MISSIONS

OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMED CHURCHES

From Our Newly Instituted
Mission Church in Spokane,
Washington

By Rev. Rodney Kleyn, recenthy
ordained minister of Covenant of
Grace PRC

aovenant of Grace Protestant

Reformed Church was

organized in kate March

2009, Upon. organization,
two =lders and one deacon wers
ordained into office. Shaorthy after this
the congregation extended a call to
me to come and be their pastor. Now,
it has been almost fowr months since
Liz andd | and our five children moved
out to Spokane.

At present the congregation hers
numbers eight families. There are

five younger famifies, including

our own, hwo older couples in their
saventies, and three individuals, two

of whom are older gentleman. Basides
members, we have a coupla and two |
other individuals whao have been in
regular attendance for several years.

Congregational life includes our
reqular Sunday worship services

at 10 AM and 5 PM, catechism
classes for 9 of the 15 children hara,
2 ladies Bible study one week and [
a combined sdult study the other
weaek, 2 monthly fellowship dinnar
after the moming =service, and lots of
interaction within the congregalion
betwean the members.

WWe have been very warmly receivad
as @ family here and are enjoying the
closenass of the church.

The backgrounds of the members
hare are very interesfing, None
of them are of Dutch orgin or
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of Reformed/Calmnistic background.
Each of them has a story o el of
how thay came o know and embracea
the Biblical teaching on especially
the soversignty of God i sahvation.
Also, almost none of tham ame
onginally from the Spokane area but
have moved in to this community
from othar parts of the country. Thelr
stories are a testimony to the power
of grace in the lives of God's aleet,
and to the fact that Christ is still busy
gathenng his church from outside,
even within our own country.

Owvar the past several years a Fall
confersnce has been put on here

in Spokane. This yaar | spoke fowr
times, on Friday evenings in Oclober,
on “Biblical Principles for Personal
Finances.” In early November Rew.
Hzaak came and spoks on “Calvin
and Predestination.” We had some
visitors to the finance speachas, bul
especially encouraging for us were
the 27 visitors to Hew. Haak's speech,
some of who retirmed for the Sunday
worghip services.

Since o armval inJuly there have
been outside visitors to our Sunday
services almost every week, Some

of these are people just passing
theough town and leoking for a
reformed church, Some have

bean PRC visitors from other
congregations, which we find very
encalraging. But, we have also had
a steady flow of cutside vishors,
Inclsding repeat visitors. In the last
mmonth we have had some college
studants coming back repeatedly for
oL gVening senvice. It is very difficult
for anyane with some reformed and
Calvinistic leanings to find a church in
this city, and 5o we are zble to fill that
gap as a church,

The Refomed Witness Hour is
broadcast in Spokane every Sunday
morning at 9 AM on KONT S20AM.
Since coming to town, I have gone
in o the radio station and recorded
some promos for this program which
are played  throughout the week. |
have atso recorded an intro and et
for the program whish identify it with
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our church. Besides this, we have
used the radio to advartise for our fall
conferance and Calvin Lecture. | am
exploring other ways 10 use the radio
hers too, maybe getting the Reformed
Witness Hour on & second station, or
ajring our worship services, or even
starting some radio program of aur
awr We have already had visitors 1o
our lectures and senices from the
radie advertising, and besidas this
pecple are hearing the ads and t2liing
our membears (including our children
at school) that thay have heard them.
Thiz is one way we hope o creals
SOITE Mofe Exposune and awarsness
in the commLmnity,

Ancther maans of advertsing we
use is the intemeat. ¥We have our own
website, wanareformadspokane.
arg, which we are cumently updalting
and redesigning. On this page ane a
lot of matenals and links explaining
the Reformed fath. Recently we also
began a fve broadeast of our Sunday
senices and spacial lecturss from
our web site, You can fisten in foo,

if you'd like. We are also uploeding
all pur senmons o the intemet on
wvews semmonaudic.com. We recantly
began advertising on Facebook

and Sermaonaudio also. Wa are

using Facebook for advertising our
Friday evening lectures, This

has increased the traffic to our
website considerably.

The mapority of visitors who have
come o our senvices and spacial
avents have been through personal
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wwitations. | have besn imprassed
with haw good the members here
are at getling rnatersal into the hands
of other people and calling them

or bringing them aleng to church

or our speeches. This should be an
encouragement for all of you ir the
area of personal witnessing.

Our family i seliing well info the ife of
the church and community. Spokane s
a very beautiful srea and the housa we
e in & onfdy half a malz from 3 massive
state park thatl follows the Spokans
River for many miles and has many
hike paths and beautiful spots, We
have enjoyed the culdoors since we
have been here. The children did leave
hehind mamy good frisnds i Michigan.
lbut it has been good for them to

come o 8 much smaller church

and begin to relate to adults and
Strancgars on a more personal level.
Cur children are attending a small, very
conservate, Baptist achood, which

we are very happy with. [ provides

a very safe spintual environsment for
oui-children; free from many of the
mfluences of the world, and having a
high wiew of the Word of God and a
goed emphasis on personal godiness.
We would ke to have cur own PRG
schood hese someday, but at present
thal = nol a possibility.

The city of Spokane has not besn
hit a5 obviousky by the national
economic down-turn as some other
parts of the country. Thers =till
saemes 10 be a lot of employment
opportunities here, especizlly in the

medical field. There are a number of
larger universities in the area (Eastern
‘Washington, Whitworth, Gonzagal,
and the cost of lving is relativaly k.
If you ane considesing an education, ar
A mave to another parl of the country
wihare we have an established PRG
congregation, consider Spokane. Not
only would you have the experiance
of iving in a new  place, but the
prwiching experience of baing part of
a small, vibrant, growing, mission-
ariented congregation.

Please come visit us and our
congregation: If you are in the area, or
if you are planning & trip to the West
Coast or the National Parks, includs
us i your itinarary (we are only 5
heurs from Glacier). The congregabon
wolld ke to grow more into the life of
the dencmination and one important
way for that to happen & through
personal contacts and visits. It s also
very encouraging for the saints hers to
recaive visilors from cur churches.

We would invite you to stay in

fouch with 1= aut here in Spokane.

W feel that we anre continuing the
denomenational work of missans hare
and covet your prayers in this. Please
peay that the Lord will bless our labors
here, keaping us faithiul, and noreasing
our size 50 that the witness of the
Refarmed faith may becoms mans
perrianent in this community.

In the love of Christ.

Rev. Rodrwy Kleyn
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MISSION WORK AND THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

By Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma,
missionary in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

am a Raformed pastor who is
called by the church to preach and
leach the Reforned fadh on the
mission field. Quite naturally then
the guestion ansss: do the Reformed
confessions teach us anything about
the task of missions? The Ganons
of Dorrecht most certainly do in
several different articles, |nfact, the
msiruction given in the Canons is
mdispensable, in my estimation, for a
proper understanding of mssion work
and the call of the gospel,

The intent of this article, however, is
nat to sxamine the teaching of the
Canons of Dortrecht. | wish 1o focus
attention on the Haidelbarg Catechism,
Does the Heidelbarg Catechism teach
us amything about mission work? The
question comes to mind; how oflen
have | heard a semon preached

oul of the Haidelbany Catechism on
the subject of missions? | certainky
cannol remeamber one. Meither bana |
preached ona. Is this tne because the
Catechizm t=aches us nothing aboul
this importznt work of the church? Or s
there mstruction in the Catechism that
= overlonked because the Catechism
i most oflen preached in the seftng

of the eslablished church? Maw that 1
have put on the spectacles of a home
missionary, | admit | have a tendency
to examine questions of this saort

miore chosely | ook for Scriptural and
confessional wamant for the work that |
do, as well as a proper understanding of
whiat is involvad in missions,

Does the Catechism teach us
amything about mission work?

Lord’s Day 21; Question and
Answer 54

Question 54 of Lord's Day 21 asks,
“What believest thou conceming the
‘holy catholic church’ of Cheist?”  The
answer to this question in i indeed
pertinent to the tesk of missions:
“That the Son of God, from the
beginning of time to the end of the
world. gathers, defends, and
preserves unbo Himself by His Spirit
and Word, out of the whaole hurman
race, a chunch chosen o everlasting
lite. . .* There are fwo imporant
truths in this answer that touch

upon missions, First, the Son of God
gathers unto Himsalf by His Spirit
and Word, a church. Second, Christ
gathers this church cut of the whole
hurman race. Both of thase truths
address the subject of missions,

From this queslion and answer of
the Catechism it is clesr that the
objective means Christ employs 1o
gather His church in this world is the
Word. By the term “Ward”, however,
iz not simply meant the Bible. What
= meant her |s the preaching of

the Word. After all, the preaching

of the Word is the power of God

unto sahvation {| Corinthians 1-18 ;
Romans 10:13-15). Chrisl has chosen
lo gather His chunch by means of the
preaching of the Word.

That is significant in light of so much
that goes undar the name of mission
work today. Mission work is not some
grzat humanitarian enlerprise in which
the church involves herself. This
entarprse is camed on well encugh
through such secular organizations as
the Red Cross, LINICEF, and United
Way, elc.. Nowhere does the Bible
teach thet the church must join the
ranks of thess organizabions and make
it her task to do the same thing but with
a distinctly Christian flavor. This is not
fo say ihat indivicheal bebevers cannot
seak to halp others in thes way. But this
is not the task of the church instilute.

The command of Christ to the church
institute (ihe function of the chunchj
according te God's Word s 1o preach

the Word in season and out of season
(I Timaothy 4:2). | do not deny that this
work may take other sors of lbors
and laborers 1o assist in the work of
missions. Inher work especialy in
forzign fiskds, bul also in domestic
missions to a certan axtent, the
chunch may not neglect the earthiy
neads. of those to whom the gospel is
brought. But when taking care of the

| earthly becomes the focus of mission

work, and the preaching of the Wond
becomes only cne of the peripharal
tasks, then the church has carved the
heart out of missions. The Calechizm
reminds us, Christ has chossn

to gather His church through the
objective means of the preaching of

| the Wornd, Evenything else is perpheral,

| We are also taught in question and

answer 54 that this preaching must go
out into all the world, Ghiist gathars
His church "put of the whola human
race”. It is the task of the church, in
&5 much as she is able, {o preach

the Word in all of the world sinca it
pleases Christ to save a universal
church. More can be writlen on

this, but our space ks lmited. The
Catechism in other Lord's Days
pursues the subject of the value of the
preaching on the misslon field. This
we wish fo examine.

Lord's Day 25; Question and
Answer 65

The Catechism addresses the reason
that the preaching is so necessary
en the mession field in question and
answer 65 of Lord's Day 25, “Since
then we are made partakers of Christ
ared all His bensfits by faith only,
whenae doth this faith proceed?
From the Holy Ghost, who works faith
If our hearts by the preaching of the
gospal; and confirms it by the use of
the sacramants.” It & by means of
the preaching of the gospel that the
Hely Spirt chooses to work faith in
those who hear. That Is one reason
the preaching i the chief maans of
graca: it can actually work faith in
the heart of a person. Thes is frue, of
course, only because the Holy Spirit
i5 working through this means. The
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Haly Spirit is the one who actually
works faith. Chnst gathars His church
through the Spint. Preaching in itsell
has no powar 1o work faith. But Christ
through His Spint powerfully uses the
preaching to work faith in someone.

When born and raised in the sphera of
the church and covenant we often do
not pay much atizntion to this aspeact
of the preaching. This is true because
the preaching is slso used by God

in the established chunch to nourish,
strengthen, and maintain tha faith of
thoss who are sleady saved. The
Spirit throwgh the preaching confirms
the faith He has already wodied in

us. Because this is true of many of

us, however, we do not give much
thought to the tnuth thet the Spint also
uses the preaching on the mission
fiedd to work faith in many who ae not
=saved and do not have faith.

it can be true in the spheare of the
established church too, but mars
aften on the mission fizld the Spirit of
Christ is pleased to use the preaching
1o transform a person from spirtual
death to lite. The preaching actuslly
effects the power of regensration

or pomversion. At that moment the
faculty or power of faith by which a
person is bound to Christ is worked
2= well, That, in turn, immediately
produces the activity of faith. A
person becomes conscious of his
salvation. He receives the knowlaedge
and confidence of faith. In this way
the preaching works Eaith. In that
connection tog, often times the
preaching i used by the Spirit on

tive: mission field (especially on the
domestic fizld where mast peopls
have been exposaed 1o some form of
Christianity already) to bring a persan
fo a mare compiete knowledge and
assurance of faith.

Lord's Day 31; Question and
Answer 84

The Catechism further teachas

us whal must be preached on the
mission fisld in order to bring men to
repentance and faith, Again, there is a
guestion and answer of the Catechism
thal wee always seem to apphy 1o the
church institute because the Lond's
Day it i5 fourd in deals with Chastian

discipline. Question and answer 64

of Lord’s Day 31 reads: How & the
kingdom of heaven open and shut by
the preaching of the gospel?

Thus; when eccomding to the command
of Christ it is declared and publicalky
testified to all and every believer, that
whenever they recene the promiss

of the gospel by a true fasth, all their
sins ane really forgieen them of God,

for the sake of Christ’s mesits; and on
the contrany, when it &= declared and
testified to af unbebeverss, and such

as do not sincarely repent, that they
stend exposed to the wiath of God and
etemal condamnation, so long as they
are unconverted; according to which
testimony of the gospel God will judgs
e, both in this 2nd in the life to come.

Certainty, we do not think that this is
preached only In the sphere of the:
church! Sometimes | fear that it is not
preached strictly encugh in the church
itsalf. Belivers mast also conslstently
hear the call to repentance. Daily we
are to turn from sin.

But what i= tnee in the sphere of the
church is an evan larger reality an tha
mission field. Hare is the gospsl that
mist be preached on the mission field.
W are ginners who together stand
undar ons common condamnation.
W all deservs to perish everlastingly
for our sin and unbadief. We must not
deceve owrselves, the price of sin
st be pakd evertasting punishment.
MNe ane will escape the just wrath of
God against such gin, All men will

die and stand in judgrment befare
God. But here is the good news:
God has provided for 1= a way out of
our sin and condemnation. He has
sant into this world Jeswus Chnist who
hies disd on the cross o save sinners.
Acknowladge your sin and repent.
Turn fromn sinand to the cross of Jesus
Chrlst, Balirve on Him bacauss he s
the only way to escape punishment
and lo be recehved into God's favor
God gives this promise 1o those who
sincerely repent: e thal comes lo
Jesus Christ n troe faath [ will mono
wize cast out! All those who thirst
after Ghrist | will freely give of the
waters of life.

The opposite must be preached

too. It mest also be declared on the
rmission fisld to all unbelisvars that

it there is no repentance they stand
exposed o the wrath of God and
atemal condemnation so long as they
are wneanverted, Inthis way God's
Word preached on the mission field
acts as a two-edged sword. s a
savor of life unte life and a savor of
death unta death.

When the Word is preached in this
wiay. Chirst thredgh His Spirt choozes
to call people out of darkress and into
the ight of sakalion. The Holy Spist
through the preaching of the gospel
irresislibly draws oul of this world of
unbelief ([John G:44) those chosen to
everlasting life (Acts 13:48) that as

a result thay receive the promise of
the gospel and God grants them the
forgivensss of sin and salvation.

In that way the preaching Soenes
mission work. That i the purpese of
mission work: to bring God's elect
peopie (o the conscious assurance
and joy of sahmalionl Yes, my hearl

a5 a missionary goes oul o those
who suffer earthly want and need

in this world. | am not calloused 1o
that. Where | can, | help. But my real
concarn & the salvation of thesr souls!
Has God chasen as one of His own
that visior to whaom | am preaching?
Hes He willed to brng him or har to
sahvation through the preaching? Wil
that visiter be given by God's grace

a place with me in heaven? Perhaps.
But | know that God will accomplish
His soversign will and good pleasus
thireaigh the preaching,

Sowa preach the Word, We search
out evary way possible to preach the
Word, As a missionany | am assured
that | stand in the footsteps of those
who have gone on before me. Psalm
BB:11, “The Lord gave the word:
great was the company of those

that publshed i1 Isakah 5217, How
beautiful upon the mountains are the
feel of ham thal bringeth good tidings,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth

| good tidngs of good, that publisheth

sahation: that saith unto Zion, Thy
Giod reignath!” This is how Cheist
gathers His church. it pleases God by
the foolishness of preaching 1o save
those that beleve.
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