


the (well-meant) offer results in re­
pudiation of the theology of predes­
tination. Official decisions are made
by Reformed churches in the Neth­
erlands rejecting the double predes­
tination of the Canons of Dordt as
'scholasticism' and 'determinism.'
Synods of Reformed churches in the
United States approve the boldest
teachingofuniversal atonement and
the sharpest attack on the doctrine of
an eternal decree ofsovereign repro­
bation.... The prevailing message in
Reformed pulpits, catechism classes,
seminaries, and mission fields is
thatofa love ofGod for all, ofa death
of Christ for all, and of the ardent
desire of God to save all. This
explains why Reformed churches can
cooperate in evangelism with the
most notorious free will preachers
and organizations. Of reprobation,
nothing is heard. Of an election that
constitutes one eternal decree with
reprobation, nothing is heard. And
this means that nothing is heard of
Reformed, biblical election. But if
nothing is heard ofbiblical election,
silence falls over the doctrines of
grace.

"Indeed, it is not the rule that
Reformed and Presbyterian theolo­
gians defend the universalism of the
offer by appeal to those texts of
Scripture that Pelagius used against
Augustine, that Erasmus used
against Luther, that Pighius and
Bolsec used against Calvin, and that
the Arminians used against theSynod
ofDordt: Ezekiel 33:11; John 3:16;
I Timothy 2:4; II Peter 3:9b" (pp.
119, 120).
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"We warn the advocates"
writes the author, "of the (well­
meant) offer that, so far is it from
being true that the denial of the offer
destroys gospel-preaching, the (weIl­
I :eant) offer-doctrine itselfcorrupts
biblical preaching. The teaching of
the well-meant offer creates preach­
ing that assures all and sundry of the
love of God for them in the cross of
Jesus. It creates preaching that then
must proclaim faith not as God's
free gift to whomever He wills but as
the condition which the sinner must
fulf111 in order to make God's love
effective. It creates preaching that
soon adopts the most atrocious free
will abominations on the mission
field and in the congregations: the
altar-call and all its accessories. It
creates preaching that silences basic
biblical truths, truths that Jesus Him­
selfloudly preached in His own evan­
gelism: eYe must be born again';
'All that the Father giveth me shall
come to me'; 'No man can come to
me, except the Father ... draw him';
'I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast
hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sight.' In the
end, the (well-meant) offer silences
preaching altogether, for more ef­
fective methods of winning all to
Christ are discovered" (p. 125).

It is a most helpful book for
Reformed preachers who desire to
preach the "whole counsel of God"
- the full gospel. The book is not
simply negative, condemning the
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errors of both hyper-Calvinism and
compromised Calvinism as seen in
the doctrine of the well-meant offer
but there is also the positive setting
forth of how a truly consistent Re­
formed preacher would proclaim the
gospel to all. (Chapter 3: "The
Reformed Doctrine ofthe Call of the
Gospel.")

On the matter of preaching, a
most valid scriptural point is made.
It is this, "The reason why God has
the gospel preached both throughout
the world in missions and in the
established churches is that the elect
may be saved to the praise of His
grace"; "The Scriptures teach that
divine election - not a universal
love of God or a desire that all:be
saved - is the basis and motivation
ofmissions, indeed of all preaching.
This is Jesus' teaching in John 10.
The good Shepherd ca~es~isvoice
to be heard in the world. How Jesus
emphasizes the importan~""ofHis
voice in this chapter. His voice is
simply the preached gospel in all
ages. His voice, that is, the gospel
saves. It leads the sheep out (v. 3). It
causes the sheep to follow Him (v.
4). It safeguards them from the
strangers, thieves, and robbers who
are bent on the sheep's destruction
(v. S, 8). It brings the sheep into the
fold (v. 16). It is the means by which
Jesus gives His sheep et~mallife(v.
28), preserving them from perish­
ing.... But one thing is abundantly
plain: the reason for the voice of the
Shepherd is 'my sheep,' that is, the
gathering and preservation of those
men and women whom the Father
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eternally gave to Jesus in His decree
of election (v. 29). Jesus does not
send out His voice because God loves
all men and desires all men to be
saved. In the human race, among all
nations (v. 16), there are some who
are sheep, in distinction from others
who are not sheep.(Y.~'·26")~ This is
due to predestinat.iori~ The Shep­
herd comes for the sheep, to give His
life for them (v. 11) and to call them
(v. 3)" (pp. 72, 73).

There are some most helpful
summaries and descriptions, such
as, "By the well-meantoffer is meant
the conception, or doctrine, of. the
preaching of the blessed gospel that
holds that God sends the gospel to all
who hear out of an attitude of grace
to them all and with the desire to
save them all. The well-meant offer
consists at the very least of these two
notions: God is gracious in the
preaching to all hearers, and God
has a will, or sincere desire, for the
salvation of every man who hears
the gospel" (pp. 98,99). Also, "That
God is serious in the external call to

t .

all who hear, reprobate as well as
elect, does not mean, or even imply,
that He wishes all to be saved but
rather means that He commands all
to believe on Christ and that this

.command is in dead earnest. Com­
ing t9 God by believing in Jesus is
the solemn obligation of every man
who hears the gospel. This pleases
God. All those called to the marriage
in Matthew 220ugbt to have come....
Unbelief displeases God.... Think
only ofJehovah's dealings with Pha­
raoh in Exodus 4-14, as explained by
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Paul in Romans 9:17-23" (pp. 108,
109).

As a Reformed preacher from
a British Reformed background, I
was pleased to see the author being
acquainted with the Westminster
Confessional Standards as well as
the Continental Reformed Symbols.
Forexample, Prof. Engelsma writes,
"It is a curious thing that professing
Calvinists, zealous for the well­
meant offer, hold up the phrase in
the Westminster Confession, 7.3,
'freely offereth' as though it were
the very essence of Westminster's
doctrine of the calling, indeed the
only thing that Westminster has to
say on the calling, while ignoring
not only all that Westminster teaches
elsewhere on the effectual call but
also that which Westminster says
about the particular promise in this
very article" (pp. 109, 110).

The matter of "common
grace," a universal love ofGod, non­
saving benefits and love won by
Christ for the reprobate, and histori­
cal material relative to the subject
are also dealt with in the book.

There is a most challenging
introduction to the book by the well­
known and respected Presbyterian
theologian, Dr. John H. Gerstner,
strongly supporting Prof. David
Engelsma on this question.

I trust that this edition is not
the last, and that there will in the
future be a further edition. If that is
the case, it seems to me that this
important contribution to the debate
on the Reformed preaching of the
gospel, and the welfare of the Re-

November, 1994

formed cause generally, could per­
haps be further enhanced in the fol­
lowing ways.

First, there could be further
scriptural exegesis and elaboration
on various aspects of the question.
One aspect could be the important
matter of the "call," and the distinc­
tions of an external and the internal
call, could be treated more at length,
as it is most helpfully done, looking
at the Savior's parable in Matthew
22, in TheProtestantReformedTheo­
logical Journa~ April, 1990, Vol­
ume XXIII, No.2 - the article, "Is
Denial of the 'Well-Meant Offer'
Hyper-Calvinism?" I think many
would also be helped if there could
be a similar treatment of such ques­
tions as, Does God have a "delight"in
salvation, and what does it mean?
Can a Reformed preacher "entreat"
and "plead" with sinners to repent
and believe, as well as to declare the
Lord's command for them to do so?
(Cf. 2 Cor. 5:20, 21.) Does God
"entreat" or "plead"in any sense at
all? '

Second, a .gen'eral subject in­
dex as well as the scriptural index
would be helpful.,

Third, while'it is understand­
able that the book is orientated to
those of a Continental Reformed
background, perhaps it could be
borne in mind that many readers
will be from a British/American
Reformed (Presbyterian) back­
ground, and that certain changes,
deletions, additions made in that
light would be helpful - for ex­
ample, the fine historical sections,
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particularly towards the end of the on this question.
book, deal mainly with Continental Fifth, while it is appreciated,
divines and churches. There is also as the author points out, that the use
much helpful information available ofthe word "offer"has and does cause
in support of the author's position theological confusion and resultant
from a British Reformed perspective errors in the theory and practice of
- particularly Scottish. We would preaching and evangelism, and
suggest such articles, for example, though we can understand the sug­
as that admission by the renowned gestion that we speak of the "call" of
Scottish historical theologian James the gospel rather than the "offer" of
Walker found in Theology & Theo- the gospel (cf. p. 48), the term "of­
logians of Scotland, 1560-1750, fer" is confessional. Rather than
Knox Press, Edinburgh, pages 83ff. abandon its use, let us rescue its use.
There is also Thomas Halburton's To that end, it would be helpful and
Digression in his Natural Religion, clearer, if the book had always said
James Durham's Commentary on "free-offer" where that was meant,
Revelation, Chapter ~ page 325ff., rather than simply "offer." (E.g. pp.
John Knox's Works, ed. D. Laing, 33,40,60, 69, 119 etc.) An impor­
Wodrow Society, Edinburgh, 1848, tant distinction has been made be­
pages 51, 314, 403. Also there is a . tween the two terms. Let us keep
most excellent treatise by Knox on them!
the question of whether God wills Those coming from both a his­
the salvationofall men in his article, toric British as well as Continental
"An Answer to a Great Number of Reformed background, would be
Blasphemous Cavillations Written roubled with some expressions used
by an Anabaptist, and Adversary to bout the "Covenant of Works" (p.
God's Eternal Predestination." 35), and eternal justification (p.

Fourth, clarify that while not 5). One may not agree with all the
all Presbyterians favor the well- octrine and practice of the Protes-
meant offer, the Protestant Reformed ant Reformed Churches, but in our
Churches are not alone in their stand ay and age none can deny th.at they
on this matter. There are those in the are a bastion of defense and propa­
Presbyterian world such as Dr. John gation generally of what all true
H. Gerstner, the late Dr. G. Clark, Reformed men and women would
even the Christian Reconstructionist call the faith of our fathers - holy
Dr. G. North, and denominations faith.
such as my own - the Evangelical t While the author quite rightly
Presbyterian Church of Australia, points out the unfair caricature made
and organizations such as the Trin- of those who reject the well-meant
ity Foundation that would support offer, it could be that some sincere
the faithful stand of the author and men who do hold to it, but are open
the Protestant Reformed Churches to be shown, like Apollos, "a more
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perfect way," may feel they are cari­
catured with some of the description
found on pages 86, 87. Perhaps the
valid point being made behind the
description would be more effective
if it were expressed differently? (2
Tim. 2:24-26).

The larger print of this edition
is an improvement over the first
edition; but, more importantly, this
reprinting adds considerably more
information to the first edition. Apart
from the "Introduction" being help-

fully reworked, most of the chapters
have been expanded, and the most
significant difference from the first
edition is the addition ofa new chap­
ter, "Is Denial of the Well-Meant
uffer Hyper-Calvinism?" This
makes the purchase of this reprint
vital for all who would love and seek
to preserve the God-glorifying faith
ofour Reformed fathers. We trust to
hear more from Prof. David
Engelsma on this and related sub­
jects. II

Book Notices

The Dead Sea Scrolls Today by
James c. VanderKam. Grand Rap­
ids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co. & SPCKin England, 1994. Pp.
xiii-Zl0, $12.99 (paper). [Reviewed
by Herman Hanko.]

In 1947 several very old manu­
scripts were discovered by someArab
shepherds in a cave in the desert to
the north and west of the Dead Sea.
Since that time some 800 manu­
scripts or pieces of manuscripts in
11 different caves heave been found.
Some contain parts ofScripture, oth­
ers contain documents of an early
settlement in this area ofwhat is now
Jordan and which hasbecomeknown
as the Qumran settlement. Here a

November, 1994

group, probably Essenes, lived spo­
radically from about 150 B.C. till
A.D. 68. .

This book is the story of the
scrolls. It is a fascinating story. The
book is interesting and well-written,
with all the latest information about
the scrolls, which have been the
object of intense study for over 40
years by international groups of
scholars.

The book gives an overview of
the contents of the scrolls, a· history
of the Qumran settlement, and a
comparison of the Bible scrolls with
the Old and New Testaments. It is
interesting that the scrolls have
proved the accuracy ofthe Masoretic
text ofthe Hebrew Bible (on which is
based our own King James Version)
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even though the scrolls from Qumran
are 1,000 years older than the
Masoretic text - startling proof of
God'sgracious and providential care
of the text of Scripture.

Because the scrolls and manu­
scripts have so much to do with
Scripture, two lengthy chapters are
devoted to the whole subject of tex­
tual criticism and the light thrown
on this subject by the scrolls. The
material on the Old Testament will
be especially interesting to Hebrew
students.

Anyone who has attempted to
keep up a bit on these "Dead Sea
Scrolls" will know that recentlyfierce
controversy has swirled around them,
controversy which has even caught
the attention of the media. The book
takes the time to discuss, explain,
and evaluate the controversy.

The best book I have read on
the subject. If you are at all inter­
ested in these scrolls, read the book.

•
Backgroundso/Early Christianity,
by Everett Ferguson. GrandRapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1993. Pp. xx-611, $29.99 (paper).
[Reviewed by Herman Hanko.]

Dr. Ferguson has completely
revised a 1987 publication of this
book and has added a great deal
more material. The original publi­
cationwasfound so useful that many
colleges and Seminaries have cho­
sen it as a text in New Testament
studies. It will continue to serve that
purpose.
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The church has always be­
lieved that the grammatical-histori­
cal method of the interpretation of
Scripture is the correct one. The
historical method presupposes that
the Scriptures, which were written
during a specific period of history,
reflect the historical situation of that
period. Knowledge of the historical
and cultural background of the pe­
riod will enable one to understand
Scripture more fully. This book is an
aid in understanding the social, po­
litical, and religious background of
the inter-testamentary period and
the one hundred years during which
the events of the New Testament
took place and during which the
NewTestament Scriptureswere writ­
ten.

A smattering of the subjects
treated will give the reader some
idea of its contents: the Persian,
Greek, and Roman kingdoms; the
Roman military, illustrations of
which are found in Scripture; Ro­
man citizenship (so crucial in the
life and ministry of Paul); religions
of the period; philosophies of Helle­
nism and the Roman Empire; a very
lengthy and helpful treatment of
Judaism with all that it implied.

While, perhaps, every subject
treated in the book can also be found
treated in a good Bible Dictionary,
this book is much more detailed. It
can be used by ministers and stu­
dents who study the New Testament,
but it is written so that all God's
people can read and profit from it.

•
PRTJ



Christendom and Christianity in
the Middle Ages, by Adriaan H.
Bredero; tr. by Reinder Bruinsma.
Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1994. Pp. xiii-402,
$29.99 (cloth). [Reviewed by
Herman Hanko]

Adriaan Bredero, himself a
Roman Catholic, and emeritus pro­
fessor of the Free University in
Amsterdam, has brought together
into one book a number of articles
and other writings on Christianity
during the Middle Ages.

Brederodefmes Christendom,
a key term in Medieval thought, as
"the countries, people, and matters
which stood under the influence of
Christ." In his treatment of this
subject he concentrates on medieval
monasticism in general, and the
Cluny Order and Bernard of
Clairvaux in particular, the latter
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two of which are his areas of exper­
tise.

This does not mean that other
subjects are not treated. He deals
with "The Truce ofGod" movement,
the veneration of saints and the idea
of sainthood, the beginnings of the
Franciscan Order, Peter Abelard's
life and basic theology, and a very
interesting (to me) chapter on Medi­
eval theology in the Lowlands.

The book is interestingly writ­
ten and the translation is very read­
able. While extremely detailed, it is
helpful and instructive in an under­
standing of some aspects of medi­
eval thought.

The book can be used profit­
ably by students of church history,
but will prove to be a gold mine of
information to anyone interested in
one of the most fascinating periods
ofthe history ofthe Christian church.

•

51



Contributors for this issue are:

ChrisColebom, ministerofthe Word in theEvangeli­
cal Reformed Church of Australia.

.Robert D. Decker, professor of Practical Theology
and New Testament Studies in the Protestant
Reformed Seminary, Grandville, Michigan.

Da~idJ. Engelsma, professor of Dogmatics and Old
Testament Studies in the Protestant Reformed
Seminary, Grandville, Michigan.

Herma" C. Hanko, professor of Church History and
New Testament Studies in the Protestant Re­
formed Seminary, Gra~dville, Michigan.




