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Sermons on Galatians, by John Calvin

(translated by Kathy Childress).

Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust,

1997. Pp. xii-671. $46.99 (cloth).

[Reviewed by Robert D. Decker.]

These sermons on the epistle
to the Galatians were first preached
by Calvin in the French language
between November 14, 1557 and
May 8, 1558. They were taken
down by a professional scribe in
shorthand, then transcribed and
presented by him to the deacons of
the church in Geneva who in turn
published them February 1, 1563.
Eleven years later Arthur Golding
translated them into English. The
present volume is an entirely new
translation of the original French
edition.

The translation reads easi Iy.
The sermons are vintage Calvin
containing recurring themes such
as: human depravity, justification
by faith alone, holiness, the sover­
eignty of God, and the errors of
Rome.

The book is worth the price.
It can be used as a commentary by
both preachers and lay persons. It
would also make for excellent de­
votional reading. Get it and de­
vour it.

The book is enhanced by a
detailed subject index. •
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The Way Everlasting: A Study in

Psalm 139, by EJ. Young. Edinburgh:

The Banner of Truth Trust, 1997. Pp.

1-117. $750 (paper). [Reviewed by

Robert D. Decker.]

This book was first published
in 1965. It is a fine piece of work
and will be of benefit to a wide
range of readers. Ministers will
discover insights that wi II enhance
their preaching on the Psalm.
God's people will find the book to
be an excellent tool to help them in
their personal devotions.

One will find in the book
good, solid exposition of this por­
tion of sacred Scripture. At the
same time, it is written in a clear
and concise style.

The late Dr. Young taught
Old Testament for many years at
Westminster Theological Semi­
nary in Philadelphia.

Highly recommended. •

Historical COlnmentary on Galatialls,

By William M. RatTIsay (Ed. By Mark

Wilson). Grand Rapids: Kregel Pub­

lications, 1997. Pp. 366. Price not

given (paper). [Reviewed by Hemlan

C. Hanko.]

Kregel Publications has been
involved in the reprinting of many
valuable books which have been
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long out of print. This is one such
volume, for the author lived from

1851-1939, and this work has been

very difficult to find. Mark Wil­

son, from Regent University in

Virginia Beach, has done the edit­
ing of this reprint.

The book is not a commen­
tary in the usual sense of that word,
nor is it intended to be such. The
purpose is rather to provide the

historical and cu Itural background
of the epistle of Paul to the

Galatians, and to mine the book

itself for such passages as will
assist in understanding more fully
the history of the region. After a
lengthy introduction, the author
treats briefly various parts of the
epistle which are of historical and

cultural interest. The last half of

the book is not a commentary at
all, but a historical section which
describes the history, culture, and
geography of Asia Minor, espe­
cially the central part in which

were to be found the Galatian cit­

ies where churches had been orga­

nized.

The author spends a great
deal of time in different parts of
the book defending his thesis that
the epistle was written to those
churches which were organized on

Paul's first missionaryjourney; and

not, as some maintain, to churches

in the northern part ofAsia Minor.
I appreciated his careful argumen-.
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tation and I agree with his conclu­
sion, but he seems to me to spend

an inordinate amount of time on

the question which is, after all, of

limited importance. One must re­

member the primary purpose of
the book.

Some aspects of the book are
evidence of the inroads of higher
criticism into the thinking of 19th

century Bible scholars. The au­

thor, e.g., is not impressed with
Paul's argument in 3: 16 where Paul

argues that the "seed" of Abraham

is Christ because Scripture uses
the singular "seed" and not the
plural Hseeds" (p. 121). Nor does

the author seem to understand the

problem in the Galatian churches,
the Judaizing threat of salvation
by works, and the powerful refuta­

tion of all Arminian heresy which
the book contains.

Ramsay's book is quite tech­
nical, with a considerable amount
of Greek and much technical argu­
mentation. But it contains ex­

tremely interesting information on

particular words and expressions

used in the book, especially as far
as word usage in New Testament
times is concerned. The back­
ground material is so extensive
and so valuable that every minis­
ter who preaches on the epistle to

the Galatians ought to read the
book; and, in fact, it has so much
very useful information on the
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Mediterranean world that it is al­
most must reading for an under­
standing of the book of Acts.
Ramsay was a scholar of great
ability. •

Near Unto God, by Abraham Kuyper.

Daily meditations adapted for con­

temporary Christians by James C.

Schaap. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans

Publishing Co., 1997. Pp.235.$14.00

(paper). [Reviewed by Herman C.

Hanko.]

Many years ago I had read an
older translation of Abraham
Kuyper's powerful book, Nabij
God te Zijn (To Be Near To God).
The translation was prepared by
John Hendrik deVries, published
by Eerdmans in 1961, and revealed
in its chapters a side of Kuyper
which few people knew-Kuyper
the mystic. The book did not in­
clude all of the meditations found
in Kuyper's original work, and I
looked forward to this new trans­
lation.

I was disappointed. Admit­
tedly, the book is not intended to
be a translation, but an adaptation
for "contemporary Christians."
But in it all, Kuyper himself was
lost. I wanted to read Kuyper, and
instead I was forced to read Schaap.
I wanted the biblical mystical side
of Kuyper; I got Schaap's reflec­
tions on some aspects ofthe Chris-
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tian life. I wanted to reach Kuyper
through some ofhis writings which
are not very well known; instead I
found Dordt College's professor
of literature.

The book is so modern as to
speak of things unknown to
Kuyper: "nuclear mushrooms" (pp.
44,45), helicopters (p. 56), Mother
Theresa (p. 176), computers (p.
180), etc. To make it truly con­
temporary, the author felt com­
pelled to use slang, something
Kuyper with his elegant Dutch
would never have done.

But, worst of all, the
contemporizing ofKuyper resulted
in heresies which would have made
K1Jyper's hair stand on end. He
refers to God as "mother-God" (p.
45), and changes Kuyper's strongly
Reformed statement "Then for
such a one Christ becomes Savior"
to the Arminian notion: "We're
fully persuaded of the efficacy of
Christ's death, so we seal the bar­
gain by accepting him into our
lives as our personal Savior" (p.
186).

I checked in a number of
places in Kuyper's original work
and was forced to the conclusion
that any resemblance between
Schaap's books and Kuyper's book
is rather coincidental.

I do not object to Schaap
writing a series of meditations.
Indeed, some are extremely well-
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written and very interesting. I do
not object to following the general
format of Kuyper and the broad
ideas of Kuyper in these medita­
tions. I do not object to abbreviat­
ing the meditations so that we have
only about 1/3 of what Kuyper
wrote in each chapter. But I do
object to making Kuyper the au­
thor of a hook which is written by
Schaap. •

Boyd's Handbook of Practical

Apologetics, by Robert T. Boyd.

Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications,

1997. Pp. 251. No price, (paper).

[Reviewed by Herman C. Hanko.]

The subtitle of this book is
"Scientific Facts, Fulfilled Proph­
ecies, and Archaeological Discov­
eries That Confirm the Bible."
That subtitle accurately portrays
the contents of this very interest­
ing book.

Using the word "Apolo­
getics" in its technical sense of
"defense of the truth," the author
proceeds from a deeply held con­
viction that the sacred Scriptures
are infallibly inspired to show that
all attacks against Scripture have
failed to discredit it and that, if
looked at properly, the Scriptures
are confirmed by the data of cre­
ation, history, and archaeological
discoveries.

The errors of evolutionism
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are pointed out, and the truth of a
creation as a work of God in six
days of twenty-four hours is main­
tained. The author demonstrates
too how Old Testament prophe­
cies have been fulfilled. This is
particularly interesting in the light
of the fact that our own Confes­
sion ofFaith speaks of the fact that
the Scriptures "carry the evidence
in themselves" that "they. ar:e from
God. For the very blind are able to
perceive that the things foretold in
them are fulfilling" (Art. 5). In a
rather lengthy section on archae­
ology, the author gives one hun­
dred discoveries which verify the
Old and New Testaments. And the
book is made more interesting by a
large number of photographs.

The book contains some
weaknesses ofwhich the Reformed
believer ought to be aware.

It contains a defective view
ofprophecy, in that it views proph­
ecy only as prediction. While it is
certainly true that much of proph­
ecy was predictive, prophecy was
far more than merely to predict
what would happen in the future.
It was the Word of G08 to His
people which centered in the rev­
elation of God's purpose to ac­
complish full and complete salva­
tion in Jesus Christ; and, as such,
prophecy was God's interpretation
of how this great work of God
affected all the history of the
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church and all the nations of the
world in their relation to the
church.

The book tries to make some
of the miracles plausible by show­
ing that they are entirely possible
within the realm of natural phe­
nomena. For example, in connec­
tion with the miracle of the whale
swallowing Jonah, the author is at
pains, not only to show that whales
can swallow humans, but also to
give instances of whales that actu­
ally did swallow humans. I do not
really care if all this is true or not.
The whale swallowed Jonah
whether scientifically possible or
whether scientifically impossible.
As Spurgeon once said: If the
Bible said that Jonah swallowed
the whale, I would believe it.

Some exegesis in the book is
rather allegorical. For example,
the bronze in the shields which
Rehoboam made when Shishak
took away Solomon's shields of
gold is interpreted to refer to the
sin of hypocrisy.

The believer must remember
that what Scripture says does not
depend for its veracity on any­
thing found in all God's world; it
depends only upon the simple fact
that God said that it is so. Hence
we believe it. For the rest, we
expect that all creation will indeed
testify of the truth of creation; that
all prophecy will surely be ful-
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filled; that all discoveries in ar­
chaeological digs will support
Scripture. But, if in the minds of
some, evidence which appears to
be contrary to Scripture should be
found, we do not care one whit.
Scripture stands. Nothing can con­
tradict it.

If this is our approach to the
matters treated by this book, the
contents can make for extremely
fascinating reading. •

The Making of the NIV, Kenneth

Barker. Grand Rapids: Baker Book

House, 1991. Pp. 175. No price

(paper). [Reviewed by Herman C.

Hanko.]

The blurb on the back cover
of this book describes why it wa~
published:

This helpful guide answers
some important questions: Why
was a new translation consid­
ered necessary? How was the
work carried out? What kinds
of problems and challenges did
the translators face? What is
the explanation behind some of
the NIV renderings? "Presented
here," notes the editor, "are
some of the whys and hows in
the making of the NIV-a look
behind the scenes by an English
stylist and 13 of the original
translators.
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While many different sub­
jects are treated in the book, two
things become clear. The first is
that the principle of dynamic
equivalence was followed in the
translation (see pages 17, 18, 125,
126). The idea ofdynamic equiva­
lence is that the thought or sense
of an original Hebrew or Greek
sentence (or clause) is given in an
English sentence (or clause) which
supposedly expresses the same
idea. The argument for making
use of dynamic equivalence is ac­
curacy: "The NIV has been very
cautious when it has departed from
a "literal" rendering, but its will­
ingness to be less literal has mark­
edly enhanced its overall accu­
racy" (p. 134).

Apart from the question of
what this principle of translation
does to the truth of verbal inspira­
tion, the simple fact of the matter
is that the principle can only be put
into practice by means of inter­
preting the original. If one is to
give the sense of the original, one
must interpret the original to know
what the sense is. The business of
translators is not to interpret, but
to translate.

I am aware of the fact, as
argued in the book, that all trans­
lation necessarily involves inter­
pretation. I am also aware of the
fact that it is very difficult, if not
impossible, to put Hebrew and
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Greek (and any other language)
into good English in any kind of
"literal" way. But this does not
alter the fact that translators are to
be translators and not interpreters
as much as they possibly can. And
when the literal translation is aban­
doned for a "dynamic" equivalent,
the translators go beyond their
rightful business of translating and
present us with a paraphrase.

The second point which is
troubling is the cavalier dismissal
of the King James Version and of
the Majority Text on which it is
based.

I am not interested in getting
into that debate in this revie~; but
the authors of this book show no
regard for the excellent and con­
vincing scholarship of the defend­
ers of the Majority Text when they
oftbandedly say that the Majority
Text cannot be used for purposes
of translation because of its many
departures from the Autographa,
or original manuscripts. And
Edwin Palmer simply and without
argument claims that the King
James Version adds to God's Word.

Both are simply lies and do
not have the backing of a signifi­
cant number ofBible students. But
it is the cavalier way in which such
statements are made that under­
mines the credibility of the entire
book.

The claim is made in the
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book that so much attention to
styIe was paid by the translators
that the styIe of the NIV is excel­
lent. I have made extensive use of
the NIV to learn as much about it
as possible. I have used it at family
devotions when all my children
were still home. Although I con­
sidered the style to be what I can
only call "blah," the children them­
selves finally asked to go back to
the King James-which I gladly
did.•

Grace Unknown: The Heart of Re-
formed Theology, by R. C. Sproul.

Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1977.

Pp. 230. $16.99 (hard cover). (Re­

viewed by Hennan C. Hanko.]

I heartily recommend this
book to our Journal readers as a
brief, concise, and clearly written
statement of the doctrines which
constitute the heart of Reformed
theology. In a way, I think I would
want our readers to begin with Part
II of the book and study that part
thoroughly. Then the reader can
proceed to Part I. The reason is
that, in my judgment, Part II of the
book is its real strength.

Let me explain the divisions
of the book.

Part I is entitled "Founda­
tions of Reformed Theology" and
deals with the subjects: Centered
on God, Based on God's Word,
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Committed to Faith Alone, De­
voted to the Prophet, Priest and
King, Nicknamed Covenant The­
ology. Part II treats in five chap­
ters the five points of Calvinism,
or as Sproul calls them, the five
petals of the tulip. Part II is excel­
lent. Part I, somewhat less so.

Let me start with Part II.
Sproul's treatment of total

depravity is biblical and to the
point. While he admits that the
unregenerate are able to do things
that are in outward conformity to
the law ofGod, he insists, contrary
to the theory of common grace,
that these "good" deeds are not
good in God's sight. His discus­
sion of the question of the freedom
of the will is excellent and in the
tradition of all sound Reformation
truth, beginning with Luther.

In his treatment of uncondi­
tional election, SprouI does not
hesitate to enter into the question
of reprobation. While he takes the
infra position in reprobation (i.e.,
that reprobation is a "passing by"
ofsome), he does not want a condi­
tional reprobation and insists that
God decrees to permit sin (pp.
172, 173).

Sproul claims that Calvin
taught a permissive will of God
with regard to sin, something that
could, I think, be challenged on
the basis ofCalvin 's two brochures
included in the book published
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under the title, "Calvin's Calvin­
ism."

Interestingly, after describ­
ing various interpretations of II
Peter 3:9, Sproul accepts that in­
terpretation which makes the verse
refer to the elect in the clause "not
willing that any should perish";
and he interprets God's will as
referring to the will of God's de­
cree (pp. 172,173).

In his discussion of limited
atonement and irresistible grace,
Sproul teaches both doctrines forc­
ibly and consistently, sharply con­
demns every form ofArminianism
and Pela.gianism, and has no room
for a well-meant offer in the call of
the gospel.

Sproul offers a nice explana­
tion of the Westminister Confes­
sion, 18.3 on the question of
whether assurance belongs to the
essence of faith. He claims that
the idea of the creed is that faith is
not a condition to salvation, and
that one may be saved even though
he temporarily loses the assurance
of faith.

Although the author explains
Hebrews 6:4-6 as a warning to
believers (because of the word re­
new found in the text), he holds
strongly to the doctrine ofthe pres­
ervation of the saints.

Part II is edifying and in­
structive.

Part I has also many good
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points in it. The book contains an
excellent statement on the doc­
trine of the infallibility of Scrip­
ture and on the doctrine of God.
Sproul's treatment of justification
by faith is a vigorous defense of
the Reformation truth over against
Roman Catholic theology, and
ought to put to shame evangelicals
who have compromised this truth
in their statement of agreement
with Roman Catholic theologians.
But Sproul's treatment of the sov­
ereignty ofGod left me a bit empty.
At best it was vague; at worst it
was improperly stated. I am, e.g.,
wary ofa statement like this: HAny
limit here is not a limit imposed on
God by us, but a limit God sover­
eignly imposes on himself." I think
I know what Sproul means by that,
but it is vague; and the trouble is
that it is the language which
Arminians use to explain how a
sovereign God makes room for the
free will of man. God curbs his
own sovereignty so that man's free
will is decisive.

In the doctrine of the cov­
enant, the last chapter of Part I,
Sproul defends Meredith Kline's
view of the covenant, Le., that the
covenant is patterned after ancient
treaties used among the nations.
This view has always struck me as
a concession to higher critical ap­
proaches to the Old Testament;
but it also interprets the covenant

85



in terms of a treaty or pact, and
lacks the power of Scripture's pre­
sentation of the covenant as a bond
of fellowship.

Nevertheless, one may be
thankful for a book of this caliber,
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especially because it is written by
a widely recognized evangelical
theologian in a climate of soft
evangelicalism when crucial doc­
trines are at stake. Buy the book
and enjoy it. •
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