that the elect may be gathered out of the nations, the work and power of

darkness made of no effect, and the Kingdom of our God and His Christ may
come.
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