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dom. So the church of the nine­
teenth century, in the face of
Marxism, should have promoted
social justice "in lieu of 'Are
you saved, brother?'" (p. 56).
And

For John Calvin, Jesus came
to live, to die, and to rise
again to take rule in human
history as King, for the cre­
ation through the Word de­
clared by the pulpits, of "a
model community" we've
been calling "City" and the
"Kingdom," which is iIlus-

The Pastor in Prayer. by C.H.
Spurgeon. Carlisle, PA: Banner of
Truth Trust, 2004 (Based on the sec­
ond edition, London, 1893). 184 pp.
(cloth). $15.99. [Reviewed by Barry
Gritters.]

My first acquaintance with
Spurgeon's The Pastor in Prayer
was in the early years of my
ministry when I was first look­
ing for books on pastoral prayer.
Pilgrim Publications of Pasa­
dena, Texas was re-issuing all
of the sermons and works of
Spurgeon, this "choice selec­
tion ofC.H. Spurgeon's Sunday
Morning Prayers" included
(1971). One copy made its way
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trated In the world of the
West.

That Calvin taught exten­
sively regarding civil life, and
intended Geneva to be a city
where the Word of God was
honored and King Jesus ac­
knowledged cannot be denied.
To go from there, however, to
making the City the goal of
Jesus' coming, death, and res­
urrection, and that according to
Calvin, is a different matter al­
together. •

to the used book shelfat Bakers,
where I snatched it up and read
a prayer a week late each Satur­
day evening, taking notes as I
went, to avoid the pitfalls of
repetition or stale cliches in the
congregational prayers.

Banner ofTruth brings out
a new edition, re-typeset, and
with a new appendix from
Spurgeon's Lectures to My Stu­
dents.

The Reformed pastor will
be enriched by Spurgeon's gift
ofprayer. The elder who will be
required to lead the worship in
the pastor's absence will be
helped here. This man who, at
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the youthful age of twenty-one,
was able to communicate his
early sermons in a stunning and
colorful way, was also a master
at using biblical language and
bringing out biblical figures of
speech in his (these transcribed)
prayers. The reader who is un­
comfortable with addressing God
in the vernacular "you" and
"your" will be put at ease with
Spurgeon's King James English.
The reader who is not will have
no problem with the old English.

The twenty-six prayers,
each about five or six pages, are
rich in devotional piety; in ex­
pressions ofGod's sovereignty;
in hearty confessions ofsin-so
rare in prayers today ("we are
not willing to confess our own
sinfulness until Thou dost show
it to us ... "); in petitions that
make the bel,iever eager for
heaven ("our spirit triumphs in
the anticipation ofthe time when
all thine enemies shall be de­
stroyed, and death and hell shall
be cast into the lake of fire, and
God shall be all in all"), and in
obvious sympathetic unity with
the people under his care ("Grant
to Thy dear children who are by
any means depressed because
they feel the serpent at their
heel, that they may bless the
dear name of Him whose heel
was bruised before, but who in
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the very bruising broke the
serpent's head"). The pastor
could do worse than read
Spurgeon's congregational
prayers.

Regularly, Pastor Spur­
geon would pray for their "Col­
lege," the pastor-training school.

Let every brother sent out be
clothed with power, and may
the many sons of this church
that have been brought up at
her side, preach with power
today. It is sweet to think of
hundreds of voices of our
sons this day declaring the
name of Christ. Blessed is
the church that hath her
quiver full of them, she shall
speak with her adversaries in
the gate ....

Often, Spurgeon asked for
blessings on the Orphanage, for
the colporteurs "going from
house to house," for missions in
foreign lands and "missions in
the heathendom at home" (re­
member mid-nineteenth century
London), for "plenteous pros­
perity to all the hosts of His
Israel," and that the Lord would
graciously "gather in the un­
converted":

And, Lord, gather in the un­
converted: our prayers can
never conclude without
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pleading for the dead in sin.
Oh, quicken them, Savior!
and ifany one here has a little
daughter that lieth dead in
sin, like Jairus may they plead
with Jesus to come and lay
His hand upon her that she
may live.

My estimation is that
Spurgeon was at his best when
he was bringing the minds of
the people before the glorious
throne ofGod, and when he was
leading them to a godly confes­
sion of sin.

We have looked upon every
act of our lives and desired
that in all things we might be
conformed to Thy will, and
Thou knowest this makes us
walk very tenderly at times,
and with much brokenness of
spirit before Thee, because
the more we look into our
lives, the more we see to la­
ment; and in proportion as

Puritan Papers, ed. by D. Martyn
Lloyd-Jones, J.1. Packer. Foreword
by W. Robert Godfrey. Phillipsburg,
NJ: P&R Publishing, 4 volumes (pa­
per), 2000-2004. [Reviewed by
Mitchell Dick.]

The rumor of their demise
is greatly exaggerated. Puritans
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Thou dost make us holy, in
that very proportion do we
spy our unholiness, and find
nests of sin where we never
dreamt that the loathsome
things had been. Father,
cleanse us from secret faults.
Purge us! Thou hast purged
us with hyssop once, and we
are clean; now wash us with
water, even as Thou, blessed
Jesus, didst wash Thy dis­
ciples' feet, and make us
clean every whit, that we may
be Thy priests and kings,
sanctified wholly; and make
us a people zealous of good
works.

His "Our Public Prayer"
(appendix 2 from his Lectures
to my Students) is a fine read
about congregational prayer, as
well as (almost incidentally) a
beautiful defense of preaching
as the heart ofthe church's wor­
ship.•

live. And it is the aim of the
recently published set of books
called "Puritan Papers" to pro­
long and to promote their life,
and theirs, to give life to many.

Yes, nothing less than the
revival of the Puritans, and the
reformation, and revival of

Vol. 38, No. I



churches and Christians today
through the writings ofthe Puri­
tans, is the goal of the Papers.

In and through its Papers,
P & R aims, in fact, at the same
thing as do the Puritan and Re­
formed Studies Conferences.
These annual conferences, on­
going, have been held by friends
of the Puritans for over fifty
years in the Westminster Chapel
in London. "Puritan Papers" is
comprised of the papers written
for these conferences. It is as­
sumed that P & R is sufficiently
convicted of the worthiness of
the Puritans to continue to add
to its present four volumes of
Papers until all or most of the
Conference papers are included.

At the beginning of my
review ofthese Papers, I want to
say that I have never been a
friend ofthe Puritans. This was
not because I was an enemy. It
was not because I actually lis­
tened to mockery of their, for
example, being kill-joys, and
hating bear-baiting and all of
that, not because it gave pain to
the bear but because "it gave
pleasure to the spectators."
Mostly it was because oflack of
acquaintance.

Now, having acquainted
myself more than ever with those
people called "Puritans," and
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that, with the help ofthe Papers,
I can actually say that I consider
them friends.

Not the greatest of friends,
yet. Not that I agree with every­
thing my new-found friends
teach. Not that I would say that
each and every one who has been
called a Puritan I could drink or
do theology with or even talk
about without roundly condemn­
ing. Not that I would recom­
mend them as J. I. Packer did so
glowingly in his foreword to the
1958 Conference where he wrote
"the Puritans were strongestjust
where Protestants today are
weakest, and their writings can
give us more real help than those
of any other body of Christian
teachers, past or present, since
the days of the apostles."

But generally, from what I
have read, I like them. We are
on the same page, I can see, and
the Papers have sharpened my
vision. We are friends, Puritans
and I, desiring to promote truth
and godliness, life in Christ, and
the revival of what in Christen­
dom and our own walk with God
is dead.

Having said that, I do want
to suggest that P & R could have
helped and could still help its
readership with a better intro­
duction to the Puritans. That
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would have helped me become
better acquainted with these folks
called Puritans. It would help
others also. Now I know a bit
about their history and identity.
Prof. Hanko and the seminary
taught us some of this. And
Peter Lewis and his "The Genius
of Puritanism," and various dic­
tionaries and articles introduc­
ing Puritans are out there. But
why not have something in the
Papers themselves? This would
especially be helpful, seems to
me, in order to explain why the
papers and Papers included es­
says about men like John Calvin
(the 1964 Conference focused
on him), Charles Spurgeon, and
Abraham Kuyper. Whenever I
have thought of Puritans, I
thought sixteenth and seven­
teenth century, England, and of
those who were concerned that
the Reformation had not gone
far enough then and there. I
thought of Perkins, and Sibbes,
and Baxter, and Burroughs, and
Owen, and Goodwin, and the like.
But Calvin ... a Puritan? And
Kuyper?

Which suggests to me this
other suggestion: after identify­
ing just what is the Puritanism
that is the substance of Papers,
perhaps P & R could have some­
one write for a future volume an
insightful essay showing that
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from the Puritans, and from them
especially, we ought to be read­
ing, as Packer suggests, in order
that there be reformation and
revival in the churches today. If
this is not proven, there will be
some, I dare say, at least in the
Dutch tradition, who will con­
tinue reading only or primarily
continental Calvinists, and be
more concerned with Dordt than
with Westminster, with Bavinck
than with Goodwin. Friends
who may be friends indeed, and
friends who stand to learn some­
thing from friends yet unknown,
will never have the pleasure such
friendships bring. And certain
things and persons and doctrines
dead that Puritans might have
revived, might, because the Pu­
ritans themselves were never
read, have to wait till the last
trump.

About the content of the
Papers, I would write not too
much, but just enough to tell
why I am finding among Puri­
tans friends. In the four vol­
umes printed to date there is a
potpourri of subjects. Here's a
sampling.

Scripture and the
Interpretation Thereof

Puritans attempted to take
every thought captive to, and to
develop every doctrine in har-
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mony with, the Word of God.
This was because of their belief
that the Bible and the Bible alone
is the standard of doctrine, life,
and worship. Packer, in this
connection, has an informative
essay on "The Puritans as Inter­
preters of Scripture" (vol. I,
p.191). And a sampling ofPuri­
tan exegesis is given in that same
volume, which treats "Thomas
Shepard's Parable of the Ten
Virgins." Here some of the
strengths and excesses of Puri­
tan exegesis are revealed, as well
as the preeminent concern that
the truth be applied, that Scrip­
ture be known for all its "uses."

Election Key
The Puritan doctrine of

election is treated in an essay in
vol. I by lain Murray. Murray
is hold to say that the reason for
the neglect and even spurning
of the Puritan writings is their
doctrine of election, and the
place and value the Puritans give
to it (vol. 1, p. 4), and that "the
Puritans regarded a denial of
the doctrine of election as an
overthrow of the whole nature
of the gospel" (p. 9). Evidence
ofthe concern of the Puritans to
have every truth of Scripture
lived out, practically, among the
believers, is Murray's quote of
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the Puritan Anthony Burgess on
the doctrine of election. Bur­
gess writes: "This truth (ofelec­
tion) may he handled either sin­
fully or profitably; sinfully as
when it is treated on only to
satisfy curiosity, and to keep up
a mere barren speculative dis­
pute.... This point of election
... is not to be agitated in a
verbal and contentious way, but
in a saving way, to make us
tremble and to set us upon a
more diligent and close striving
with God in prayer, and all other
duties.... This doctrine, if any
other, should produce sobriety,
holy fear, and trembling" (p. 5).
Though no mention is made of
certain related and controver­
sial matters such as reprobation
or the different lapsarian posi­
tions, nor how heirs ofthe Puri­
tans have come up with and do
reconcile theories such as the
free offer of the gospel with the
doctrine of election, this em­
phasis, this fact that the Puri­
tans regarded election as that
"golden thread" of theology
warms a Reformed man's heart.

Covenants before Cocceius
Of interest to the PRe and

Reformed readers is E.F.
Kevan's study of John Ball (ch.
4, vol. 1). Ball, Kevan argues,
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arrayed "all theology under a
system of covenants, anticipat­
ing Cocceius (1603-69) and the
Dutch Federal School of Re­
formed Theology." Especially
interesting to this reviewer was
Kevan's discussion of Ball's
teaching on Christ in the old
covenant, and the law, and
Christ, and grace.

Sande•..what?
The 1967 Conference (vol.

4) was devoted to treating the
theme "Profitable for Doctrine
and Reproof." At this confer­
ence Martyn Lloyd-Jones con­
sidered a thing called "Sande­
manianism" and the controversy
in the eighteenth century that
arose about it and the nature of
saving faith. One wonders if
there are not lessons to be ap­
plied from this controversy to
the present controversy raging
in Reformed and Presbyterian
circles over that matter on which
a church stands or falls, namely,
justification by faith alone.

Preaching
Preaching and Puritans is

addressed in different papers
found in vols. 2 and 3 ofPapers.
One essay sets forth the place of
preaching in Reformed worship,
and cites the Westminster Di-
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rectory for Public Worship as
reflective of what the Puritans
believed and taught. So when
the Directory teaches that
"Preaching of the word, being
the power of God unto salva­
tion, and one of the greatest and
most excellent works belonging
to the ministry of the gospel,
should be so performed, that the
workman need not be ashamed,
but may save himself, and those
that hear him" (vol. 2, p. 166),
we are to see the Puritans here.
And we, preachers and parish­
ioners alike, and because we
believe this to be the very Word
of God, ought to tremble.

Church and Worship
Two articles in the Papers

deal with a matter crucial to the
cause of the Puritans-that of
worship. Both Packer and
Murray consider the Puritan
approach to worship, the regu­
lative principle, and things con­
troversial and vital in two fine
papers (vol. 3) over which we
today do well to pore. One ques­
tion I come away with is this: is
the Puritan regulative principle
really the regulative principle
ofthe Heidelberg Catechism (Q.
96)? And another: is there any­
thing of Cranmer (who argued
against the Puritan position, e.g.,
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vol. 3, p. 35) to which we do
we)) to give heed in the interests
of steering between the ever­
threatening Scylla (legalism),
and Charybdis (antinomi­
anism)?

In the 1965 Conference,
entitled "Approaches to Refor­
mation," in which are papers on
Zwingli, Luther, Cranmer,
Knox, and the Anabaptists,
Lloyd-Jones gives a very good
critique of "Ecclesiola in
Ecclesia," a phenomenon of
"churches within churches,"
which phenomenon appeared at
the time of the Reformation and
later, as a kind of "quasi" or
"para-church" form ofrefonna­
tion. This critique is instructive
and a warning for our day, in
which everyone and his dis­
gruntled brother is doing what
is right in his own ecclesiastical
eyes.

Real Christianity
and Assurance

Several of the articles of
Papers reflect the concern ofthe
Puritans that professing believ­
ers believe really. In other
words, there is the concern that
we Christians be not hypocrites,
but that we Christians be posi­
tively, fruitfully, and growing
godly.
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Examples are these:
"William Guthrie and the

Trial of a Saving Interest in
Christ" (vol. I).

"The Puritan Conscience"
(an excellent article by Packer,
vol. 2).

"Knowledge-False and
True" (by Lloyd-Jones, vol. 2).

Aspects ofthe Puritan doc­
trine of the assurance of believ­
ers are set forth in Packer's es­
say entitled "The Witness ofthe
Spirit: The Puritan Teaching"
(vol. 1). In this, Packer ana­
lyzes especially the works of
Thomas Brooks, Thomas
Goodwin, and Richard Sibbes.

Puritans, according to
Packer, speak of assurance at
one time as a fruit offaith, some­
times as a quality offaith. "They
talk both of assurance growing
out of faith and of faith growing
into assurance. Assurance is to
them faith full grown and come
of age; there can be faith with­
out assurance, but where assur­
ance is present, it is present as
an aspect of faith, organically
related to it, not as something
distinct and separable from it"
(vol. I, p. 18.). Faith contains a
measure of assurance within it­
self from the outset, but it is not
"settled and well-grounded" as­
surance, which comes only as
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faith is tried and ripens and is
strengthened by conflict, doubt,
and fluctuations of feeling.
"Full assurance," as Packer in­
terprets the Puritans, "is a rare
blessing; even among adults it
is a great and precious privi­
lege, not indiscriminately be­
stowed." It is even the case,
according to the Puritan Tho­
mas Brooks (as quoted by
Packer), that "assurance is a
mercy too good for most men's
hearts. God will only give it to
his best and dearest friends."
And "Assurance is the beauty
and top of a Christian's glory in
this life. It is usually attended
with the strongest joy, with the
sweetest comforts, and with the
greatest peace. It is a ...crown
that few earn ...." "Assurance is
meat for strong men; few babes,
if any, are able to bear it, and
digest it."

We Reformed would take
issue with several ofthese state­
ments re the doctrine of assur­
ance. Peter does when he says
on behalf of all true believers
"we believe and are sure" (John
6:69). Our Catechism does when
it teaches that assurance is of
the essence offaith (Lord's Day
7), and not just something that
comes along only after a while,
and after much trial and conflict
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and even doubt, and then per­
haps only to a few.

We must take care, how­
ever, to assess the complete Puri­
tan doctrine in the light, first of
all, of their mission of missions:
religion trne-in heart, in l{{e, in
Church, in the world. Against
false assurance Puritans preached,
and to have professing believers
"give diligence to make their call­
ing and electionsure" (2 Pet. 1: 10)
was their repeated exhortation. It
was their zeal for this true reli­
gion that led, I would suggest, to
several errant conclusions and
statements. But then, it is inter­
esting to note that the Puritans
spoke of assurance with pastoral
heart and aims. They were con­
cerned that those lacking assur­
ance be assured, and to lead the
doubters along the way of glad­
ness andjoy. This was one ofthe
stated purposes 0 f Guthrie's clas­
sic "The Trial ofa Saving Interest
in Christ." It is why "joy" (be­
lieve it ornot!) was considered by
Puritans a wonderful fruit of the
believer's life. It is why the Puri­
tans considered it a danger and
sin to fail to rejoice (cf. J. Gwyn­
Thomas' essay, "The Puritan
Doctrine of Christian Joy," vol.
2, chapter 7).

This twofold Puritan ap­
proach to assurance is reflected,
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I believe, among the West­
minster divines, who themselves
made the distinction, as did the
Puritans, between the "being"
and the "well being" of faith,
and also spoke of different de­
grees and strengths of faith (cf.
Westminster Confession of
Faith, ch. 14). Something of
this same approach, I suggest, is
what we need to take. To com­
fort God's people. To guard
against the the danger ofmerely
speculative religion. ]n our own
backyard. In our own heart.

Revival
Though the first Puritans

would have rejected, song and
dance, Finney's revivals and re­
vivalism (cf. vol. 4, "Finney on
Revival"), yet Puritanism was
all for revival-teaching and
promoting the fact and neces­
sity of unusual and powerful
effusions and workings of the
Spirit, during which the Church
is roused from spiritual slumber
and apostasy. Packer, writing
in vol. 2 on "Edwards and the
Theology ofRevival," contends
that "a theology of revival" is
"perhaps, the most important
single contribution that Edwards
has to make to evangelical think­
ing today" (p. 30). Lloyd-Jones
(vol. 1, p. 295ff.) quotes with
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approval Jonathan Edwards say­
ing "It may be observed that
from the fall of man to our day,
the work of Redemption in its
effect has mainly been carried
on by remarkable communica­
tions of the Spirit of God" (p.
313). And "though there be a
more constant influence of
God's Sprit always in some de­
gree attending His ordinances,
yet the way in which the great­
est things have been done to­
wards carrying on this work al­
ways has been by remarkable
effusions at special seasons of
mercy" (p. 313, 14).

There are dangers here. In
the first place, biblical warrant
for revivals and seeking reviv­
als of this sort is, as it seems to
this reviewer, lacking. Sec­
ondly, it seems to me there is a
kind of carnal ity in this whole
business, this whole pursuit of
extraordinary revival. A car­
nality, and a lack of faith. Kind
of like the ones who refused to
believe except they were given
signs. Or the present-day
charismaniacs, whose theology
is rolling on the floor and out
the door. Does not faith see,
look for, delight (in Scripture's
light) in wonderfully ordinalY
fruit ofthe Spirit, such as repen­
tance and faith and godliness,
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good works, and joy, which is
produced through God's or­
dained wonderfully ordinary
ordinances such as preaching
and teaching and the adminis­
tration ofthe sacraments? Third,
there is the danger here, in this
promotion of revivalism, to "set
free" the Spirit of Christ Him­
self, from the doctrine ofChrist.
This is apparent in Lloyd-Jones,
when he argues (citing the life
of George Whitefield as an ex­
ample) that there can be revival
without reformation, and a
working of the Spirit upon the
soul apart from and before a
working oftruth upon the mind.
It is, in fact, Arminian, accord-
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ing to Lloyd-Jones, to put such
"conditions" and limitations
(viz., the knowledge ofthe truth)
on the sovereign working ofGod
(p. 311).

Dangers, yes. But with the
help of our Puritan friends, a
sharpening. Puritans for true
and needed revival, for the
quickening of things like new
men, old institutions, seminar­
ies, pulpits, and ploughmen.
Every day. In the Word. On our
knees. Standing Christian. And
walking. Reformed and ought
to be Reforming. In these latter
days.

P & R, bring on more Pa­
pers! •
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