






would take it or not. Christ
died for the sins of the whole
world, those committed be­
fore His coming as well as
those in times and places not
yet reached by the gospel
(cf. Rom. 3:25). The Lord,
then, will know how to treat
every sinner according to His
love and His righteousness
(p. 18).
It is that kind of Arminianism

which will eventually also affect
one's doctrine of Scripture. AJlow
for this human factor in the work
of salvation and soon the human
factor also in Scripture will open
the door to every form of higher
CritiCism. Let the church learn
once and for all that the only way
to defend Scripture's absolute trust­
worthiness and integrity is on the
basis of sovereign and particular
grace in salvation. ••

God's Hammer, The Bible and Its
Critics, by Gordon H. Clark. The
Trinity Foundation, 1987. 225pp.,
$6.95 (paper). (Reviewed by Prof.
H. Hanko.)

This book is without doubt
the best book I have read on the
question of the doctrine of Scrip­
ture's inspiration and infallibility.
There are several reasons why,
without hesitation, I say this.

1) The book takes an unquali­
fied and unambiguous stand for the
absolute infallibility of Scripture
and for its complete integrity and
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reliability. Clark has no time for
those who, in one way or another,
want to compromise this great
truth, so important for the faith
of the child of God.

2) The book is written in the
straight-forward language of one
who knows and sees that this truth
is not complicated or difficult to

understand, but that it is a truth
which every child of God can know
and comprehend. Clark wants
none of the jargon of modern day
defenders of redaction criticism and
their interminable arguments which
no one can follow unless he has
some degree in modern Hermeneu­
tics. The writing is clear, to the
point, and straight from the
shoulder. This immediately gives it
the ring of truth. When discussions
of Scripture's inerrancy and author­
ity are so complicated that only
advanced students with degrees can
understand them, one cannot help
but suspect that they carry less
than the truth. The truth is always
simple and clear. Things get com­
plicated and sticky when heresy
is brought in.

3) Clark makes the emphatic
point in chapter 1 that this truth
concerning Scripture cannot be be­
lieved apart from grace because of
sin which is present in every man. I
appreciated this emphasis immense­
ly, for it is so seldom heard in our
day, and it puts the battle between
those who hold to and those who
deny infallibility where the battle
belongs: in the arena of faith vs.
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unbelief.
4) But most of all, I appreciated

this book because it is the only
book I have ever read on the ques­
tion of the doctrine of Scripture
which has a correct view of or­
ganic inspiration. In at least two
places Clark deals with this ques­
tion. It is so important because
CritICS of Scripture have often set
organic inspiration over against the
idea of dictation and, therefore,
interpreted organic inspiration as
referring to a certain liberty which
the "secondary authors" possessed
as they wrote the Scriptures - a
liberty to write things in their own
way, which resulted in a great deal
of personal views and cultural con­
ditioning creeping into the Bible.
Clark speaks correctly of organic
inspiration. He points out that.
while from a certain viewpoint,
Scripture was dictated because it
was verbally inspired. nevertheless.
inspiration is more than dictation
because of the truth of predestina­
tion and providence. That is, all
those whom God used to write the
Scriptures were determined by God
from eternity to fill that role and
were prepared by God's sovereign
providence for that work. Thus all
the circumstances of their lives
were determined and sovereignly
controlled. How good it was to
hear this emphasis which is so
sorely needed.

We have often discussed in
Seminary (among the faculty and
with the students) that an over-
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emphasis on the human factor in
Scripture is really an Arminianism
which also introduces a human
factor in the work of salvation.
The analogy between Scripture and
salvation is correct because Scrip­
ture belongs to the work of salva­
tion in Jesus Christ. Clark, by in­
sisting on predestination and provi­
dence, makes such an Arminian
conception of Scripture impossible.

The book is a collection of
essays on this subject which Clark
wrote over the years. For this
reason there is some duplication in
the book, and some of the essays
are rather philosophical, especially
when Clark is analyzing and criti­
cizing the views of the critics. But
Clark holds that the truth of revela­
tion is rational and that the whole
body of the truth is an organic
whole every part of which stands in
logical connection with every other
part. Clark's powers of logical
analysis are formidable and he
subjects the critics' attacks against
the Bible to searching analysis and
scathing criticism.

We urge our readers to get this
book. And while you are ordering
it, it would be worth your while to
obtain a booklist of the publica­
tions of Trinity Foundation and to
ask for their Trinity Review. The
latter is a brief paper which usually
carries an article or two of excep­
tional worth. An issue from last
summer carried an excellent analy­
sis of the free offer of the gospel.
The address is:
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The Trinity Foundation
P.O. Box 169

j efferson, Maryland 21755

••
The Atonement, by Gordon H.
Clark. Trinity Foundation. 1987.
181 pp.• $8.95 (paper). (Reviewed
by Prof. H. Hanko.)

The truth of the atonement of
Christ is, with the possible excep­
tion of sovereign and double pre­
destination. the doctrine of Scrip­
ture most often attacked. Many
profess to be Calvinists, yet they
reject the truth of particular re­
demption or limited atonement;
they are "four-point Calvinists."
Many in our day even question
whether Calvin taught limited
atonement and books have been
written which attempt to demon­
strate that he did not - an effort
which always ends in failure, for
the fact is that he did, as even his
enemies which were his contem­
poraries recognized. Even in Re­
formed circles this truth. which
john W. Robbins in his forward
to this book calls, "the heart of the
gospel," is under attack and few
there are who still hold consis­
tently to it.

Clark in his usual inclslve way
comes to the defense of this truth
both by attacking those who deny
it and by defending it with the
force of Scriptural proof and care­
fully reasoned argumentation. He
treats the atonement, however, by
dealing with related subjects.
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Sections are devoted to the
covenant of redemption and the
covenant of grace; to the incarna­
tion and the virgin birth of Christ;
to the human nature of Christ and
the purpose of the incarnation; to

the covenant of works, the ideas of
expiation, propitiation, satisfaction,
federal headship, the necessity of
the atonement. traducianism (as
opposed to creationism: tradu­
cianism holds that the soul of a
new baby comes from its parents
along with his body; creationism
holds that at the moment of con­
ception God creates a new soul.
The question has been considered
important in connection to the
doctrine of original sin and the
transmision from parents to
children of a corrupt nature), and
the sovereignty of God.

In the course of dealing with all
these subjects, Clark discusses var­
ious philosophical questions, es­
pecially as they arise out of modern
liberal theology. This sometimes
makes the book hard going as one
tries to follow the line of argument.
Clark also analyzes some aspects of
the doctrine of the atonement as it
was held by other theologians, es­
pecially in the Presbyterian tradi­
tion. For example, on the question
of the necessity of the atonement,
Clark examines carefully the views
of the two Hodges and Smeaton.

While Clark argues logically, his
assumption always is that the truth
of Scripture is logically consistent
with itself.
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We recommend this book to our
readers in full awareness of the fact
that it is not always easy reading.

••

Sources of Secessiol1. The Nether­
lands Hervormde Kerk on tbe Eve
of tbe Dutcb Immigration to the
Midwest, by Gerrit J. tenZythoff.
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com­
pany, 1987. 189 pp., $12.95
(paper). (Reviewed by Prof. H.
Hanko.)

This book is No. 17 in "The
Historical Series of the Reformed
Church in America," in which series
have already appeared many in­
teresting and worthwhile books. If
anyone is interested in our Dutch
Reformed heritage, these books are
must read'ing. This present volume
is no exception.

The author, Professor of Re­
ligious Studies at Southwest
Missour.i State University. originally
wrote this book as a doctoral
thesis. It was only minimally
changed for purposes of being pub­
lished by the Historical Commission
of the Reformed Church in
America.

Martin E. Marty, who wrote the
Foreword, says:

Gerrit tenZythoff's book,
Sources ofSecession. is a very
valuable contribution to our
understanding of one set of
people who witnessed in
Europe and then came to
America and played their part
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in church life here. He cap­
tures well both the spirit of
old controversy and the
passions that survive. I re­
member my astonishment
when I first read in his intro­
duction that he experienced
some frustration over sources.
The reason was not linguistic:
he has mastery of the
languages in question. Nor
historical: Professor ten
Zythoff kne\v where to go for
sources, and how to handle
them. His problem was that
he could not gain access to
them all. No secretive
Vatican stood in the way. In­
stead, "some institutions and
certain persons are averse and
even unwilling to make their
extant holdings available for
historical research. Persons
thus reluctant to divulge
historical information are still
embarrassed by the actions of
their forefathers in the eccle­
siastical controversies and
quarrels of the time."
I found of particular interest in

the book the author's rather elab­
orate treatment of the Reveil,
its leaders (Bilderdijk, Da Costs,
Capadose). and its influence on the
ministers of the Secession of 1834.
His remarks concerning how the
Reveil thinkers were deeply con­
scious of history and considered
the Netherlands and its people to
occupy a special place as God's
ch9sen in the history of the world
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were helpful in understanding
Dutch history as a whole. Also of
interest was his discussion of the
Secession ministers and the reasons
for their departure from the State
Church. This includes some
material on DeCock's conversion to
the Reformed faith (DeCock did
not, prior to his conversion, possess
even a copy of the Canons of Dart
or Calvin's Institutes). Also, the
book contains some valuable infor­
mation on the Groningen School
and its liberal teachings.

The weakness of the book is
that it is not written from a Re­
formed viewpoint. The evidences
of this can be found throughout
the book. His prejudice is found,
e.g., in the terms he uses to describe
the parties present at the Synod of
Dort.

There (at Dort) the ortho­
dox scholastic party led by
Gomarus was victorious over
the biblical-humanistic wing
of Arminius' followers (p.
10).

On page 103 the author remarks
that the Arminians at Dort were
too Biblical to be suppressed in
the long run. A highly prejudi­
cial and incorrect statement is
found on page 127: "DeCock
and his followers thus adopted
the Three Forms of Unity and
the Church Order of Dordrecht
as infallible guides."

I found somewhat unsatis­
factory the author's lack of
material on the question of the
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relation between the Revei/,
oefeningen, gezelschappen, etc.
and the Secession. This would
not be so bad, except that,
when I first picked up the book,
the title suggested to me that
these were the things the author
intended to treat.

While the "Editor's Preface"
speaks of the "lucid flow of the
present text," we found rather
that in some places the text was
heavy I clumsily written, and
even difficult to understand. We
cite but one example. On page
87, the following sentence
appears: "He (Bilderdijk) then
went on to blast his opponent's
mild reply· and incorporating
morality, religion, and national
safety into his argument."

The book is a valuable con­
tribution, however, to the
studies of the heritage of the
Dutch Reformed faith. And
those who live in this heritage
and wish to understand it more
fully can profit greatly from a
study of this book. ••

The Person and Work of the
Holy Spirit, by Rene Pache.
Moody Press, 1987. 223 pp.
(Reviewed by Rev. Kenneth
Koole.)

According to the cover blurb
Dr. Pache was president of
Emmaus Bible School in Swit­
zerland and was active in organ­
izing the Inter-Varsity Christian
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Fellowship in Switzerland and
France. While the cover format and
subject matter leaves the impression
that the book is a recent addition
to an issue of great contemporary
interest, namely, the ministry of
the Holy Spirit, in actual fact the
book is a reprint, first published in
1954. Also, evidently, the author
is deceased. Evidently, for pur­
poses of sale, Moody Press makes
no direct reference to these
matters. In these days of shallow
thinking books by the deceased
do not sell well.

The book is divided into five
main sections, which are further
divided into chapters, and touches
on nearly every aspect of the
~pirit's person and work imagin­
able, from who He is, to His work
before Pentecost, since Pentecost.
in the future, and His involvement
in various spiritual activities. It is
well set up for ready reference.

This is, sad to say, not a good
book. That is not to say that there
are not some worthwhile features in
the book (the first section provides
some excellent Biblical lists which
irrefutably prove the Spirit's per­
sonhood and divinity, and are most
useful) i but it is by no means a
sound and trustworthy exposition
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps we can expect no more
from an author who is thoroughly
Arminian, as well as a committed
pre-millenarian (cf. chapter on
"The Holy Spirit and Israel").

Dr. Pache's blatant Arminianism
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is not difficult to document.
Such (scripture) passages, we
believe, have been written to
remind us that man is always
free t~ choose, even after
his conversion.. .. Even as
God compels no unbeliever to

become converted, even so
does He not constrain those
who call themselves believers
to submit themselves to sanc­
tification (page 65).

The Spirit in us will carry
away all obstacles and over­
come all resistance, but never
will He so act unless He has
the support of our own will
which He respects (pp. 118-9).

Such passages could be multiplied.
Despite his claims to believe in a
Spirit of sovereign power, Dr.
Pache's "Spirit" is no more power­
ful than we permit Him to be.

Along the way Dr. Pache makes
some statements that can only be
described as astounding. For
instance he states "The Spirit had
to find hearts purified from sin be­
fore making them His temple"
(Pg. 31). This supposedly explains
why the Holy Spirit was so severely
limited in His work in the Old
Testament saints before Christ
came. He could not find (or make)
such hearts.

As stated, this book was original­
ly published in 1954. This re­
viewer finds that significant. That
means that this book does not
really belong to the recent glut of
books that deal in some shape or
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form with the topic of the Holy
Spirit, but is to be numbered with
their predecessors. It was written
when the contemporary Pentecostal
movement was just beginning to
gain strength in main-line churches.
Evidently the book was written to
counter-act and warn against some
of the excesses .of the Charismatic
movement, with its reliance upon
miraculous gifts, tongue speaking,
and emotional seizures. Dr. Pache
states for instance,

... there is no passage in
Scripture which inevitably
links the gift of tongues with
baptism of the Spirit. On the
contrary, Paul, when he
asserts that all are baptized
with the Spirit, distinctly
states that all do not speak
with tongues (I Cor. 14:33,
40).

Further, he states,
... when speech with tongues
is accompanied by an excited
state of mind, by cries, con­
tortions, and among some by
a thoroughly unbalanced
nervous state... (which occur
only too frequently), we are
deeply troubled, for we can­
not perceive in these the
Spirit's gift, and we are again
compelled to think of those
subtle or debased counterfeits
that the enemy is so clever at
producing especially in the
field of our emotions (pg.
195).
Quite likely it is because of these
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warnings against the extremes and
emotional abuses of contemporary
pentecostalism that Moody Press
decided to republish this book at
this time. We point out that such
warnings will not suffice, no more
so than they did in the day this
book was first published. For all
his reservations about the Char­
ismatic excesses Dr. Pache made
some fatal concessions. While it
is true that Dr. Pache sought to
avoid the excesses and abuses that
were gaining a foothold in his day
he was not in fundamental dis­
agreement with the basic tenants
of Pentecostalism. He allows the
ongoing presence of the special
signs of the apostolic age.

If such (apostolic) signs
are today reproduced largely
in mission fields, it is be­
cause the situation there
closely resembles that preva­
lent in the Roman world,
nineteen centuries ago (pg.
185).

This is fatal. It opens the door to

charismatic excesses. Who is to

say what is authentic and what is
not?

Far more serious in this re­
viewer's judgment is Dr. Pache's
position that there is reserved for
the really sincere believer a second
blessing experience. However
loudly he protests against the
Charismatic insistence upon the
second baptism of the Spirit
notion, the inescapable fact is that
Dr. Pache maintains the same thing
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under a different label. He calls it
"the fullness of the Spirit." He
speaks of three stages through
which our faith must travel.

a. Jesus Christ asks us first to
believe in Him and to look to
Him for everything....
b. Once our gaze is con­
centrated on His person,
Jesus Christ asks us to be­
lieve that He is in us through
the Spirit....
c. We must believe that
Christ fills us with His Spirit.
Because many Christians fail
to complete this third stage
for our faith they have never
received fullness. This stage
consists of opening wide our
hearts to Jesus Christ, mean­
while believing that He has
filled us with His Spirit
(emphasis his) (pp. 122-3).
We mention this because it

strikes this reviewer that this is
virtually the same mistake that the
late Dr. M. Lloyd-Jones made in
his latest books, and which Dr.
J.1. Packer, in following his lead,
is making also. They want nothing
to do with the excesses and ex­
tremes of the Charismatics, but
they want to allow for the presence
of the apostolic signs, and promote
some kind of second blessing,
which they label "the sealing of the
Spirit." This simply plays into the
hands of the Charismatic move­
ment. This reviewer, for instance,
first ran into the name of Martyn
Lloyd-]ones in the trailer of an old
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saint whose family had gone
pentecostal. They were trying to

persuade her to do likewise by use
of tapes. The tapes were sermons
of Dr. Lloyd-Jones, which I be­
lieve are now published in the book
joy Unspeakable. The concessions
are fatal. In the end they feed the
charismatic "spirit" i they do not
withstand it. We do not believe
Dr. Pache's book quenched the
spirit of excess in the late 50's;
we have no expectation it will do
so in the late 80's.

This is not the first book on the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit this
reviewer would buy; nor is it the
second. Nor is it to be recom­
mended to those new in the Chris­
tian faith. The abundance of
texts is misleading. They are for
the most part superficially and mis­
takenly interpreted.

We recommend the book, then,
with reservations. We state again
the usefulness of the Biblical lists
proving the Spirit's person and
divinity. And it is useful in the
work of polemics. One can be sure
that the error being inveighed
against from the pulpit is not one's
own poorly constructed straw-man,
but is really being taught in the
market-place and to be discerned.

••

The Doctrine of Salvation, by
Charles M. Horne. Chicago:
Moody Press, Publishers, 1984.
112 pages (paper). (Reviewed by
Rev. T. Miersma.)
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This book is a slightly revised
edition of a work by Charles Horne
first issued under the title Salvatioll
in 1971. The revisions and up­
dating of reading lists are by Paul
Nevin, a faculty member of the
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.
Horne .himself taught systemaTic
theology at Wheaton Graduate
School, Moody Bible Institute,
Southeastern Bible College, and
Comus-Hill Bible College. The pur­
pose of the book is explained by
its title. It intends to trace the
doctrine of salvation and attempts
to do so over all the loci of dog­
matics, tracing sin and the need for
salvation, its basis in election, the
nature of it in the atonement, the
application of salvation or ordo
salutis, the results, assurance, and
climax of salvation. The book is
filled with quotations and lists for
further reading which are in many
instances as instructive as to the
author's or revisor's views, as is the
actual material. The author, for
example, takes a basically Calvin­
istic stance on predestination and
election setting forth the views of
the Arminians and others with
reading lists in their material. But
under further reading on the Cal­
vinistic view of c:lection, the: books
presented are a confused mixture of
reformed and heretical. They in­
clude Calvin, L. Boettner, and
W.G.T. Shedd, but also G.C.
Berkouwer, and James Daane:.

To present the different doctrin­
al issues involved with quotations,
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reading lists, and added charts in
112 pages presents a rather difficult
problem for anyone:. The author in
some instances attempts a few
word studies and concept studies,
but for the most part he simply
states the different views of a doc­
trinal question, states his views and
adds a minimal amount of argu­
mentation, refutation, and develop­
ment. This material includes also
an attempt to treat briefly some of
the views of the Neo-Orthodox
theologians such as Barth and
Bultman as well as the classic dif­
ferences between Reformed,
Lutheran, and Arminian positions.
The result is that while the book
has a line to it in the development
of its subject, it is at the same time
more of an anthology of views and
opinions, with suggestions for
further reading. It is this feature
which makes the book valuable as
a resource tool and source book for
further reading.

The author himself follows a
loosely Calvinistic line in his own
doctrinal views, along the lines of
the five points of Calvinism, but
combines them in a somewhat
eclectic manner with other diverse
opinions. The result is not a clear
consistent development of the
truth. The book is in many
respects a good example of the kind
of confused semi-Calvinism or
pseudo-Calvinism which is found
within the Reformed and evangel­
ical community today. Most
notably lacking in the book is any
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conception of the doctrine of the
covenant of grace.

For example, the author evi­
dently intends to treat the doctrine
of total depravity in the Reformed
sense as opposed to the Arminian,
but his definition is really that of a
partially depraved totality which
passes under the guise of total
depravity in many Reformed
circles. He writes,

Man is by nature totally de­
praved. This does not mean
that every man is as bad as
he can possibly be. Rather,
it means that the principle
of sin has pervaded every
aspect of his nature and he is
totally incapable of achieving
his own salvation (page 3).
This opens the door in his

thinking, to common grace, both in
man's life in the world and in the
ordo salutis, and to a distinction
between a general call (offer ­
TCM) to all in the preaching, (a
call "which urges sinners to accept
salvation" [po 42]; " ... it is an
offer of salvation to whosoever
will. .." [po 42]), and an effectual
call co the elect. The author's
view of the ordo salutis is that of
calling (mediate regeneration), re­
generation. faith. and conversion.
etc. The author's conception of
conversion includes also a prepara­
tion for conversion through the
grace of repentance. While he
would teach that God is the moving
cause of conversion and is first,
he also speaks in connection with
a discussion of the conversion of
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the Philippian jailer of a sinner
being under conviction and quotes
with approval F.F. Bruce who
writes concerning the jailer that
"He was only at the stage of con­
viction which precedes conversion,
but which is not always followed
by it, thus opening the door implic­
itly to a preparatory work of
grace (common and ineffectual
grace), a preparatory work pre­
ceding the effectual work of God
in conversion. The author clearly
reflects in this the historical spirit
of the Moody Bible Institute and
its revivalist origins.

The book follows this line con­
sistently, teaching on the one hand
a form of limited atonement but
placing the emphasis as much on
its sufficiency for all. The book
stands as a good representative
theological example of the modern
neo-Calvinism of our day with its
combination of truth and error
intermixed. In many respects the
book suffers not only from theo­
logical confusion but also from its
brevity. In attempting to cover so
much material briefly with so
many references and sources,
reading lists and suggestions, no one
subject is fully treated in depth and
many points of doctrine which
are touched upon or implied are
left undeveloped as to their
meaning or consequences. This
leaves one feeling the treatment is
vague, incomplete, confused, and
sometimes superficial, which best
summarizes the book as a whole.

••
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Book Notice
Christ in the Passover, by Ceil and
Moishe Rosen. Chicago: Moody
Press, Publishers, 1978. 112 pages.
(paper) (Reviewed by Rev. T.
Miersma.)

The author~ of this book are
part of the "Jews for Jesus" move­
ment, and while wife and husband
are listed as authors on the cover
it soon becomes plain in reading it
that the wife, Ceil, is the principal
authoress. The book proceeds
from the strange mixture of
Judaism and Christianity which
characterizes premillennial dispen­
sationalism, and this, together with
its Arminianism and "altar call"
at the end mar the whole book.
The book traces the Passover in
its meaning, development, and cele­
bration from its origin to its
modern form as kept by the Jews.
The book is intended to be a simple
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and popular treatment of its sub­
ject with a view to explaining the
Passover, past and present, to the

Gentile reader and with a view to
leading the Jewish reader to the
gospel of Christ. The treatment of
the Passover in Egypt. its place in
the Old Testament economy. and
form of commemoration at the
time of Christ is brief, as are all
the chapters of the book. Its value
lies in its explanation of mechanical
details, drawn from other sources,
rather than in its theological con­
tent. The heart of the book con­
cerns the modern Jewish lambless
Passover after the destruction of
the temple, Jewish interpretation of
it, and possible early Christian in­
fluences on its form and symbol­
ism. These latter influences, which
are in part 'a matter of speculation,
are used as an occasion to teach
the gospel. •••
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