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Edltorial Mote:

O April 23, 2010 ancther one
of our home mission skEtions
was organized inta an instifuted
church. Ve rejoice and give
thanks to Ged for His blessing
on tha work of home missions
done in the past few vears in
Shoux Fallg, South D.:‘lH-'ﬂE‘L and
tha fruit of this work. This issue
of our newslatier is devaled to
tedl the stony about all of this.
We walcomae Heritage Church
as a membar of tha Protestant
Reformad Churshas. We also
gncourage those wiho happan to
be i the area to visit the newly
eslablished congragation in this
part of our country

Huargaga Consistary:
Ed Van Egdom, elder; Kyle Bleyanburg,
deacan; l.‘.'a'u'.'r'n Ta :‘:ilaa elder,

he Sioux Falls mission had its
beginning in the work of the
Raformed Witness Committes
FEWS, which is the evangelism

arm af the area Protestant Raformed
+ Ghurches (PRG) in Northwest lowa

+ and Southwest Minnesota. This

* committee for years was aware of

* a number of families who mads

* their home in Sioux Falls and were

¢ interasted in establishing a Protastant
' Ratormad Church in Siows Falls.

» Throughout the 12805 the commitiee
» discussed ways in which they might
. pramate tha gospel in Sioux Falls.

. Binle studies were held, and then,

. with Doon congistory agreaing to

. take oversight of the work, the RWC
. decided to start holding worship

- sprvices on Sunday evenings. Thass
servicas made use of 3 rotation of

- supply from the area Protestant

+ Refarmed pasters, who preached

: three times a Sunday on those

s evenings, Owersight was provided

s with local elders and dazacans

: attending tha services. | remember

» oocasionally attending those worship
s Servicas with my family whean | was

. growing up in Edgerton, MN, These
. services continued from Mevember

. 1987 until July of 1988, when thay

. wera discontinued due to a lack of

. outside interast.,

. In the summer of 1930 atiempts

. Wire made once again 1o revive a
work in Sioux Fells with a Bible Study
+ under the supervision of the Doon

+ consistory,. The studies went well,

* leading Doon to reguast of Edgertan
' to allow their pastor to carry cut the

s work, Bev. De Viies, the pastor of

i Bdperton PRC, led thosa studies

. from the fall of 1990 until they were
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concluded on December 20, 1993
due to a lack of outsida interest ance
again. For various reasons, in God's
good pravidence, none of these [abors
rasultad in the beginning of a mission
work in Sioux Falls. But seeds were
belng scwn.

In the vears that followed, still maore
members of the Protestant Reformed
Churehas fram lawa and Minnesota
looked to Sioux Falis (about an

hour's drive away) for emplayment
appartunities not available in their cwem
communities. 3ome of them moved,
preferring 1o commute an one o TWo
days for church and sociatias. This,
howeaver, was not a favorable st of
circumstances. Rav, Key addrassed
{he matter with the BWE at thair
Kazrch 21, 2005 meeting, encourzging
them to renew work in Sioux Falls,
beginning with a Bible Siudy. Ha was
af the conviction that, even apart from
the presance of Protestant Reformed
people, there was goad patantisl for
onooing mission work in Sioux Falls.
Al the July 18, 2005 meating of the
AW, the Edgertan sub-commitize
reported that they had met with a

few couples in Sioux Falls and wera
planning o start a Bible Study. Rew,
Danigd Kleyn, pastor of Edgerton, was
planning 1o lead tha studies, bul when
he toak the call to Holland, MI, Rew.
Key stepped in with the approval of
Hull's cansistony.

The first meeting was held in Sioux
Fallz Chriztian Schoal on Septernber
2B, 200%, At that time the group
decided to 2end a letter to all
FProtestant Reformed membars and
former membars, as well as some
other contacts in the Sloux Falls
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araa, explaining the purposa of the
Bible Study and inviting them to

1@in the study, Ower the next faw
manths a few more began attending
the Bible Study, and enjoyed a

time of fellowship and spirtual
instruction. The group met through
the remaindar of 2005 until Aprl of
2006, They recessed for the summaer,
than resurmed the study again in
Saptember of 2006, and Rev. Key lad
them until December of that year.

Already in May 2006 the group
exprezsed to the AWE its desire to
become a mission of the Protestant
Reformed Churches with regular
preaching services. It took several
months before the request worked
its way through the area church
councils and was approved. With
that approval the Bible Study group
zont a letier dated Septarmber

23, 2006 1o the Domestic Mission
Commuttes [DMC) expressing the

fact that they now had the approval
of the area councils/consistones
and were requesting the DMC's
assislanca in establishing a mission
workl in Sioux Falis,

The DMC zent a delegation to meet
with the Bible Study at one of the
biwaekly meeatings. The delegation
was convinced that there was a
solid core group in Sioux Falls, who
were ready to be a shining Eght in
their community. Accordingly, the
DMC delegation recommendead that
the DMC “immediately lock for and
send to Sioux Falls a man to work
with this group, beginning worship
senvices with them, leading Bible
studies and teaching catechism
classes, and warking on developing
contacts in tha area.™ Tha three
grounds were: "1) We have a request
fo do this (Acts 16:9); 2) The maksup
and sire of the group i5 suited to
the beginning of 2 mission in Sioux

Tha congregation of Heritage PR, Soux Fals, SO, 2010

Falls; and 3) The group s ready and
eager, not only o begin services,
but also 1o be active In misslon
putreach.” The recommendation
was adopled, and immediately the
DME requested of Candidale Spronk
to move to Sioux Falls and taks up
the baginning of the work thene.

In June of 2007 the Synod of the
PRC approved the work of the DMG
establishing a mission in Sioux Falls
and appointed Edgerton consistory
the calling church for Sioux Falls.

Cne of the first activities of the
group was to choose for themselves
the name Hemtage Protestant
Reformed Fellowship, A steering
cammitise was appointed, and
plans were made to begin worship
senices at 89:30 am. and 4:00 p.m.
in the Ambaszador Room of the
Holiday Inn in downtown Sioux Falls.
Worship servicas began on January

28, 2007, with Rev. B. Eleyn of the




DMC preaching in the morning and
Rev. D. Overway, pastor of Doon
PRC, preaching in tha aflermoon.
Rev. Spronk’s family quickly found

& place in the Fellowship, and

after five months of labor Edgerton
damansiralted their apprecistion and
desire to ses him continue that work
by isguing their call to him to sene as
missionary 1o Sloux Falls. Candidate
Spronk also had a call from Peace
PRC, and od moved him to accept
that callin July of 2007 .

AL the request of the DMG and
Edgerion consislory, Rev. Kortering
zgreed to assist in Sioux Falls wntil
December 16 [f necessary. Rev.
and Mrs. Kortering spent 10 weeks
lzbaring in Sioux Falls, during which
time they developed a close bond
with the Fellowship. Rev. Kortenng
established a good foundation,
espacially in the way of stiming

up thz Fellowship to be aclive in
personal wiinessing.

Edgarton callad Rev. R. Kieyn, and
gfter receiving a decling from him
they isswed a call to Rev, Alan
Brummel 1o be messionany 1o Sioux
Falls. Bav. Brummel sccapied the
call, and he and his family amived

on Movermnber 1, 2007, He was
instalied as missionary on November
83 and preachad his first semmon as
missionany on Sunday, Movembear 11,

The next two years saw many visitors
attending tha worship sarvices and
sieady growth through weddings and
new members joining the fellowship
&% We made our prosence kKAawn in
the community. We maoved from thea
Ambassador Room of the Holiday
Inn to the Bergundy Room on the
107 floor, which gave us more room
and more privacy for worship. Wa
mada usa of a broad specium

of adveriising media in order to
establish a presence in Sioux Falks,
Including television ads, radio spots,
a website, yellow pages, newspaper
ads, and word of mouth.

The most effective means to bring
individuals into the worship sarvices
continues 1o be personal invitations,
We are thankful for members who

A
R Afien Brumme| and his famiy.

are willing to'invite friends and
family o join with us in worship.
We ara privileged to have visitors at
almost evary worship senhvics. We
are cumently setting up & Youtube
channel on which we plan to post
a number of briefl introductions

to vanous pamphists and short
explanations of cemain doctrines
and practices of the Protestant
Reformed Churches. We hostad a
baath at the Sioux Empére Fair, whara
we distributed thousands of pieces
of literature and had opportumnity

o speak to many peopla about

our mission work. We are excited
to press on, knowing that God will
give the increase as we labor in
faithfulness 1o His Word. You can
chack out our website at weow,
reformedsiowndalls.om, where you will
find one of our television ads and a
link to our Youtube channel.

In January of 2008 the core group
consisted of 5 families and 7
individusals (18 confessing membess
and & baplized childran). Since then
otfer families and individuals were
added, and now the congregation
numbers 13 families and 3 individuals |
[30 confessing members and 10

baptized children), not counting the
missionary and his famiky.

| On November 15, 2009 the Steering

Committes called a meeting of

the mean of the Faliowship to vote

to se=k omanization at the nexd
mesting of Classis West. The motion
was approved by a large majonty.
Edgerton consistory and the DG
approvead tha request, which was
presented to and approved by Classs
West on March 3, 2010. Edgerton
conSSstony was appomted o ovarses
the organization of Heritage. The
orgenizational service was held

on April 23, with Rev. Dennis Lea
preaching on | Pater 2:4-6: "Lively
Stones Built up a Spiritual House "
Two elders and one deacon were
elected al a congregationad meating
following the service and were
instalad into office as he first
consstony.

We give thanks to God for providing,
inn His perfact timing and in answer o
mamy prayers, a Protesiant Reformed
Church in Sioux Fafls, 30. We extend

| a special invitation to you to come

and vizsit the newast congregetion in

| our denomingticn,



GREETINGS TO THE HERITAGE PRG OF SIOUX FALLS, S.0. | Rev. Korering, Domestic Mission Commities

s Domestic Mission
Committés of the Protestant
Feformed Churches of
America, we rejoice with you
in the blessing of God shown in your
being organized as a congregation.

It toak a great deal of courage
and faith for all of us to begin this
Enceavour

It toak a number of vears for you

to gain the support and blessing of
the congregations in which you had
membership. Understandably, the
rigngy affort 1o begin 8 congregation
in Sioux Falls meant that you would
leave these congregations, and that
Is never viewed with optimism. It
took faith and courage to press on
with tha conviction that Sioux Falls
neaded the witness of the Reformed
faith. Now God has blessed this
courage and faith with the fulfilling of
this wisson.

As calling church, Edgerton PRC
hesitated but pressad on with tha
same-courgge and faith. They saw
the need but wondered whether
they could fulfill the awesome
responsibility of sarving Christ and
His Church in the position of a
calling church. God provided that
faith with the necessary courage. We
have read your many reparts, which
indicated to us that you did not =it
back or in amy way tum back from
the work invalved. Your supenision
of the wark is a wonderful testimony
that a small church can meke a big
cantribution to the work of missions.

A% you stratched, aven bayond your
limits, God supplied the necessany
wistdom and grace to see this work
to its consummation. You have driven
mEEny mikes, spent many hours, and
intaractad at manmy mestings to share

your insights and lead this work in the |

proper direction. God has blessed
this labor of love and we trust you
hawve banefited spirituzlly as well.

A few years ago, God moved a busy
and angrgabc young pastor to accapt

the call to be missionary in Skoux
Faliz. He had everything going his
wiay, a lame congragation that loved
him, a parsonage that was morg

than adequate for his growing family,
a comfort zona in his work that

made staying in South Holland very
attractive. Yat he accepted the call to
take up this new work in Sioux Falls

That teok courage and faith on bis
part and on the part of his dear wifa
and family as well. He gave his heart
and soul to this work, and as DMC
wia look back with great satisfaction
that we could work together in
hammony and peace and see God's
work of grace as the church was
gathered and graw into a viable
congregation within thres years. God
be praised as He blesses faithful
laborers in His vineyard.

Maw that you stand at the threshold
of your own congregational history,
we marval at what God has done and
commend you to the continued cara
of Gad. !

Obviously your labors are nol ended,
thiey Now are iIncreasing. As there
will b2 a continued need for wark
among the churches of the mid-
west, Sioux Falls is now an option
for thoss members of the churches
who cannot find work in thair smaller
commiunities. We thank God that
these individuals and families can
llve in the area and bensfit the wodk
of God among you.

We are aware that there is always a
certain shift from rural commiunities
to citie=. This is not to =ay that we
anticipate the end of the Lomd's
work in small rural areas. We trust
that God will ahways have His

work among them. Rather, this is
an opporunity for those who are
trained for work not available in a
small rural community, to benafit
from the opportunitias of Sioux Falls.
The foresight of the leadsrship is
now reglized.

At the same tima, there ar2 many

opportunities of outreach to those
who ara unchurched or non-
Hafomed in your community. It was
& jay to see you put forth efforts to
make contact with thase paople.

Wa encourage you fo press on in
thiz work as the Lord gives you
opportunity. The good witness of
the Beformed faith, sat forth by your
combined [abors and individual
Christian vas, God will uss as the
means to the continued gathering of
His church in Sioux Falls.

As Domestic Mizzion Committes, we
extend this public welcome to you
as a congregation. May you continue
to be a blessing within your newly
established congregstion.

This will demand much of vou,

you will be asked to do work

you never considered yourself
capable of doing. You will have 1o
make financial sacrifices thalt may
intimsdate you. With God's presance
by His Holy Spirit, this will give to
each one of you opportunity 1o serve
our great God and receive from Him
blessmgs you can enjoy only mn the
way of serving.

To the newcomers, may. your
pressnce and contribution enabla
you to fesl at home and enjoy the
comiorts of a Heformed church
family.

We join you in bfting our voices in
praise and thanksgiving to God for
this token of His blessing. Your future
% in His hands.

May the coursos and faith with which
vou were blessed at the beginning

of this work continue now to be

your strength as yvou maturs as a
congraqation,

Fev. J. Kortering, Secrelary

GELDUNYD PELLIOKEL IUT S0 SL| JO BUOISESIN
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THE CITY OF SIOUX FALLS | By Mrs. Kate Bleyenburg

eritage Protestant Reformed
H Church is proud to call Sioux
Falls home.
With ower 154,000 citizens, Siousx
Falls is the largest city in the state
of South Dakota. |t features =l
tha amenitiz=s of 2 big city, whilz
mainizining the values and intimacy
of smell town charm.

Founded in 1856, the city gains its
name fram a laocation on the falls of
the Big Sioux RBiver. Much life is still
focusad on this beautdful landmark,
zs the falls are now home toa 122-
ecre park, connected by trolley to the
guaint downiown area and a fealured
stop along 20 rmilas of bike path that
wind zlong the mver and through the

many city parks.

With four distinct seasons, finding
2 vansty of recreations! actvities
im Sice Falls is not difficult. The
city is home to many atiractions:

Casczdas of the Bag Siowx River gl Fals Farc

goif courses, Washington Pavilion
Science Cenler, Great Bear =ki hill,
water parks, zoo, minor l=agus
basebal, hockey, indoor football,

basketball, and much more. Plan your

visit, as the city makes an excellent
destination for famaly vacations!

Mot only is Sioux Falls a great
vacation destination, it is also an
alfordable place to live. The cost

of Iving is well below the nationzl
average, leaving households with
a median dizsposable income of
nearly 54,500 each vear, ranking
BT out of the nation's 300 largest
metropolitan areas. As one of the
fastest growing melre areas in the
MMidwest, Sioux Falls continues

to offer many oppartunities for
professional growth, particularty in
the fiekds of healthcare and financial
sanvices. As of Decamber 2009,
the Sioux Falis metro area reporisd
an unemployment rate of onfy 4.7,
significantly lower than the national

rate of 9.7, In the past five years
Sioux Falls has received many

| awards and accolades relating to

quelity of fife, water purity, recreation,
and work opporfunities, Just to
mention one: Forbes magazing
namead Soux Falls the #1 Bast Smzll
Plecz For Business And Caresrs in
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009,

Along with access to solid Hefarmed
preaching and Christian education,
each of these factors contributes
towards making Sloux Falls an (deal
place for Christian families Lo visit
and e,

Sources:
v siouxfalls.ong
wonnw. siowdfallscvb.com

www, siouxfallsdevelopment
com/Publications/communrnity_
prafile_2009-2010.pdf




MEMBERSHIP IN THE MISSION | Dr Paul D= Jong

aing a member of a small

missian-fellowship is

very different frorm being

a rmamber of a lange,
established church, Worshiping in
agroup of 15-20 people is quite an
experence comparad to worshiping
in a larger congreqation. A rented
roam of a hiotal is nat much like a
church sanciuany. Making financial
ends meet on'a mission field or ina
smiall church s oftan maore difficult
than in a lamger church, And outreach
and evangelism, “letting your light
shine"—well, it"s just different cn a
mission fiald.

Or iz it?

Having been a member of the larger,
more established churches of Peaca
and Doon bafora maving to Sioux
Falls, | won't say it didn't fesf 8 bit
awkward at first, meeting in a small
room where if you sat in the front
roe, you cotd [Hecally reach out
and louch the pulpit. It falt strange
the first few times we had casually-
dressed visitors wander in off the
sireet or from the hotel lobby to join
our waorship services. And for the
members at Heqitage, it forces us
out of our comfont zone when we
cngage complate strangers at the
Sioux Empire Fair in conversation,
or walk up and down the streets of
our neighborhoods with fliers, or
ialk aboul our love for Jesus to the
visitors at our worship servicas, or
participate in one of several TV ads.

But thinking back over the past few
virars, | would say that the differences
batweaeen the larger, establizhad
churches and a small misskon-church
arg minimal when compared with all
the similaribes,

Our worship services are very similar
to any other Protestant Reformed
Church. Granted, you have to
navigate through the hotel lobby,
past tha bar and up the elevator ten
stories to get to the Burgundy Room.

Tha PRG Doemas

at Be0 Willage Lane Jenison,

| nit retern. Ve hopa and pray that

| know that the preaching is nevar |

But once inside, the atmosphere is
very similar to what we'ra all used

to: queet, respectiul, and reversnt,
We =till have the same KJY Bible, the
same order of worship, and the same
biblical preaching. Rav. Brummal
faithfully prezches through the
Heidelberg Catechism every Sunday
maorning, just as other Protestant
Reformed pastors do, and our
catachism students memonze out

af the same books 25 hundrads of
ather Protesiant Reformed children
across the nation. And although we
haven't had Communion now in over |
three vears, we have besn privileged
to witness the sacrament of baptism
several imes.

Jdust liks any establshed church,

and even more 5o, & mission fisld
nesds 1o be focused on outreach and
spreading the gospel. We've learned
al Herlage that the bast means of
outreach is personal evangelsm, s
much better than newspapers. radio
programs, or TV ads, although those
means have lheir place as well.

We've had many visitors over the
past three yesrs, In preparing to

write this article, | decided (o look
back through our guest book. Since
October 2007, there have been just
over 200 non-Protestant Reformed
visitors that have signed the guest
book, and of courss othars that didn't
sign. How exciting that 5o many have
been able to hear the preaching of
the Word! There have also bean over
400 visitors fram churches within our
denomination. Thank you for visiting, |
and please come again! '

ineffectual. It always serves to sofien
thea haarts of His alect and harden
the haars of the wicked.

For those of us with school-aged
children, we've been privileged
thesa last few yaars (o be ahle to
use the Morthwest lowa Protestant
Reformed School in Doon {about 40
miles from Sioux Falls) ard Trinity
Christian High Schood in Hull {sbout
55 miles). Although the dnveis long,

Cwe 2re thankiul to e able to sencd
| aur chlldren to Protestant Raformad

schoals, where we know they will

| be taught the same truths they hear

every Sunday. Perhaps someday we,

| tod, will have our own Protestant

Raformed School in Sioux Falls. We
wait on the Lord's will, |'m sure the
kids would appreciate a shorter drive.

I'd like to close this article with a
word about church family. Thoss of
you who ara members of other smeall
churches will understand when | say
it is truly a blessing to be part of a
small, elasa-knit chiurah family. We
are blassed at Haritage with unity,
harmony, and peace. It iz a joy o sea

| the members sticking around for a

lang time after the worship serdices

| to talk with each other and with our

visitors, It is encouraging to ses Bible
study well attended, well prepared

| for, and the discussions sincers.

We all look forward to our monthly
fellowship luncheons and the many

| other autings that the lades of the
| Astivitias Caommittes put =0 much

work into organizing.

The Lord has blessed us these last

| Few years with both spiritual and

Perhaps the biggest struggle for
many of us has been lo see 50
many visitors come, many of them
for multiple worship senices, and
then 1o see most of them leave and

their brief time with us, worshiping
and leaming about God, will stay
with them through their lives. We

mmitie= can be conlzcisd

numerical growth, end our worship
senvices have grown from 15-20
people to 40-530 people. Lord willing,
by the time you read this artichs, we
will ma langar be Hentage Protestamt
Reformed Fellowship, but Heritage
Protestant Reformed Church. May
the Lord continuee 1o bless us as we
start this new and exciting stage of
our existence!
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