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EDITOR’S NOTES

Prof. David J. Engelsma asserts. ... the historicity of the opening chapters of the
Bible is of fundamental importance.” Prof. Engelsma explains. “In this issue (that of the
historicity of Genesis | - 1 1.RDD). the gospel itself is at stake among us. If weagree that
Genesis | - [ | is myth, the divinity of Scripture — its “God-breathedness.™ as [l Timothy
3:16 puts it — is denied. and thus is lost Scripture’s authority. reliability. clarity.
sufficiency. and unity. IfGenesis | - |1 is myth. the message of Scripture is abandoned.
for Genesis | - 11 is the foundation of the doctrine of justification by faith alone and the
source of the gospel of grace. Martin Luther is our teacher here. Ofthe early chapters
of Genesis. he said: “certainly the foundation of the whole of Scripture.’

“The force then of the sorry. embarrassing topic of this piece is. “What are we to
make of the foundation of the whole of Scripture? myth? or histonn 2™ Prof. Engelsma
concludes this first installment on the subject. “The child of God must have histor: in
Genesis | - 1. Christianity must have history there. history that is clearly and reliably
setdown by divine inspiration.” Read this forthright defense of the historicity of Genesis
1 - 11 and be warned and instructed.

Prof. Russell J. Dykstra contributes a fascinating study of Thomas Bradwardine
— ... a late medieval theologian of considerable significance who has been all but lost
to the twentieth century church.” Prof. Dykstra contends that this man deserves serious
consideration because. ""From a church historical perspective. he represents a resurgence
of a relatively pure Augustinianism in the late Middle Ages. From a doctrinal point of
view, he was one of a few who maintained the doctrine of sovereign. double predestina-
tion as Augustine had. and as many of the sixteenth century reformers would. Heisa light
for the truth in the relatively dark time of the Middle Ages. and that. coming two centuries
before the great sixteenth century reformation.™ Read and enjoy Prof. Dykstra’s account
of the life and theology of this little known medieval theologian.

The editor continues his exposition of the Epistle to Titus. This exposition. the
reader may recali, was first given in the form of “chapel talks™ at the weekly chapel
services at the seminary. They are presented in the Journal pretty much as they were
delivered in chapel.

As is our custom the last section of the Journal is devoted 1o reviews, some very
detailed and extensive, of books on a number of theological subjects. It is our hope that
these reviews will be of help to busy pastors who are serious about building their libraries
with good books that will be of help to them in their ministering to God’s people and
church,

Our prayer is that this issue of the Journal will serve to edify those who read it and
in this way to advance the cause of God’s truth and church.

RDD



Setting in Order the
Things That Are Wanting

An Exposition of Paul’s
Epistle to Titus (2)

Robert D. Decker

In the previous issue we offered an exposition of verses one
through four of Chapter One of Titus. In this issue we continue with the
exposition of verses five through nine.

In this section the inspired apostle lays down the qualifications or
giftsaman needs if he is to serve in the office of elder (ruling or teaching)
in God’s church. Two comments are in order conderning these qualifi-
cations. First, these are absolutely necessary if a man is to serve God's
church in the office of elder. A man must possess a measure of each of
these qualifications or he may not occupy the office. Second, these
necessary qualifications are gifts of God. God graciously bestows these
gifts upon men, qualifying them to serve as elders and ministers in
Christ’s church. The fact that these are gifts from God does not mean
they cannot be developed. Indeed, we would maintain that a man who is
blessed with these qualifications must strive diligently to develop them
in order to be of greater blessing to the church he is called to serve.

CHAPTER ONE
The apostle, after his salutation to Titus, his “own son.” instructs
the young preacher concerning the office of elder in the church. Writes
the apostle,' “For this cause’ left I thee in Crete, in order that thou
shouldest set in order thoroughly (completely) the things remaining and
appoint® elders at every city, as [ charged thee. If anyone is blameless.*

. The translation is mine, RDD.

“For this cause™ is routou charin.

The AV translates dietaxamen, “ordain.™

Anegkleetos is one who cannot be called to account, unreprovable,

L I N
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unaccused.
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Setting in Order the Things That Are Wanting

a husband of one wife, having believing children, not in the state of
accusation of a dissolute life orunruly. Foritis necessary that the bishop
be blameless as the steward of God, not self willed (self pleasing,
arrogant), not prone to anger, not given to wine, no striker.* not eager for
base gain; But given to hospitality, loving goodness. sober. just, holy,
temperate; Holding fast the faithful (trustworthy. reliable) word which is
according to the doctrine in order that he might be able both to exhort
(encourage) by means of his sound teaching and to refute the ones who
speak against it” (vv.5-9).

Verse S

In this verse the inspired apostle informs Titus why he left him in
Crete: “For this cause left1 thee in Crete, in order that thou shouldest set
in order thoroughly the things remaining and appoint elders at every
city,® as [ charged thee.”

Whether the purpose is twofold, i.e.. 1)} Titus is commanded to set
in order the things remaining (whatever those things might have been)
and 2) Titus must appoint elders as well in every city, or whether there
is one purpose: Titus is told to set in order the things remaining, i.e..
ordain elders in every city, makes litile difference. Hendriksen takes the
latter interpretation and we are inclined to agree with him.’

Titus must ordain or appoint elders at every city, “as I charged
thee.” The idea is that the apostle now puts in writing the charge he had
previously given Titus orally. He does this. no doubt, to remind Titus of
what he must do among the believers in Crete. These instructions are
written too, no doubt, to confirm Titus’ authority to ordain elders should
that authority be disputed. No less is it God’s purpose to give instruction
through this charge to Titus to the entire New Testament church.

According to this verse, Titus must appoint elders.® In verse seven

5. Pleekteen, a pugnacious, quarrelsome person, one quick to pick a fight, a
bruiser, ready with a blow.

6. hina, with the two subjunctives epidiorthoosei and katasteeseis, ex-
presses purpose.

7. William Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary: | - H Timothy, Titus
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1974), pp. 344 - 345.

8. presbuterous is the term in this verse.
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he refers to the same men using the word “bishop.™ The term “elder” is
used in the New Testament to refer to the aged men and to refer to the
office of elder in the church. In the latter sense the term refers to the
dignity of the office of the elder, the title and official, authoritative
position of the elder. While these men need not necessarily be older in
years, they must be mature in the faith. The word “bishop™ used in verse
seven refers to the same office but from the point of view of its function
A bishop is an overseer. The elder takes oversight of God’s flock and in
this way shepherds the flock." Thayer offers this description and
translation: a bishop is “One charged with the duty of seeing that things
to be done by others are done rightly, a bishop is a superintendent.”™"
Both of these terms. “elder” and “bishop.” are found in the parallel
passage, I Timothy 3:1-7.

The elders, therefore, are men who are qualified by the grace of
God in Christ and authorized by Christ, the King of the church, to take
spiritual oversight of the congregation. They are the rulers of God’s
church who take care that everything in the church is done decently and
in good order. They must see to it that sound doctrine and godly living
are maintained in the church.

Titus is instructed by the apostle to appoint these elders. The
question is, does this mean that Titus himself must appoint the elders?
Must Titus personally search out men who possess the gifts and qualifi-
cations for the office of elder and then appoint, i.e., ordain them to that
office? Or is it the case that Titus must instruct the church in these
matters and that the people of God in the office of believers were to call
qualified men to the special office of elder?

While the question cannot be answered decisively, we think the
latter is correct. The congregation was to be involved in the calling of
qualified, gifted men to the office of elder. We believe that Titus was to
see to it that the people of God were instructed in their duty to call and
ordain the elders. This is the way Christ Himself calls (appoints and
qualifies) men to the office of elder, i.e., Christ accomplishes this
through the congregation and the office of believer.

9. episkopos is the term in verse 7.
10.  Sec | Peter 5:2.
11.  James Henry Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1973), p. 243.
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Setting in Order the Things That Are Wanting

Our reasons for taking this position are: |. The entire congregation
in Jerusalem was involved in the calling and ordination of the first
deacons. It was the multitude of the disciples who chose the seven,
“Whom they set before the aposties: and when they had prayed. they laid
their hands on them.” The Lord blessed this institution of the office of
deacon and the seven who were thus chosen, for “the Word of God
increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith™
(Acts 6:1-7). 2. This is the manner in which Timothy himself was called
and ordained a preacher, as is evident from the exhortation given him,
“neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy.
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery™ (1 Tim. 4:4). 3. Even
though the risen Christ personally appeared to and called the apostles
(Paul too, Acts 9), the Holy Spirit instructed the congregation at Antioch
to “separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called
them.” In obedience to this command, the congregation laid hands on
them after fasting and praying and sent them on the first missionary
journey (Acts 13:1-4). 4. Finally, very early after the apostolic era
ended, the church was involved in the calling of her officebearers.

Verse 6

In this verse the inspired apostle begins the list of gifts and
qualifications a man must have if he is to be called by Christ through the
church to the office of elder in the church. The apostle concludes this list
in verse nine.

There are at least two comments necded before we look at each of
these gifts/qualifications in a bit of detail. |. This relatively long list.
which indicates not only what must characterize the elder but also what
must not characterize him, only serves to emphasize just how high and
important this office of Christ is in the church. 2. For this very reason,
consistories and congregations must take this very, very seriously when
called upon to nominate and call men to the office of elder or minister.
A man lacking in any one of these gifts/qualifications may not be called
to the office of elder. He may not be called because lacking one or more
of these gifts/qualifications for the office renders him unable to function
in the office. He is unqualified for the office. God did not place this list
in Holy Scripture for the church to ignore! Councils, consistories,
sessions ought carefully and with much prayer read this passage and its

November, 2000 5



parallel, I Timothy 3, every year when it is time to nominate men for the
sacred office of elder.

The elder must be blameless. The Greek word here means *one
who cannot be called to account, unaccused, unreprovable.”"* This does
not mean that an elder must be sinless. That would be quite impossible.
In fact the best elders are the ones who have a deep. profound sense of
their sins and their sinful natures. The best elders are those who
prayerfully fight against their sins and sinful natures and who daily
repent of those sins and who are profoundly thankful for the grace of God
in Jesus Christ.

The elder must be blameless in the sense that no one can point to
any public or gross sin in his life. The elder must have a good reputation;
he must be one who cannot be called to account. The elder must be
morally upright. This is extremely important! The elder, after all, is
called to be an example of the believers (I Tim. 4:12). Our fathers were
impressed with this truth and captured it beautifully in the forms for the
ordination of ministers, elders, and deacons. These forms stipulate that
the names of those about to be ordained must be announced to the
congregation to make certain *no one can allege anything lawful against
them.™"" Only when this is ascertained may the church proceed to ordain
the men into the sacred office of Christ.

Having established the fact that the elder must be blameless, the
apostle continues by explaining in detail what this means. The elder must
be “a husband of one wife” and “having believing children.” This does
not mean that an unmarried man may not serve as elder. Nor does this
mean that a married man who has no children may not serve in the office
of elder. The man whom the Holy Spirit inspired to write this very letter
to Titus was not married and, of course, had no children. It may perhaps
be argued that ideally the man ought to be married and the father of
believing children. But this is not necessary.

What this does mean is that the elder must be devoted to one wife;
he must be a one-wife husband. The elder may not have two or more
wives. He may not be an adulterer or fornicator. The elder must be

12.  The Greek is anegkleetos.
13.  The Psalter, Revised Edition (Grand Rapids: Protestant Reformed
Churches, 1998), pp. 100, 104.
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Setting in Order the Things That Are Wanting

totally devoted to his wife; he must nourish and cherish her in the love
of God just as Christ loves His one bride, the church.

And the elder must have believing children. This is possible only
ifthe elder is, by God’s grace, a faithful father. The elder mustbe a father
who provokes not his children to wrath, but one who brings them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). The faithful father
does this in three ways: 1) He carefully supervises his wife’s teaching of
their children. 2) He himself takes the time to teach his children God’s
fear by word and by the example of his own life. 3) He takes an active
interest in his children’s education in both the Christian school and the
church. In one word the elder must be an exemplary husband and father.
If he is, and if he nevertheless has the tragic experience of raising an
Esau, this would not disqualify him from serving as an elder. He must,
however, have his marriage and children in good order. Calvin sums the
whole matter nicely when he writes, “Seeing that it is required that a
pastor shall have prudence and gravity, it is proper that those qualities
should be exhibited in his family; for how shall that man who cannot rule
his own house — be able to govern the church! Besides, not only must the
bishop himself be free from reproach. but his whole family ought to be
asortof mirror of chaste and honourable discipline: and. therefore, in the
First Epistle to Timothy, he not less strictly enjoins their wives what they
oughttobe.”" A man, therefore, who is not a one-wife husband and who
does not have believing children because he is an unfaithful father may
not serve the church as an elder. Again, let the congregations and
consistories take this matter very seriously. If they do not, the churches
will suffer.

Further, the apostle writes, the elder must not be in the state of
accusation of a dissolute life or unruly. The Authorized Version trans-
lates, “not accused of riot or unruly.” The word translated “riot” refers
to unrestrained, wanton immorality. The word translated “unruly”
means broken down, shameless immorality, all standards even of com-
mon decency being broken down.' Again, the plain meaning is, there
must be nothing in the elder’s life that would make it possible for

14.  John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and
Philemon (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1959), p.
292,

15.  The two words are, respectively, kateegoria and anopotakia.
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someone to accuse him of immorality. The elder must be blameless in
this sense.

It is striking indeed that in this list of gifts/qualifications for the
office of elder the Holy Spirit begins with the man’s calling as a husband
and father. This has to mean that first of all, before any other consider-
ations, a man must be a good, faithful family man. There must not be
even a hint of moral impropriety or weakness or sin.

Verse 7

The apostle writes in the seventh verse, “For it is necessary that the
bishop be blameless, as the steward of God....” Here the apostle states
the reason for the requirements given in verse six. A bishop must be
blameless, a one-wife husband, having believing children, not accused
of riot or of being unruly — because it is necessary that the bishop be
such. Thisisdivine necessity. God requires this of a bishop. These gifts/
qualifications are not set up as the standard by men, not even by the men
of the church. God Himself says this is what the bishop must be!

God says this is what the bishop must be because he is the steward
of God." In the ancient world the head of the house often had a steward
who would manage the affairs of the household for him. Scripture calls
the apostles, evangelists, pastors, and teachers “stewards of the myster-
ies of God™ (I Cor. 4:1). These stewards were entrusted with the gospel
and charged with the task of preaching/teaching that gospel to the
church. Maoreover, | Corinthians 4 goes on to explain, “It is required in
stewards that a man be found faithful” (v. 2). The point the apostle is
making in I Corinthians 4 is that the steward must be found faithful, not
by men, but by God! It does not matter how the Corinthians judge the
apostle or what they think of Paul. What matters js that he, the apostle,
be found faithful by God!

Thus it is with the bishops of God’s church. They are stewards.
They have been put in charge of the church. That church has been chosen
in Jesus Christ before the foundations of the world. Christ is the Head of
that church. The church is Christ’s holy bride because He suffered the
agonies of hell for her on the cross. Christ atoned for the sins of His bride,
and in His resurrection she is raised to newness of life. When Jesus

16. The word is oikonomon, which means manager or steward.
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Setting in Order the Things That Are Wanting

returns at the end of the ages. God will raise up His church to everlasting
life and glory in the new heaven and earth. God raises up in the church
gifted, qualified men to be bishops. God puts them in charge of His
church. There could be no higher. no more blessed. no more important
task in all the world than to be God’s steward in charge of the church, the
holy bride of Christ.

God says to those elders whom He calls to the teaching office,
“Preach the word: be instant in season, out of season: reprove. rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine™ (Il Tim. 4:2). Be faithful in
that work! Devote all of your time and energy to this great task. By this
means, God says to the preachers, my sheep hear the voice of Jesus. are
known of Him, and follow Him into life eternal.

God says to the ruling elders. you too are stewards of the church.
Rule the church: guide and lead the church in the way of thankful
obedience to My will. When they wander into sin. God says. discipline
and admonish them in Christ’s love. Keep my church holy and pure.
When they are sick, bring to them the Word which assures them that all
things work together for the good of them that love God. When they are
anxious and in despair, bring them the Word which teaches them to cast
all their cares upon the Lord who cares for them. When they sorrow,
bring them the Word which alone can comfort them.

The elders must remember in all their work in the church that it is
required of stewards that a man be found faithful not by men. but by God!
There will always be, in fact. ungodly in the church who will wickedly
and sharply contradict the Word and oppose you. Do not be afraid of
them. Do not seek the praise of men either! Just remember this one thing:
you must be found faithful by God Himself. To Him you will give an
account (Heb. 13:17).

When the ministers and elders of the church ponder these things
and when they consider their own sins, weaknesses, and their sinful
natures against which they have to fight all their lives long, when they
ponder these things, two things happen: 1) They tremble! If this does not
make you students tremble, God is not calling you to the office of the
bishop! 2) They are driven often, daily, to the Lord in prayer. They
realize that it is possible for them to serve the church and her Lord as
bishops only by the grace of God in Jesus!

Is God calling you to serve Him and His church in the office of
bishop as His steward? 1 assume that you are in seminary because you

November, 2000 9



are convinced God is calling you to this holy office. That being the case,
you are determined to be blameless, as God’s steward. You are a humble
man, a man of unceasing prayer, one who depends upon the Lord’s grace.
And you are determined to be found faithful by God!

In the rest of verse seven the apostle describes what a bishop must
not be. In verses eight and nine he describes what a bishop must be.

The bishop must not be self-willed or arrogant.'” It is interesting
to note in this connection that Scripture in 11 Peter 2: 10 describes the false
teachers as self-willed! The arrogant man may not be a bishop; he does
not qualify for the office. The reason is simple. The bishop must seek
to please God and His Christ by caring for the people of God. He may
notseek himself; rather, he denies himselfand seeks the welfare of God’s
people. He must never proudly seek to please himself, but in humility he
must unselfishly seek the salvation of God’s people. In this way he
pleases the Lord and is found faithful. It is the false teacher, the
hypocritical, wicked, unfaithful bishop who is self-willed, self-pleasing,
and arrogant. There is no place for this kind of member in God’s church.
Certainly there is no place in the church for this kind of bishop.

Neither must the bishop be prone to anger.'® The text, we ought to
notice, does not say that the bishop may never be angry. There is a
righteous anger. God Himself is angry with the wicked every day. But
the bishop must not be prone to anger. He must not be soon angry, i.e.,
inclined quickly to lose his temper. Satan and evil men in the church will
quickly take advantage of that weakness in a bishop and soon the bishop
will be ineffective. The elder then must be able to control himself so that
he does not quickly fly into a towering rage.

Nor must the bishop be given to wine. Literally the word in the
Greek refers to one who sits long at his wine, hence, a drunkard."” We
all know that Scripture does not forbid the proper use of alcoholic
beverages. In fact, it is the preacher/bishop Timothy whom the apostle
Paul commands to “use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine
often infirmities™ (I Tim. 5:23). We all know too that Scripture sharply

17.  The word is mee authadee, which is derived from auwtos heedomai,
which means self-willed or self-pleasing and in that sense arrogant.

18. Mee orgilon.

19. Mee paroinon.

10 PRTJ






















































































































































































